Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



^r\r\fs. 






"^f^^^;^^^. 









^", 1^ .'■ 






'^^A> 



r 



/ 



No. 1. 



SCRIPTURE TRACTS. 



ADVENT. 









ARRANGED BY 



rijStSTRICT VISITOR, 



*' Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for 
our learning ; grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience, and comfort of thy 
holy Word, we may embrace, and ever hold feust the blessed hope of 
everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen." — CoOectfar second Sunday in Advent. 
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PREFACE. 



The issue of a few " Scripture Tracts " was first 
suggested to the compiler, hy the just observation 
of a clergyman, that in the distribution of tracts, 
there is great danger of superseding the reading of 
the Bible itself. It is intended, that these tracts 
shall consist chiefly of Scripture, headed by a 
collect or some other portion of the Church service, 
and followed occasionally by short historical notices, 
and by a prayer or other suitable extract, from the 
works of esteemed writers. It is hoped that by 
God's blessing the tendency of such tracts will be 
both to lead readers to search the Scriptures for 
themselves, and at the same time clearly to set 
before them the truly Scriptural character of their 
own Church and Prayer Book. 

Clifton, Dec. 2nd, 1839. 



ADVENT. 



COLLECTS FOR ADVENT. 

Almighty God^ give us grace that we may cast 
away the works of darkness^ and put upon us 
the armour of Ught^ now in the time of this 
mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great humiUty ; that in the 
last day, when he shall come again in his 
glorious Majesty to judge both the quick and 
dead, we may rise to the Hfe immortal, through 
him who Uveth and reigneth with thee and the 
Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen. 

O Lord, Jesu Christ, who at thy first coming 
didst send thy messenger to prepare thy way 
before thee ; grant that the ministers and 
stewards of thy mysteries, may hkewise so pre- 
pare and make ready thy way, by turning the 
hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
just, that at thy second coming to judge the 
world, we may be found an acceptable people 
in thy sight, who Uvest and reignest with the 
Father, and the Holy Spirit ever one God, 
world without end, Am^n, 



TE DEUM. 

^^ We believe that thou shalt come : to be our 
Judge. 

^^ We therefore pray thee^ help thy servants : 
whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious 
blood/^ 

ISAIAH LIX. 20. 

The Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto 
them that turn from transgression in Jacobs 
saith the Lord. 

JEREMIAH XXXIII. 14. 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
I will perform that good thing which I have 
promised unto the house of Israel and to the 
house of Judah. In those days, and at that 
time, will I cause the Branch of righteousness 
to grow up unto David ; and he shall execute 
judgment and righteousness in the land. In 
those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusa^ 
lem shall dwell safely: and this is the name, 
wherewith she shall be called, the Lord our 
Righteousness. 

ROMANS XI. 26. 

And SO all Israel shall be saved: as it is 
written, there shall come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness 
from Jacob. 



ST. LUKE I. 26. 

And in the sixth month the Angel Gabriel 
was sent from God^ unto a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth^ to a virgin espoused to a 
man whose name was Joseph^ of the house 
of David ; and the virgin^s name was Mary. 
And the Angel came in unto her and said, 
Hail^ thou that art highly favoured, the Lord 
is with thee : blessed art thou among women. 
And when she saw him, she was troubled at 
his sayings and cast in her mind what manner 
of salutation this should be. And the Angel 
said unto her. Fear not, Mary; for thou hast 
found favour with God. And, behold, thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth 
a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He 
shall be great and shall be called the Son of 
the Highest : and the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father David : and 
he shall reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no 
end. — Read to the end of the Chapter. 

2 COR. V. 10. 
We must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ ; that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

ST. MATTHEW XXV. 31. 

When the Son of man shall come in hig 



glory^ and all the holy Angels with him, then 
shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: and 
before him shall be gathered all nations ; and 
he shall separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 
and he shall set the sheep on his right hand, 
but the goats on the left. Then shall the 
King say unto them on his right hand. Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world. ^Then shall he say also unto them on 

the left hand. Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the Devil 

and his Angels. And these shall go away 

into everlasting punishment : but the righteous 
into life eternal. 

A PRAYER, 

TO BE PREPARED FOR JUDGMENT. 

(Bp. Kenn.J ' 
I believe, O blessed Jesus, that from thy 
throne at God^s right hand, where thou now 
sittest, thou wilt come again to judge the world, 
attended with thy holy Angels. I believe, O 
thou adorable Judge, that all mankind shall be 
summoned before thy awfiil tribunal : all the 
dead who shall be waked out of their graves, 
when the Angel shall blow the last trump : 
and all that are then quick and dead shall then 
appear before thee: that I and all the world 
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shall give a strict account of all our thoughts, 
words, and actions: that the books will then be 
opened; that out of those dreadful registers we 
shall be judged : that Satan and our own con- 
sciences will be our accusers. O let tlie last 
trump be ever sounding in my ears, that I may 
l)e ever mindful of my great accounts; and that 
I may neither speak, nor do, nor think any 
thing, that may wound my o\^^l conscience or 
provoke thy anger, or make me tremble at the 
3w{u[ day. I know, O Lord, that love only 
shall then endure that terrible test, that love 
only shall be acquitted, that love only shall be 
eternally blest: and therefore I will ever praise 
and love thee. Glory be to thee O thou be- 
loved Son of God, to whom the Father hath 
committed all judgment. How can they that 
love thee, O Jesu, ever despond, though their 
love in this life be always imperfect, when at 
last they shall have love for their judge, love 
that hath felt and will compassionate all their 
infirmities ? and therefore all love, all glorj^, be 
to thee. Amen. 



U. AMD A. HILL, XYF., STANDABD OFFICE, BRISTOL. 
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SCRIPTURE TRACTS. 



ST. ANDREW. 



ARKANGEB BY 

A DISTRICT VISITOR. 



" These Bereans were more noble than those *& Thessalonica, in that 
they received the Word with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
Scriptures daily, whether those things were so." — Acts xvii. 11. 
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ST. ANDREW. 



COLLECT FOR ST. ANDREW^S DAY^ NOV. 30. 

Almighty God, who didst give such grace 
unto thy holy Apostle St. Andrew, that he 
readily obeyed the calling of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, and followed him without delay; grant 
unto me that I, being called by thy holy 
word, may forthwith give up myself obediently 
to fulfil thy holy commandments; through the 
same Jesu Christ our Lord. Amen. 



LITANY. 

That it may please thee to give me an heart 
to love and dread thee, and diligently to live 
after thy commandments. 

/ beseech thee to hear me, good Lord. 
That it may please thee to give to me and 



all thy people increase of grace to hear meekly 
thy word^ and to receive it with pure affection^ 
and to bring forth the firuits of the Spirit. 

/ beseech thee to hear me, good Lord. 



ST. JOHN i. 35. 

Again^ the next day after John stood^ and 
two of his disciples^ and looking upon Jesus as 
he walked^ he saith^ Behold the Lamb of God! 
And the two disciples heard him speak and 
they followed Jesus. Then Jesus turned, and 
saw them following, and saith imto them. What 
seek ye ? They said imto him. Rabbi, (which 
is to say being interpreted. Master,) where 
dwellest thou? He saith imto them. Come 
and see. They came and saw where he dwelt 
and abode with him that day : for it was about 
the tenth hour. One of the two which heard 
John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, 
Simon Peter's brother. He first findeth liis 



own brother Simony and saith unto him, We 
have found the Messias^ which is being inter- 
preted^ the Christ. And he brought him to 
Jesus. 

ST. MATTHEW iv. 17- 

From that time Jesus began to preachy and 
to say. Repent; for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand. And Jesus, walking by the sea of 
Galilee^ saw two brethren, Simon, called Peter, 
and Andrew, his brother, castmg a net into 
the sea, for they were fishers. And he saith 
unto them. Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men. And they straightway left their 
nets and followed him. 

ST. MATTHEW X. 38. 

He that taketh not his cross^ and foUoweth 
after me, is not worthy of me. 

ST. JOHN xvi. 33. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation : but 
be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 



HISTORICAL NOTICE. 

Eusebius tells us, that St. Andrew preached 
the faith in Scythia and the parts about it, and 
planted the Gospel in many places. It is re- 
corded that he afterwards came to a place now 
called Patras in Greece, and there suffered 
martyrdom. He was fastened to a cross, not 
with nails, but with cords, and so is said to 
have remained aUve for two days, during which 
he continued praying and exhorting the people 
to a steadfast perseverance in the faith. His 
cross was not of the usual form, but resembled 
the letter X, which is to this day known by 
the name of St. Andrew^s cross. 



PRAYER, . 

FOR GRACE TO SUFFER AS A CHRISTIAN. 

i 

(KettlewelLJ 
O blessed Jesus, who in thy wise providence 



thinkest it fit sometimes to call thy faithful 
servants to bear their cross, and to snflFer for 
thy sake, who didst suffer a most ignominioui^ 
death for them, bring me not to suffer, till thou 
hast fitted and prepared me for it ; and lay no 
more upon me than thou wilt enable me wil- 
lingly and thankfully to endure. Let me not 
rashly expose myself to danger without thy call, 
nor suffer for my own fancy, or folly, or for any 
wilful or affected error. Give me grace to live 
according to the rules of my most holy faith, 
that I may have courage and comfort in suf- 
fering for it. Preserve me steadfast in the 
belief of thy heavenly truths, and imdaunted 
in the profession of them. Give me patience 
to bear my cross, and meekness to bear with 
my persecutors ; charity to forgive their wrongs, 
and to pray to thee for their forgiveness. Enable 
me to trust in thy goodness for support and 
deliverance, and to fix my faith upon those 
heavenly joys, with which the sufferings of this 
life are not worthy to be compared ; that, being 
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made partaker of thy sufferings I may be glad 
with exceeding joy, when thy glory shall be 
revealed. To whom, with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, world 
without end. . Amen. 



H. AND A. HILL, TTF., 8TANDABD OfTlCE, BSISTOL. 
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SCRIPTURE TRACTS. 



ST. THOMAS. 



ARRANGED BT 

A DISTRICT VISITOR. 



" Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life 
and they are they which testify of me."— St. John ▼. 39. 
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ST. THOMAS 



COLLECT FOR ST. THOMAS's DAY^ DEC. 21. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who for the 
more confirmation of the faith didst suffer thy 
holy Apostle Thomas to be doubtful in thy 
Son^s resurrection ; grant me so perfectly, and 
without all doubt, to believe in thy Son Jesus 
Christ, that my faith in thy sight may never 
be reproved. Hear me, O Lord, through the 
same Jesus Christ, to whom with thee and the 
Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, now and 
for evermore. Amen. 



CREED. 

Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting 
salvation; that he also believe rightly the In- 
carnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. For the 
right faith is that we believe and confess, th^t 



our iiord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God 
and man ; God, of the substance of the Fa- 
ther, begotten before the worlds 2 and Man, of 
the substance of his Mother, bom in the world; 
perfect God, and perfect Man : of a reasonable 
soul and human flesh subsisting ; equal to the 
Father, as touching his Godhead; and inferior 
to the Father, as touching his Manhood. Who, 
although he be God and Man, yet he is not two, 
but one Christ 2 one, not by the conversion of 
the Godhead into flesh ; but by taking of the 
Manhood into God; one altogether, not by 
confusion of Substance, but by unity of Person^ 
For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one 
man : so God and Man is one Christ ; who suf- 
fered for our salvation, descended into Hell, 

rose again the third day from the dead. 

This is the Catholic Faith, which except a man 
believe faithftdly he cannot be saved. 

ST. JOHN jd. 1. 

Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus> 



of Bethany. ^Therefore his sisters sent unto 

him, saying. Lord, behold, he whom thou 

lovest is sick. Now Jesus loved Martha, and 

her sister, and Lazarus. He saith to his 

disciples. Let us go into Judea again. His 

disciples say imto him. Master, the Jews of late 
sought to stone thee, and goest thou thither 

again? ^Then said Jesus imto them, Lazarus 

is dead. And I am glad for your sakes that I 
was not there, to the intent, ye may believe ; 
nevertheless let us go unto him. Then said 
Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his 
fellow disciples, Let us also go that we may die 
with him. 

ST. JOHN xiv* 1* 

Letr not your heart be troubled, ye believe 

in Grod, believe also in me. In my Father's 

house are many mansions, if it were not so, I 

Would have told you. I go to prepare a place 

for youi ^And whither I go, ye know; and the 

way ye know* Thomas saith unto him, Lord, 



we know not whither thou goest ; and how can 
we know the way ? Jesus saith unto him^ I 
am the way^ the truths and the life: no man 
Cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

ST. JOHN XX. 24. 

Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, 
was not with them when Jesus came. The 
other disciples, therefore, said unto him. We 
have seen the Lord. But he said unto them. 
Except I shall see in his hands the print of the 
nails, and put my finger into the print of the 
nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will 
not believe. And after eight days, again his 
disciples were within, and Thomas with them : 
then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and 
stood in the midst, and said. Peace be unto 
you. Then saith he unto Thomas, Reach hi- 
ther thy finger, and behold my hands; and 
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my 
side : and be not faithless, but believing. And 
Thomas answered, and said unto him. My 



Lord and my God. Jesus saith unto him, 
Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast 
believed : blessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed. 

HISTORICAL NOTICE. 

Eusebius says that St. Thomas preached the 
gospel to the Parthians, Medes, and Persians, 
and came afterwards into the East Indies, where ' 
he is believed to have died for the faith, at the 
city of Malopur. There are some Christians 
living in the Southern part of India, called the 
CSiristians of St. Thomas. When they were 
first discovered by the Portuguese, their numbers 
were about fifteen thousand families ; they were 
quite independent of Rome : the Sacrament 
was administered among them in both kinds: 
they used no extreme unction ; and they had 
no images in their Churches, but only crosses. 
Their priests were permitted to marry, but not 
more than once. 
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COLLECT FOR FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

O Lord, raise up, we pray thee, thy power, 
and come among us, and with great might suc- 
coiu' us; that whereas, through our sins and 
wickedness, we are sore let and hindred in run- 
ning the race that is set before us, thy boun- 
tiful grace and mercy may speedily help and 
deliver us ; through the satisfaction of thy Son 
our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy 
Ghost be honour and glory, world without end. 
Amen. 
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PASTS AND FESTIVALS. 






CHRISTMAS. 



By a layman. 



** A eertain Jew xiamed ApoUos, bom at Alexandria, an eloquent 

man, and mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. Who, when 

he was come into Achaia ^mightily convinced the Jews, and that 

publicly, shewing by the Scriptures that Jesus was Christ* "—Acts xviii. 



LONDON : 
J. G. F. AND J. RIVINGTON. 

STRONG, BRISTOL; COMBE, LEICESTER. 

PBINTED BY H. AND A. HILL, CASTLE GBEEN, BBISTOL. 

MDCCCXXXIX. 

Price Three Hal/jpence or 10s. 6d. per Hundred, 



HYMN FOR CHRISTMAS DAY. 
(Bp, Jeremy Taylor,) 

Mysterious truth! that the self-same should he 
A Lamb, a Shepherd, and a Lion too! 

Yet such was He 
Whom first the shepherds knew, 
When they themselves became 
Sheep to the Shepherd-Lamb. 
Shepherd of men and angels ! Lamb of God ! 
Lion of Judah! — by these titles keep 
The wolf from Thy endangered sheep. 
Bring all the world unto Thy fold; 

Let Jews and Gentiles hitiier come 
In numbers great, that can't be told, 

And call thy Lambs, that wander, home* 
Glory be to God on high. 
All glories be to th' glorious Deity. 
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CHRISTMAS. 



COLLECT FOB THE BIRTHDAY OF CHRIST. 

Almighty 6od^ who hast given us thy only- 
begotten Son to take our nature upon him^ and 
as at this time to be born of a pure Virgin ; 
grant that we being regenerate, and mst^e thy 
children by adoption and grace, may dsi^y be 
renewed by thy Holy Spirit, through the same 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the same Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen* 

Verily, verily, I say unto tiiee, except a man 
be bom of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God. — St. John iii. 

SECOND LESSON, EVENING. TITUS III, 4. 

But after that the kindness and love of God 
our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works 
of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost. 



BAPTISMAL SERVICE. 

We yield thee, hearty thanks, most mercifU 
Father, that it hath pleased thq^ to regenerate 
this infant with thy Holy Spirit, to receive him 
for thine own child by adoption, and to incor- 
porate him into thy holy Church. 

CHURCH CATECHISM. 

ft. Who gave you this name ? 

A. My Godfathers and Godmothers in my 
Baptism, wherein I was made a member of 
Christ, the child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven. 

I heartily thank our heavenly Father, that he 
hath called me to this state of salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. And I pray 
unto God to give me his grace that I may con- 
tinue in the same unto my lifers end. 

ST. LUKE XI. 13. 

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children ; how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him. 

ftuench not the Spirit. — 1 Thess. v. 

TE DEUM. 

Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ. Thou 



art the everlasting Son of the Father, When 
thou tookest upon thee to deUver man^ thou 
didst not abhor the Virgin^s womb. 

LITANY, 

By the mystery of thy holy Incarnation ; by 
thy holy Nativity, 

Good Lor dp deliver us. 

IN THE FIRST LESSON^ EVENING. 

Behold a virgin shall conceive^ and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel. — 
Isaiah vii. 

IN THE FIRST LESSON, MORNING. 

For unto us a Child is bom, unto us a Son 
is given, and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder; and his name shall be called. 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. — 
Isaiah ix. 

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou 
be Uttle among the thousands of Judah, yet out 
of thee shall he come forth unto me, that is to 
be ruler in Israel ; whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting. — Micah v. 



PROPER LESSON. LUKE II. 

Joseph went up from Gallilee ^unto the 

City of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being 
great with child. And so it was, that while 
they were there, the days were accompUshed 
that she should be deUvered. And she brought 
forth her first-bom son, and wrapped him in 
swaddhng clothes, and laid him in a manger; 
because there was no room for them in the inn. 
And there were in the same country shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone roimd about them : and they were sore 
afraid. And the angel said unto them. Fear 
not: for behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is bom this day in the City of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this 
shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes lying in a manger. 
And suddenly there was with the angel a mul- 
titude of the heavenly host praising God, and 
saying. Glory to God in the highest, and on 
tarth peace, good will toward men. And it 
came to pass, as the angels were gone away 



from them into heaven, the shepherds said one 
to another. Let us now go even unto Bethle- 
hem, and see this thing which is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
And they came with haste, and found Mary 
and Joseph and the babe lying in a manger. 
And when they had seen it, they made known 
abroad the saying, which was told them con- 
cerning this child. And all they that heard 
it wondered at those things which were told 
them by the Shepherds. But Mary kept all 
these things, and pondered them in her heart. 
St. Lake ii. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
The same was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made by Him ; and witliout 
him was not any thing made that was made. 

^And the Word was made flesh and dwelt 

among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory 
as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. — St. John i. 

PROPER PSALM, XLV. 3. 

Thou art fairer than the children of men: 
fiill of grace are thy Ups, because God hath 
blessed thee for ever. 
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PROPER PSALM^ laXXXV. 10. 

Mercy and truth are met together : righteous-* 
ness and peace have kissed each other. 

PROPER PSALM^ CX. 2. 

The Lord shall send the rod of thy power 
out of Sion : be thou ruler even in the midst 
among thine enemies. In the day of thy power 
shall the people offer thee free wiU offerings 
with an holy worship : the dew of thy birth is 
of the womb of the morning. 

HISTORICAL NOTICE. 

It is remarkable that at the time of our 
Saviour's birth, there prevailed a general expec- 
tation of the Messiah both amongst Jews and 
Gentiles. Grotius tells us that the Jewish 
Doctors had given out solemnly not long before 
that He would come within fifty years: and 
hence arose Herod's great jealousy. Josephus 
says that ^^The Jews rebelled against the 
Romans, being encouraged thereto by a cele- 
brated prophecy in their Scriptures, that about 
that time a famous Prince should be bom 
among them that should rule the world.'' The 
Roman historian Suetonius says, ^^ There was 
an ancient and general opinion, famous through- 
out all the Eastern parts, that the fates had 



determined that there should come out of 
Judea those that should govern the world/^ 
We read too in Tacitus that ^^A great many 
were possessed with a persuasion^ that it was 
contained in the ancient books of the priests^ 
that at that very time the East should prevail^ 
and that they who should govern the world, 

were to come out of Judea/^ Christmas 

Day was kept solemnly in the ancient Church, 
as it is in the Church of England to this day. 
St. Augustine tells us that it was kept on the 
twenty-fifth of December. St. Chrysostom 
assures us that the day was celebrated from the 
times of the Apostles, and that the Church 
kept the true day. He says, that ^^ It is a godly 
thing to keep this day, and that the keeping of 
it is one of the greatest signs of our love to 
Christ.^^ He adds that the custom was in his 
tune universal in aU Churches, and this was 
doubtless the favourite season of children in 
those days as it is in our own. ^ 

CHRISTMAS. 

From " Thoughts in Past Yearsr 

Where is the cradle meet 
For the Eternal Child? 
It is within that sacred seat, 
The lowly heart, with sorrow reconciled^ 
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We ask no vernal bud, 

Nor summer flow'ret wild, 
Stern winter *neatli her rugged hood 
Hath seen her Lord, and patiently hath smiled. 

Christmas, when all things wear 

The glare of earthly glee. 
Not gladliest then the heart doth hear 
The chime of thy sweet calm festivity. 

But when life*s joys have gone. 

With sere and yellow leaf, 
The winter of the mind doth own 
Balm of all woimds, Creation^s blest relief. 

PBAYBR OF A YOUNG CHILD. 

O heavenly Father, Thou hast given Thine 
own Son to be bom into this world for me. 
He left Thy glory, and became a Uttle child for 
me. He lived and He died for me ; and Thou 
hast made me Thine own child for His sake. O 
grant me strength to live for Him ; that when 
I die, I may come to Thee. He hath left us a 
commandment that we should love one another. 
Do Thou give me a heart to love and obey my 
parents and teachers, and to love my brothers 
and sisters, and all around me. He hath com- 
manded us to love our enemies, to pray for 
those who treat us cruelly, and to do good to 
them that hate us. I cannot of myself do these 
things. O give me Thy Holy Spirit, that I 
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may be able to do what He hath taught me : 
Take from me all hardness of heart; and do 
Thou make me holy in this life, that so here- 
after I may Uve with Thee for ever, through 
iThy Son Jesus Christ, my blessed Redeemer. 
Amen. 

PRAYER. DR. HICKES. 

O God, who every year givest a fresh occa- 
sion to the devotions of thy Church, by the 
welcome festivity of our Saviour's birth, grant 
us, we beseech thee, with such devout affections 
to entertain this first humble rising of the Sim 
of Righteousness to us, as may better dispose 

and strongUer engage us to follow him through 
the whole painful course of his life, which, like 

a giant, he rejoiced to run, enlightening the 

world with thy truth, and inflaming it with thy 

love, till in the end we arrive at his eternal rest, 

through the same our Lord Jesus Christ thy 

Son, who with thee and the Holy Ghost, Uveth 

and reigneth, ever one God, world without end. 

Amen. 

COMMUNION SERVICE. 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, 
that we should at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks imto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, 
Almighty, Everlasting God: because thou 
didst give Jesus Christ thine only Son to be 
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bom as at this time for us ; who by the opera- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, was made very man of 
the substance of the Virgin Mary his Mother, 
and that without spot of sin, to make us clean 
from all sin. Therefore with Angels, and Arch- 
angels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy glorious Name ; ever- 
more praising thee, and saying. Holy, holy, 
holy Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are 
full of thy glory : Glory be to thee, O Lord 
most high. Amen. 

ON THE NATIVITY. 

Translation by the author of ** The Cathedral,'* 

Let all the earth her King adore 

From iarthest pole to pole, 

Where'er the sun doth roll ; 
Sent forth from the eternal shore 

To visit us forlorn, 

He comes the Virgin-bom. 



He asks returns for such vast love, 
And, though the Judge of all, 
Doth to His cradle call : 

Then be all praise to Him above, 
To Father and to Son 
And Spirit ever One. 
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ST. STEPHEN. 

(Translation by the Author Of " The Cathedral^) 

Rightful Prince of Martyrs thou, 
Bind thy crown ahout thy brow ; 
Fairer far than fading wreath, 
Weave we this thy crown of death. 

Like a gem each rugged stone, 
Sparlding with thy life-blood, shone j 
Nor could stars more brightly shine, 
Studded round thy head divine. 

From thy forehead*s gushing streams 
Dart a thousand blending beams. 
Till thy glowing countenance 
Lightens to an angel's glance. 

Thou the first-slain victim firee 
To Him, the victim slain for thee : 
Thou the first thy Lord to own. 
Sharer of his thorny crown. 

First to tread the pointed road 
Through the deep red sea of blood* 
Prince of Martyrs, thee behind 
What a countless army wind 1 

Thou of Virgin Mother born. 
In this wmtry world forlorn 5 

Jesu, Lord, all praise to Thee. 
Glory be to Father, Son, 
And Holy Spirit Three in One, 

Unto all eternity* 



ST. STEPHEN. 



COLLECT FOB ST. STEPHEN^S DAY^ DEC. 26* 

Grant, O Lord, that, in all our sufferings here 
upon earth for the testimony of thy truth, we 
may steadfastly look up to heaven, and by fidth 
behold the glory that shall be revealed; and 
being filled with the Holy Ghost, may learn to 
love and bless our persecutors by the example 
of thy first Martyr, Saint Stephen, who prayed 
for his murderers to thee, O blessed Jesus, who 
standest at the right hand of God, to succour 
all those that suffer for thee, our only Mediator 
and Advocate. — ^Amen. 

TE DEUM. 

The noble army of Martyrs : praise Thee. 

ACTS VI. 8. PROPER LESSOX. 

Stephen, fiill of faith and power, did great 
wonders and miracles among the people. Then 
there arose certain of the synagogue, which is 
called the synagogue of the Libertines, and 
Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of 
Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen^ 



And they were not able to resist the wisdom 
and the spirit by which he spake. Then they 
suborned men^ which said. We have heard 
him speak blasphemous words against Moses, 
,and against God. And they stirred up the 
people, and the elders, and the scribes, and 
came upon him, aad caught him, and brought 
him to the council, and set up false witnesses, 
which said. This man ceaseth not to speak 
blasphemous words against this holy place, 
and the law : for we have heard him say, 
that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this 
p^ce, and shall change the customs which 
Moses delivered us. And all that sat in the 
coimcil, looking steadfastly on him, saw his 
face as it had been the i&ce of an angel. 

ACTS VII., I. 

Then said the high Priest, Are these things 
so ? And he said. Men, brethren, and fathers, 
hearken — (read St. Stephen's address in the 
proper lessons of the day). — When they heard 
these things, they were cut to the heart, and 
they gnashed on him with their teeth. 

EPISTLE FOR THE DAY. 

But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked 
up steadfastly into heaven and saw the glory of. 



6od^ and Jesus standing on the right-hand of 
God, and said. Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of man standing on the 
right hand of God. Then they cried out with 
a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran 
upon him with one accord, and cast him out of 
the city, and stoned him, and the witnesses laid 
down their clothes at a young man^s feet, whose 
name was Saul. And they stoned Stephen, 
calling upon God, and saying. Lord Jesus, re- 
ceive my Spirit. And he kneeled down, and 
cried with a loud voice. Lord, lay not this sin 
to their charge. And when he had said this, he 
fell asleep. 

Then said Jesus, Father forgive them; for 
they know not what they do. — St. Lake xxiii. 

If the world hate you, ye know that it hated 
me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, 
the world would love his own : but because ye 
are not of the world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 
Remember the word that I said unto you, The 
servant is not greater than his lord. If they 
have persecuted me, they will also persecute 
you; if they have kept my saying, they will 
keep your's also. But all th^s^ \Jaa\^^^^^*fiftKvi 



do onto yon for my name's sake^ becanse they 
know not him that sent me. — St. John xv. 

PART OP GOSPEL FOR THE DAY. 

Behold I send imto you prophets, and wise 
men, and scribes ; and some of them ye shall 
kill and crucify, and some of them shaU ye 
scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them 

firom city to city. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 

thou that kiUest the prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, even as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not ! Behold, your house is 
left im^to you desolate. For I say unto you, 
ye shall not see me henceforth till ye shall 
say. Blessed is he that cometh in the Name 
of the Lord. — St. Matthew xxiii. 

Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness sake : for their's is the kingdom 
of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is 
your reward in heaven : for so persecuted they 
the prophets which were before you. — St^ 
Matthew v. 



But I say unto you. Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use you and persecute you, that ye may be the 
children of your Father which is in heaven, — 
SL Matthew v. 

LITANY. 

That it may please thee to forgive our ene- 
mies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to turn 
their hearts. 

We beseech thee to hear us good Lord. 



PRAYER. DR. SPARKE. 

O infinitely wise Disposer of all things,- 



give us grace spkituaUy to improve this great 
example of Thy holy Martyr St. Stephen, 
both into a Christian carriage and a Christian 
courage of our own ; that our carriage may be 
inoffensive, and harmless towards all men, as 
becometh the servants of so meek a Master. 

DeHver us from blood-guiltiness, O God, 

Thou that art the God of our health, lest 

our sin prove greater than we can bear. 

And especially keep us from the number of 
those, that strive with the Priest, or of the 
killers of the Prophets, and stoners of them 
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that are sent unto us; but make us rather 
willing to suffer the greatest^ than do the least 
injury to one of these. And in all our suffer- 
ings^ which Thou shalt think good to call us 
unto, O Lord, give us Christian magnanimity 
both by word and deed, to own the great 

Master of our holy profession: that we 

may not shrink either at tortures or tempta- 
tions ; that we may not fear the face either of 
men or devils, looking steadily up to heaven, 
with St. Stephen, and seeing Jesus standing 

at the right-hand of God. Whom in like 

case let us imitate both for true piety toward 

Thee, and for charity towards others, 

that we might never forget to put up that 
petition to Thee, Eord, Forgive our enemies, 
persecutors, and slanderers, and turn their 
hearts; then shall our death indeed, like his, 

be but a sleep, so that the soimd of the 

last trumpet shall awaken us to eternal Halle- 
lujahs ; which grant, O Father of mercies, for 
the Son pf Thy love. Thy Christ, and our 
Jesus^ sake. Amen, Amen. 
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ST. JOHN'S DAY. 

This day 
We sing 
The friend of our eternal King. 
Who in his bosom lay, 
And kept the keys 
Of his profound and glorious mysteries ; 
Which to the world dispensed by his hand 

Made it stand 
Fixed in amazement, to behold that light 

Which came 
From the throne of the Lamb ; 
To mvite 
Our wretched eyes, (which nothing else could see 
But fire and sword, hunger and misery,) 
To anticipate by their ravish'd sight 
The beauty of celestial delight. 
Mysterious God, regard me when I pray ; 
And when this load of clay 
Shall fall away, 
O let thy gracious hand conduct me up 
Where on the Lamb's rich viands I may sup; 

And in this last supper I 
May with thy friend in thy sweet bosom lie 
For ever in eternity. 

Allelujah ! 
{Bp, Jeremy Taylor,) 



ST. JOHN. 



COLLECT FOR ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST'S 

DAY. 

Merciful Lord, we beseech thee to cast thy 
bright beams of light upon thy Church, that 
it being enlightened by the doctrine of thy 
blessed Apostle and Evangelist St. John, may 
so walk in the light of thy truth, that it may 
at length attain to the light of everlasting life ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

te deum. 

^^ The glorious company of the Apostles : 
praise thee. 

^^ The goodly fellowship of the Prophets : 
praise thee.^ 



3^ 



And going on from thence, he saw other two 
brethren, James, the son of Zebedee, and 
John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their 
fiither, mending their nets ; and he called them. 
And they immediately left the ship and their 
&ther, and followed him. — St, Matthew iv. 

And he sumamed them Boanerges, which 
is, the sons of thunder. — St» Mark iii. 



Now there was leaning on Jesus^ bosom^ one 
of his disciples whom Jesus loved, Simon 
Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he 
should ask who it should be of whom he spak^. 
He then lying on Jesus^ breast saith unto him. 
Lord, who is it? — St. John xiii. 

And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did 
another disciple : that disciple was known unto 
the High Priest, and went in with Jesus into 
the palace of the High Priest. But Peter stood 
at the door without. Then went out that 
other disciple, which was known unto the 
High Priest,, and spake unto her that kept the 
door, and brought in Peter^ — St. John xviii. 

Now there stood by the cross of Jesus, his 
mother and his mother's sister, Mary the wife 
of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When 
Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the dis- 
ciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto 
his mother. Woman behold thy son! Then 
saith he to the disciple. Behold thy mother! 
And from that hour that disciple took her unto 
his own home. — St. John xix. 

Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon 
Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus 
loved, and saith unto them. They have taken 
away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we 
know not where they have laid him. Peter 



therefore went forth, and that other disciple^ 
and came to the sepulchre. So they ran both 
together : and the other disciple did outrun 
Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. And 
he stooping down, and looking in, saw the 
linen clothes lying: yet went he not in. Then 
Cometh Simon Peter following him, and went 
into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes 
lie, and the napkin, that was about his head, 
not lying with the Unen clothes, but wrapped 
together in a place by itself. Then went in also 
that other disciple, which came" first to the 
sepulchre, and he saw and beUeved. — St. 
John XX. 

PART OF GOSPEL OP THE DAY. 

Jesus said unto Peter, follow me. Then 
Peter turning about, seeth the disciple whom 
Jesus loved, following; which also leaned on 
his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is 
he that betrayeth thee? Peter, seeing him, 
saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man 
do? Jesus saith unto him, if I will that he 
tarry till I come, what is that to thee ? Follow 
thou me. — St. John xxi. 

A new commandment I give unto you. That 
ye love one another, as I have loved you, that 
ye also love one another. By this shall all 
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men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another. — St. John xiii. 

If a brother or sister, be naked and destitute 
of daily food, and one of you say unto them^ 
Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled^ 
notwithstandmg ye give them not those things 
which are needful to the body, what doth it 
profit ? — St. James ii. 

We know that we have passed from death 
xmto life, because we love the brethren. He 
that loveth not his brother abideth in death. 
Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: 
and ye know that no murderer hath eternal 
life abiding in him. Hereby perceive we the 
love of God, because he laid down his life for 
us : and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren. But whoso hath this world^s good^ 
and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth 
up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him ? My little 
children, let us not love in word neither in 
tongue ; but in deed and in truth. — 1 John iii. 

Beloved, let us love one another : for love is 
of God ; and every one that loveth is bom of 
God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not^ 
knoweth not God; for God is love. In this 
was manifested the love of God toward us, 
because that God sent his only begotten Son 



into the worlds that we might live through him* 
Herein is love^ not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God 
so loved us, we ought also to love one another. 
1 John iv. — (Read on St, John^s day the whole 
of his Epistles.) 

CATECHISM. 

Q. What is thy duty towards thy neighbour? 

A. My duty towards my neighbour, is to love 
him as myself, and to do to all men as I would 
they should do to me. 

HISTORICAL NOTICE. 

St. John seems to have had a great friend- 
ship with St. Peter, for they always liked to be 
together. He outlived aU the other Apostles 
many years; and after founding several Churches, 
he spent the latter part of his life in the neigh- 
bourhood of Ephesus, where he had enough to 
do in opposing the Gnostic heresy. The story 
of hiis miraculous escape from martyrdom is not 
generally believed, but we may surely still call 
him, ^^ a martyr in will, though not in deed.^* 
He was however banished by Domitian to the 
Isle of Patmos, where he was so highly favored 
with those Revelations which he has given us. 
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On the accession of Nerva to the empire, he 
was allowed to return to Ephesus, where he 
continued till his death to take care of the 
neighbouring Churches. Both his Gospel and 
his Epistles are thought to have been written 
toward the end of his life. He lived to a great 
age, and died A.D. 98. An affecting anecdote 
is recorded of him, that when he was become 
too infirm to preach, he used to be carried by 
his disciples to the pubUc assemblies, and there 
he would repeat continually, ^^ Little children, 
^ove one to another.^^ The same lesson, which 
the beloved disciple had himself so well learnt 
from his Lord, he would teach to others with 
his latest breath : and his affectionate advice 
seems not to have been lost on the Church. 
The Charity of the Christians marked them for 
a long period, as a race quite distinct from the 
Heathen. Their religion did that for them 
which Paganism had never done, and the world 
saw now, what it had never seen before. If 
any Church were in distress or persecution, it 
was sure of the most generous aid from the 
other Churches: The poor of each Church 
were maintained in comfort; and in times of 
contagion. Christians attended on the sick and 
dying with a zeal and affection, such as nothing 
could ever kindle but the love of Christ. In 



those days the light of charity shone in all its 
brightness^ and the Divine words of the Apostle 
were realized; ^^ Charity suffereth long and is 
kind ; charity envieth not ; charity vaunteth not 
itself^ is not puffed up, doth not behave itself 
unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily 
provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoicetih not in 
iniquity, but rejoioeth in the truth ; beareth all 
things, believeth all things, hopeth all tilings^ 
endureth all things/* Such was the practice of 
the early Church : and though the progress of 
corruption soon dimmed this heavenly Ught, 
yet has it never wholly ceased to shine; and 
amid the darkest shadows of the Churches his- 
tory, those that are willing may still discern its 
rays. Neither shall it ever cease to shine, till 
that day when all things in earth and heaven 
shall be filled with its brightness, and love 
shall begin its eternal reign. ^* Charity never 
faileth/* 

WHEATLY ON THE COMMON PRAYER. 

^^ As there are three kinds of martpdora, the 
first both in will and deed, which is the highest, 
the second in wiU but not in deed ; the third in 
deed but not in wiU ; so the Church commemo- 
rates these martyrs in the same order: St. 
Stephen first, who suffered death both in will 
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and deed ; St. John the EvangeUst next^ who 
suffered martyrdom in will but not in deed ; the 
holy Innocents last, who suffered in deed but 
not in will/^ 

The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghost, which is given imto us. 

God commendeth his love toward us, in 

that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 

us. ^We joy in God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, by whom we have now received the 
atonement. — Romans v. 

PRAYER. 

O Almighty God, who hast made known unto 
us by the Apostle St. John, that whosoever 
loveth not, knoweth not Thee, have mercy upon 
us. Grant unto us a true spirit of love to- 
wards our brethren, that we may prove, that 
we do know Thee, and have passed from death 
unto life. We love by nature, but we love our- 
selves ; we are hateful and hating one another ; 
and though Thou hast in mercy renewed us, 
we have still daily need to bewail our selfish- 
ness. Enable us to know and beUeve the love 
that Thou hast toward us, in reconciling us 
through Christ imto Thyself; that so our 
hearts may be filled with love to Thee, and that 
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we, in loving Thee, may love also our brethren. 
Make us to love, first our relations, next our 
firiends, and lastly our enemies : Take away 
from us every thing that is contrary to this 
spirit, and enable us in speaking the truth 
boldly, ever to speak the truth in love. Make 
us to love, not in word nor in tongue, but in 
deed and in truth, that so we may know we are 
of the truth, and assure our hearts before Thee. 
Grant us, O heavenly Father, so to begin to 
love in this life; that hereafter, when faith 
shall be lost in sight, and hope shall yield to 
trimnph, we may continue to Uve with Thee in 
love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER OF A CHILD. 

O blessed Lord, who hast died for me, grant 
me grace to imitate thy beloved disciple St. 
John in his love to thee. He taught that com- 
mand which thou gavest, that we should love 
one another for thy sake. Do thou therefore 
so enable me to love my brethren, that here- 
after I may dwell with thee, where love shall 
reign for ever. Amen. 

COLLECT FOR QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

O Lord, who hast taught us that aU our 
doings without charity are nothing worth; send 
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thy Holy Ghost^ and pour into my heart that 
most excellent gift of charity, the very bond of 
peace and of all virtues, without which whoso- 
ever liveth is counted dead before thee: Grant 
this for thine only Son Jesus Christ^s sake. 
Amen. 

COLLECT FOR UNITY. 

O God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
our only Saviour, the Prince of Peace; give us 
grace seriously to lay to heart the great dangers 
we are in by our unhappy divisions. Take 
away all hatred and prejudice, and whatever 
else may hinder us from godly Union and Con- 
cord: that as there is but one Body, and one 
Spirit, and one hope of our calling, one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptism, one God and Father 
of us all, so we may henceforth be aU of one 
heart and of one soul, imited in one holy bond 
of Truth and Peace, of Faith and Charity, and 
may with one mind, and one mouth glorify 
Thee ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE HOLY INNOCBNTS. — CHRISTIAN YEAR* 

Say, ye celestial guards, who wait 
In Bethlehem, round the Saviour^s palace gate, 

Say, who are these on golden wings. 
That hover o*er the new-bom King of kings. 

Their palms and garlands telling plain 
That they are of the glorious martyr train. 

Next to yourselves ordain'd to praise 
His name, and brighten as on Him they gaze ? 



Ask, and some angel will reply. 
These like yourselves were bom to sin and die. 

But ere the poison root was grown, 
God set his seal, and mark'd them for his own. 

Baptized in blood for Jesus* sake. 
Now underneath the cross then* bed they make, 

Not to be scared from that sure rest 
By frightened mother's shriek, or warrior's warring crest. 



Mindful of these, the first-fruits sweet 
Borne by the suffering Church her Lord to greet ; 

Bless'd Jesus ever lov'd to trace 
Tlie innocent brightness of an infant's face. 

He rais'd them in his holy arms, 
He bless'd them from the world and all its harms : 

Heirs though they were of sin and shame. 
He bless'd them in hb own and in his Father's name. 



THE HOLY INNOCENTS. 

COLLECT FOR THE DAY^ DEC. 28. 

O Almighty God, who out of the mouths 
of babes and sucklings hast ordained strength, 
and madest in&nts to glorify thee by their 
deaths; mortify and kill all vices in us, and 
so strengthen us by thy grace, that by the 
innocency of our lives, and constancy of our 
faith even imto death, we may glorify thy holy 
name ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GOSPEL FOR THE DAY, ST. MATT: II. 13. 

The Angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph 
in a dream, saying, arise, and take the yoimg 
child, and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and 
be thou there until I bring thee word; for 
Herod will seek the young child to destroy 
him. When he arose, he took the young child 
and his mother by night, and departed into 
Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod; 
that it might be fiilfilled which was spoken 
of the Lord by the prophet (Hosea,) saying. 
Out of Egypt have I called my Son. Then 
Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the 



wise men^ was exceeding wrath ; and sent forth 
and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, 
and in all the coasts thereof, from two years 
old and under, according to the time which he 
had diligently enquired of the wise men. 

PROPER LESSON, JEREMIAH XXXI. 15. 

Thus saith the Lord: A voice was heard 
in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; 
Rachel weeping for her children refused to be 
comforted for her children, because they were 
not. Thus saith the Lord; Refrain thy voice 
from weeping, and thine eyes from tears : for 
thy work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord; 
and they shall come again from the land of the 
enemy; and there is hope in thine end, saith 
the Lord; that thy children shall come again 
to their own border. 

Take heed that ye despise not one of these 
little ones ; for I say unto you. That in heaven 
their angels do always behold the face of my 

Father which is in heaven. ^Even so it is not 

the will of your father, which is in heaven that 
one of these little ones should perish. — St. 
Matthew xviii. 

Then were there brought unto him little 
£)hildren, that he should put his hands on them. 



and pray: and the disciples rebuked them. But 
Jesus said, SuflFer little children, and forbid 
them not, to come imto me : for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven. — St. Matthew xix. 

EPISTLE OF THE DAY, REV. XIV, 1. 

I looked, and lo a Lamb stood on the mount 
Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four 
thousand, having his Father's name written in 
their foreheads. And I heard a voice from 
heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the 
voice of a great thunder : and I heard the voice 
of harpers harping with their harps : and they 
simg as it were a new song before the throne, 
and before the four beasts, and the elders ; and 
no man could learn that song, but the hundred 
and forty and four thousand, which were re- 
deemed from the earth. These are they which 
were not defiled with women, for they are 
virgins : these are they which follow the Lamb 
whithersoever he goeth: these were redeemed 
from among men, bemg the first fruits unto 
Grod, and to the Lamb. And in their mouth 
was found no guile ; for they are without 
feult before the throne of God. 

TE DEUM. 

^^ To thee Cherubin, and Seraphin : continu- 
ally do cry. 



'' Holy, Holy, Holy : Lord God of Sabaoth/^ 

BENEDICITE. 

^^O ye Spirits and souls of the righteous, 
bless ye the Lord : praise him, and magnify him 
for ever/^ 

HISTORICAL NOTICE. DR. SPARKE. 

These were (as saith St. Augustine sweetly) 
^^ Primitifie Martyrum ^^ (as it were) the Prim- 
roses of Martyrdom, early witnesses to the 

Lamb: not by speaking, but by dying. 

Massacres, are a base and desperate perfidious- 
ness of the actors towards some, permitted by 
themselves to dwell among them, without pro- 
vocation, ^^ shedding the blood of war in Peace,^^ 
(1 Kings ii. 5,) a barbarous surprize of un- 
armed suflFerers. Such were those of the 

Sicilian Vespers, who live in the infamy of 
being the inventors of cruelty ! Such the in- 
humanities of the Spaniards in the West Indies, 
that even rendered Christianity abominable, 
and caused the name of God to be blas- 
phemed! Such also were those Parisian Vespers, 
when they made the streets of Paris run with 
human blood ! and that of the reformed party, 
that were peaceful in the land, and some of 
them eminent in the service of their wars, as 
ChatiUon and others. This is commonly the 
practice of an unchristian and heretical religion ! 



LITANY. 

That it may please thee to preserve all young 
children. 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
That it may please thee to defend and provide 
for the fatherless children. 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

^^ Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve 
them alive.** — Jeremiah xUx. 

A parent's PllAYER. 

O Lord, I thank Thee for the children which 
Thou hast given me. Of Thy bounteous good- 
ness Thou hast made them to be Thine as well 
as mine : Do Thou continue Thy grace toward 
them; and if it be Thy good pleasure to take 
me from them, enable me in full faith to leave 
them with Thee, knowing that Thou carest for 
them. Grant this, O Heavenly Father, for Thy 
dear Son, Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

AN ORPHAN CHILD. 
(From " Thoughts in Past Vears") 
Half hidden in its stony tower, 
A woodland strawberry bloom*d alone, 
And bore to Heav'n its little dower 

Unseen, unknown. 

An orphan bird on a lone tree 
Sat singing to the star of even : 
Its song it seemed so cheerfully 

Of oikfi Vxi.'&^v^^a. 
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'Neath clouds that wrapt its early mornings 
I saw a gentle blue-eyed child, 
With hopes of Heay*n its nest adorning 

It sweetly smiled. 

AN ORPHAN^S PRAYER. 

O merciful God, who hast seen fit to afflict 
me by taking my earthly Parents from me ; to 
whom shall I come for succom* but to Thee ? 
Thou art still my Father in heaven, for Thou 
art reconciled unto me for my Redeemer's 
sake. Do Thou take care of me, and let Thuie 
angels watch over me: Give me Thy Holy 
Spirit, that I may trust in Thee, and have 
strength as Thine own child to be patient and 
to do Thy will ; that so I may again join my 
Parents in Thy kingdom, and that we may 
together live with Thee for ever, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER OF A SICK CHILD. 

O Blessed Jesus, grant me to remember 
always what the Innocent children suffered for 
Thee at the hands of Herod : and enable me 
to bear patiently whatever grief or suffering 
Thou art pleased to send me ; that so for Thy 
sake I may live with Thee, where there shall 
be neither sorrow nor crying, nor any more 
pain, and where all these things shall have 
passed away. Amen* 



Lo, children and the fruit of the womb are 
an heritage and gift that cometh from the 
Lord. Psalm cxxvii. 

The Lord gave^ and the Lord hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord. — 
Job i. 

LETTER FROM BP. TAYLOR TO MR. EVELYN. 

1 cannot tell all my own sorrows without 



adding to yours; and the causes of my real 
sadness in your loss are so just and so reason- 
able^ that I can no otherwise comfort you, but 
by telling you, that you have very great cause 
to mourn; so certain is it that grief does 
propagate, as fire does. You have enkindled 
my funeral torch, and by joining mine to yours, 
I do but increase the flame. But sir, I cannot 
chuse but I must hold another and a brighter 
flame to you — it is already burning in your 
breast ; and if I can but remove the darker 
side of the lanthom, you have enough within 
you to warm yourself, and to shine to others. 
Remember, sir, your two boys are two bright 
stars, and their innocence is secured, and you 
shall never hear evil of them again. Their 
state is safe, and heaven is given them upon 
very easy terms, nothing but to be bom and 
die. It will cost you more trouble to get 
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where they are^ and amongst others one of the 
hardnesses will be, that you must overcome 
this just and reasonable grief; and indeed 
though the grief hath but too reasonable a 
cause, yet it is much more reasonable that you 
master it. Sir, now you have an oppor- 
tunity of serving God by passive graces : strive 
to be an example and a comfort to your lady, 
and by your wise counsel and comfort, stand in 
the breaches of your own family, and make it 
appear that you are more to her than ten sons. 
Sir, by the assistance of Ahnighty God, I pur- 
pose to wait on you some time next week, that 
I may be a witness of your Christian courage 
and bravery; and that I may see that God 
never displeases you, as long as the main stake 
is preserved, I mean, your hopes of heaven. 

PRAYER 
ON THE LOSS OP INPANT CHILDREN. 

Almighty God, who lovest those whom Thou 
chastenest, enable me to bear Thy chastisement 
with patience. Make me to remember, that 
like the Holy Innocents that suffered for Thy 
Son's sake, mine and all infant children shall be 
for ever faultless before thy throne. Grant me, 
O heavenly Father, the grace of thankftdness, 
and do Thou give me strength so to serve Thee 
as a child in this life, that in the world to come 
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I may again join them in Thy presence, and 
with them for ever sing Thy praises, through 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 

Brethren, in mahee be ye children. — 1 C(yr. 
xiv. 

THE MIND OF LITTLE CHILDREN. 

Ewtract, — Sermons for the Festivals. 
The longer we live in the world, and the 
further removed we are from the feelings and 
remembrances of childhood (and especially if 
removed from the sight of children) the more 
reason we have to recollect our Lord^s impres- 
sive action and word, when he called a little 
child unto Him, and set him in the midst of 
His disciples, and said, ^^ Verily I say imto you. 
Except ye be converted and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
Heaven.^' And in order to remind us of this 
our Saviour's judgment, the Church, like a 
careful teacher, calls us back year by year, upon 
this day from the bustle and fever of the world. 
She takes advantage of the Massacre of the 
Innocents, to bring before us a truth, which 
else we might think little of; to sober our 
wishes and hopes of this world, our high 
ambitious thoughts, or our anxious fears, 
jealousies and cares, by the picture of the 
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purity^ peace^ and contentment of little child^ 

ren. ^There is in most men^s minds a secret 

instinct of reverence and affection toward the 
days of their childhood. They cannot help 
sighing with regret and tenderness when they 
think of it; and it is graciously done by our 
Lord and Saviom*, to avail himself (so to say) 
of this principle of our nature, and, as He 
employs all that belongs to it, so to turn this 
also to the real health of the soul. And it is 
dutifully done on the part of the Church, to 
follow the intimation given her by her Re- 
deemer and to hallow one day every year, as if 
for the contemplation of His word and deed. 

If we wish to affect a person, and (if so be) 
humble him, what can we do better than 
appeal to the memory of times past, and above 
all to his childhood ? Then it was that he came 
out of the hands of God, with all lessons and 
thoughts of Heaven freshly marked upon him. 

^Never must we forget that, in spite of 

his new birth evil is within him, though in 
its seed only; but he has this one great gift, 
that he seems to have lately come from God's 
presence, and not to understand the language of 
this visible scene, or how it is a temptation^ 
how it is a veil interposing itself between 
the soul and God. The simplicity of a child's 
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ways and notions, his ready belief of every 
thing he is told, his artless love, his franlc con- 
fidence, his confession of helplessness, his igno- 
rance of evil, his inability to conceal his 
thoughts, his admiring without coveting; and 
above all his reverential spirit, looking at all 
things about him as wonderful, as tokens and 
types of the One Invisible, are aU evidence of 
his being lately as it were a visitant in a higher 

state of things. ^The distinctness with 

which the conscience of a child tells him the 
difference between right and wrong, should also 
be mentioned. As persons advance in life, and 
yield to the temptations which come upon 
them, they lose this original endowment, and 
are obliged to grope about by the mere reason. 

There is on the other hand a difference, 

between the state of a child and that of a 
matured Christian. — St. John says, ^^ He that 
doeth righteousness is righteous, even as He 
is righteous;" and again, ^^ Every one that 
doeth righteousness is bom of Him.^^ Now it 
is plain, a child^s innocence has no share in this 
higher blessedness. He is but a type of what 
is at length to be fulfilled in him. The chief 
beauty of his mind is on its mere surface; and 
when as time goes on, he attempts to act, (as is 
his duty to do,) instantly it disappears. It is 
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only while he is stilly that he is Uke a tranquil 
water, reflecting Heaven. Therefore we mui^t 
not lament that our youthful days are gone, or 
sigh over the remembrances of pure pleasures 
and contemplations which we cannot recall; 
rather, what we were when children, is a blessed 
intimation, given for our comfort, of what God 
wiU make us, if we surrender our hearts to the 
guidance of His Holy Spirit, — a prophecy of 
good to come, — a foretaste of what will be ful- 
filled in Heaven. And thus it is that a child is 
a pledge of immortality, for he bears upon him 
in figure those hi£:h and eternal excellencies, 
in which the joy of Heaven consists; and 
which would not be thus shadowed forth by the 
All-gracious Creator, were they not one day to 
be realized. Accordingly, our Church, for the 
Epistle of this Festival, selects St. John^s 
description of the Saints in glory. 

As then we would one day reign with them, 
let us in this world learn the mind of little 
children, as the same Apostle describes it; 
^^ My little children, let us not love in word, 
neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is 
of God, and every one that loveih, is born of 
God and knoweth God. He that loveth not, 
knoweth not God, for God is love/^ 
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PRATER, (dr. SPARKE.) 

O Immortal Jesu^ — ^who hast been pleased 
in Thy Gospel, to set ns all to school to 
children, and having been one Thyself, hadst 
so great kindness for them, as to invite them to 

Thee, make us such in all good acceptations, 

tho^ it cannot be for innocence, yet at least for 

penitence and aptness imto mourning ! that 

so we may become Christ^s little ones : children 
for humility in our conversation ; for docibility 
to Thy instruction; children for cheerfulness 
in their condition, towards one another for 
affection ; children for obedience to Thine ordi- 
nances, for prayer in our wants, crying and 
calling after Thee in our afflictions ; for rever- 
ence and good manners in Thy presence, for 
gratitude to Thy bounty and for all kind of 
dependence on Thee, upon thy Providence for 
Temporals, on thy grace for Spirituals, and 
upon Thy mercy for Eternals. That so at 
length finding us what Thou conmiandest us to 
be, as little children. Thou mayest embrace us 
Ukewise in Thy arms of mercy, and invite us 
likewise in Thy arms of mercy, and invite us 
home unto Thy Father's house, in everlasting 
habitations ; come ye children, come ye blessed 
of My Father receive the kingdom prepared for 
you, and such as you^ from the beginning of the 
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world ; that so wifii good children^ having here 
sung Hosannahs to the Son of David^ we may 
hereafter sing Hallelujahs to the God of Glory. 
Amen^ amen. 



''^ They serve God day and night in his temple : they 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more. The 
Lamh which is in the midst of the throne shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters. — Rev, vii. 

As the wolf in fierceness sore 

Falls on lamhs o*er fold and fence ; 
Thus the tyrant lost to sense 
Falls on harmless innocents. 

And the cradles flow with gore — 

God of gods shall he withstand ? 
One he seeks in murdered band, 
One escapes his murderous hand. 

Mourning mothers, weep no more! 
Weep no more your pledges torn, 
Little troop in endless mom 
They attend the Virgin-born. 

Virgin-born 1 whom we adore. 

Father, Spirit, One and Three, 
Sing we glory unto Thee, 
Sing we everlastingly. 

-^Translation by the aiUhor of ''''The Cathedral" 
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THE CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST. 
{Kehle's Christian Year.) 

The year begins with Thee, 
And thou beginn*st with woe, 

To let the world of sinners see 
That blood for sin must flow. 

Thine infant cries, O Lord, 

The tears upon the breast. 
Are not enough — ^the legal sword 

Must do its stern behest. 



Art thou a child of tears, 

Cradled in care and woe ? 
And seems it hard thy vernal years 

Few vernal joys can shew ? 

And fall the sounds of mirth 

Sad on thy lonely heart. 
From all the hopes and chains of earth 

Untimely call'd to part ? 

Look here and hold thy peace : 

The giver of all good 
E*en from the womb takes no release 

From suff'ring, tears, and blood. 

If thou wouldst reap in love. 

First sow in holy fear : 
So life a winter's morn may prove 

To a bright endless year. 



THE CIRCUMCISlOl^ OF CHRIST. 



COLLECT FOR NEW TEARS DAY. 

Almighty God, who madest thy blessed Son to 
be circumcised, and obedient to the law of man ; 
Grrtmit me the true Circumcision of the Spirit ; that 
my heart, and all my members, being mortified 
from all worldly and carnal lusts, I may in all 
things obey thy blessed will ; through the same 
thy Son .Tesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

LITANY. 

By thy Circumcision, by thy Baptism, 
Good Lord, deliver me, 

DAILY SERVICE. 

O God, make clean my heart within me. 
And take not thy holy Spirit from me- 

PROPER LESSONS. 

This is my covenant which ye shall keep 



between me and you, and thy seed after thee: 
every man-child among you shall be circumcised. 

He that is bom in thy house and he that is 

bought with thy money, must needs be circum- 
cised : and my covenant shall be in your flesh for 

an everlasting covenant, And Abraham took 

Ishmael his son, and all that were bom in his 
house, and all that were bought with his money> 



every male among the men of Abraham's house, 
and circumcised the flesh of their foreskins in 
the selfsame day, as God had said unto him. — 
Gen, xvii. 

And now Israel what doth the Lord thy God 
require of thee, but to fear the Lord tliy God, to 
walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all 
thy soul, to keep the commandments of the Lord, 
and his statutes, which I command thee this day, 

for thy good ? Circumcise therefore the foreskin 

of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked. — 
Deut X. 

Circumcision verily profiteth if tliou keep the 
law : but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy cir- 
cumcision is made uncircumcision. Therefore if 
the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the 
law, shall not his uncircumcision be counted for 
circumcision ? and shall not uncircumcision which 
is by nature, if it fulfil the law, judge thee, who by 
the letter and circumcision dost transgress the law ? 
For he is not a Jew which is one outwardly; 
neither is that circumcision which is outward in 
the flesh : But he is a Jew which is one inwardly ; 
and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, 
and not in the letter ; whose praise is not of men 
but of God. — Romans ii. 

EPISTLE FOR THE DAY. 

The promise that he should be the heir of the 
world, was not to Abraham or to his seed, through 



the law, but through the righteousness of faith. — 
Romans iv. 

GOSPEL FOR THE DAY. 

And when eight days were accomplished for the 
circumcising of the child, liis name was called 
JESUS, which was so named of the angel, before 
he was conceived in the womb. — St. Luke ii. 

BAPTISM. 

Our LorcTs Baptism, — I indeed have baptized 
you with water, but he shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost. And it came to pass in those days, 
that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and 
was baptized of John in Jordan. And straightway 
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
opened, and the Spirit, like a dove, descending 
upon him : and there came a voice from heaven, 
saying. Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased. — St. Mark i. 

Our hordes declaration. — Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee. Except a man be bom of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God. St. John iii. 

Our hordes command. — Go ye, and teach {dis- 
ciple) all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
St. Mattheiv xxviii. 

Our Lord^s promise. — He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved ; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned. — St. Mark xvi. 



INFANT BAPTISM. 

Our Lord! 8 acceptance of y&ung children, — They 
brought young children to him, that he should 
touch them : and his disciples rebuked those that 
brought them. But when Jesus saw it, he waft 
much displeased, and said unto them. Suffer the 
little children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not : for of such is the kingdom of God. Verily 
I say unto you. Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not 
enter therein. And he took them up in his armSy 
put his hands upon them, and blessed them. — 
St Mark x. 

Verily I say unto you. Except ye be converted, 
^d become as little children, ye shall not enter 

into the kingdom of heaven. Whoso receiveth 

one such little child in my name, receiveth me» 

Take heed that ye despise not one of these 

little ones; for I say unto you, that in heaven 

their angels do always behold the face of my 

Father which is in heaven. It is not the will 

of your Father which is in heaven that one of 
these little ones should perish. — St. Matthew xviiL 

He took a child, and set him in the midst of 
his disciples ; and when he had taken him iu his 
arms, he said unto them. Whosoever shall receive 
one of such children in my name, receiveth me ; 
and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me, 
but him that sent me. — St, Mark ix. 

The testimony of the Propheti. — All thy children 



-shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be 
the peace of thy children. — Isaiah liv. 

They shall teach no more every man his neigh- 
bour, and every man his brother, saying, Know 
the Lord; for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the 
Lord : for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will 
remember their sin no more. — Jeremiah xxxi. 

Testimony of the Apostles, — I write unto you, 
little children, because your sins are forgiven you 
for his name's sake. — 1 John ii. 

Peter said unto them. Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost ; for the promise is unto you 
and to your children. — Acts ii. 

A certain woman, named Lydia, was bap- 
tized and her household. ^The Philippian jailor 

took Paul and SUas the same hour of the 

night, and washed their stripes ; and was baptized, 
he and all his, straightway. And when he had 
brought them into his house, he set meat before 
them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his 
house. — Acts xvi. 

Jlie Church witnesses to the practice of infant 
baptism from the earliest down to the present 
tunes. The twenty-seventh article of our Church 
says, that " The Baptism of young children is in 
anywise to be retained in the Church, as most 
agreeable with the institution of Christ" 
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INWARD GRACE OF BAPTISM. 

Testimony of Scripture, — ^Be baptized every one 
of you for the remission of sins. — Acts ii. 

And now why tarriest thou ? arise, and be 
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the 
name of the Lord. — Acts xxii. 

And such were some of you : but ye are washed, 
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God. — 1 Cor. vi. 

Ye are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. — 
Gal. iii. 

Christ loved the Church, and gave himself for 
it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word, that he might 
present it to himself a glorious Church. — Eph. v. 

In whom also ye are circumcised with the cir- 
cumcision made without hands, in putting off the 
body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision 
of Christ; buried with him in baptism, wherein 
also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 
operation of God, who hath raised him from the 
dead. And you, being dead in your sins and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened 
together with him, having forgiven you all tres- 
passes. — Proper Lesson, Col. ii. 

After that the kindness and love of God our 



Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of re- 
generation and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 
which he shed on us abundantly, through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. — TUus iii. 

Few, that is, eight souls were saved in the 
ark by water. The like figure whereunto even 
baptism doth also now save us (not the putting 
away the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good 
conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. — I Peter iii. 

Testimony of the Church. — I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins. — Nicene Creed. 

Baptism is not only a sign of profession, and 
mark of difference, whereby Christian men are 
discerned from others that be not christened, but 
it is also a sign of Regeneration of new Birth, 
whereby, as by an instrument, they that receive 
Baptism rightly are grafted into the Church; the 
promises of forgiveness of sin, and of our adoption 
to be the sons of God by the Holy Ghost, are 
visibly signed and sealed ; Faith is confirmed, and 
Grace increased by virtue of prayer unto God. — 
Article xxvii. 

In the Baptismal service, prayer is first made that 
the child may be washed and sanctified by the 
Holy Ghost, that he being delivered from God*s 
wrath may be received into the ark of Christ's. 
Church, and "that this infant coming to holy 
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Baptism may receive lemission of his sins by 
spiritual Regeneration." The words of Christ are 
then read which he spoke when he took little 
children up in his arms^ put his hands upon them, 
and blessed them. The congregation is then 
charged to " doubt not but earnestly believe that 
God win Hkewise favourably receive this present 
infant, and embrace him in the arms of his mercy.** 
Prayer is now again made " to give the Holy Spirit 
to this Infant, that he may be bom again." 
Promise is then made by the sponsors that the 
child shall be brought up in Christian faith and 
obedience: and afterwards prayer is made that 
"this water may be sanctified to the mystical 
washing away of sin, and that the child may receive 
the fulness of God's grace." When he has been 
baptized, the people are desired, "seeing that this 
child is regenerate ; to give thanks unto Almighty 
God, and to pray that he may lead the rest of his 
life according to this beginning." After the Lord's 
prayer, the priest shall say as follows. " We yield 
thee hearty thanks, most merciful Father, that it 
hath pleased thee to regenerate this Infant with 
thy Holy Spirit, to receive him for thine own child 
by adoption, and to incorporate him into thy holy 
Church." In conformity with this service, the 
Church refuses Christian burial to unbaptized 
children. 

In the Catechism, the Church puts these words 
in the child's mouth. " My Godfathers and God-' 
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mothers gave me this name in my Baptism, where- 
in I was made a member of Christ, the child of 
€rod, and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. 
I heartily thank our heavenly Father that he hath 
called me to this state of Salvation, through JesuK 
Christ our Saviour. And I pray unto God to give 
me his grace, that I may continue in the same 
unto my life's end." The child is afterwards in- 
structed in the nature both of the outward sign and 
the inward grace of his baptism. 

OBLIGATIONS OF BAPTISM. 

The Scriptures so uniformly urge the necessary 
duty of obedience on baptized Christians, that it is 
only needful to mark in particular the following 
chapters. The sermon on the moimt : Rom, xii., 
xiii. 1 Cor, xiii. GuL v. Efh. iv., v., vi. Phil, ii., iii., 
iv. Col. iii. 1 Tries, iv., v. The Epistles to Timothy 
and Titus : Heh, vi. x. The Epistles of St. James, 
St. Peter, St John, and St. Jude. 

The Church Prayer Book is no less uniform in its 
teaching. It will suffice to give the words of 
Baptism. "We receive this child into the congre- 
gation of Christ's flock, and do sign him with the 
sign of the Cross, f in token that hereafter he 
shall not be ashamed to confess the faith of 
Christ crucified, and manfully to fight under his 
banner, against sin, the world, and the devil; and 
to continue Christ's faithful soldier and servant 
unto his life's end. Amen. 



12 

MEANS OF OBEDIENCE. 

Scripture Doctrine, — Ask, and it shall be given 
you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock and it shall be 

opened unto you. If a son shall ask bread of 

any of you which is a father, will he give him a 

stone ? If ye, then, being evil, know how to 

give good gifts unto your children, how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them ttiat ask him. — St. Luke xi. 

Watch and pray that ye enter not into temp- 
tation. — St, Matthew xxvi. 

Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye 
are sealed unto the day of redemption. — Eph, iv. 

Pray without ceasing, in every thing giving 
thanks. Quench not the Spirit. — 1 Thess. v. 

Church Doctrine. — ^We have no power to do 
good works, pleasant and acceptable to God, 
without the grace of God by Christ preventing 
us, that we may have a good will, and working 
with us when we have that good will. — Article x. 

HOLY BAFHSM. 

It separates us from Adam and engraft;s us into 
Christ. It is a resurrection from sin to grace. It 
discharges us from the debt owing to the justice of 
God, by our own sins, now fully satisfied by our 
faith in the sufferings and death of Christ. It 
cancels the law of death and malediction which 
was against us. Bp, Wilson. 

Now we begin to be reckoned in a new account : 
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Grod is become our Father ; Christ our elder 
Brother ; the Spirit the earnest of our inheritance ; 
the Church our Mother ; our food is the body and 
blood of our Lord : faith is our learning, religion 
our employment, our whole life is spiritual, heaven 
the object of our hopes and the mighty prize of 
our high calhng. — Bp. Jeremy Taylor, 

We take not Baptism nor the Eucharist for bare 
resemblances or memorials of. things absent, neither 
for naked signs and testimonies assuring us of 
grace received before, but (as they are in deed 
and in verity) for means effectual, whereby God 
when we take the sacraments, delivereth into our 
hands that grace available unto eternal life, which 

grace the sacraments represent and signify. 

We receive Christ Jesus in baptism once, as the 
first beginner, in the Eucharist often, as being 
by continual degrees the finisher of our life. — 
Hooker, book v., sec. xliv. 

Why are we taught that with water God doth 
purify and cleanse His Church ? (Epk. v. 26.) 
Wherefore do the Apostles of Christ term bap- 
tism a bath of regeneration ? (Tit, iii. 6.) What 
purpose had they in giving men advice to receive 
outward baptism, and in persuading them it did 
avail to remission of sins ? {Acts ii. 38.) The grace 
which is given them with their baptism, doth so far 
forth depend on the very outward sacrament, that 
God will have it embraced, not only as a sign or 
token what we receive, but also as a mean or 
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instnunent whereby we receive grace, because bap- 
tism is a sacrament which God hath instituted in 
His Church, to the end that they which receive the 
same might thereby be incorporated into Christ, 
and through His most precious merit, obtain as 
well that saving grace of imputation which taketh 
away all former guiltiness, as also that infused 
Divine virtue of the Holy Ghost which giveth to 
the powers of the soul their first disposition towards 

the future newness of life. As we are not 

naturally men without birth, so neither are we 
Christian men in the eye of the Church of God 
but by new birth, nor according to the manifest 
ordinary course of Divine dispensation new bom, 
but by that baptism which both declareth and 

maketh us Christians. If Christ Himself who 

giveth salvation, do require baptism; it is not for 
us that look for salvation, to sound and examine 
Him, whether unbaptized men may be saved ; but 
seriously to do that which is required, and reli- 
giously to fear the danger which may grow by 
the want thereof. — It hath been constantly held, 
that baptism, taken away by necessity, is supplied 

by desire of baptism. They whom God's own 

mercy saveth without us, are on our parts notwith- 
standing, and as much as in uslieth, even destroyed, 
when under insufficient pretences we defraud them 
of such ordinary outward helps as we should exhi- 
bit. ^We have for baptism no day set, as the 

Jews had for circumcision. Baptism, therefore, 
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even in the meaning of the law of Christ, 
belongeth unto infants capable thereof from the 
very instant of their birth." — Hooker, hook v. sec. 
xlvi. 
By water and the Holy Ghost is there (St, John 

iiL 5,) meant holy Baptism. ^This literal sense 

given is agreeable to other texts ; as namely, to 
Acts viii. 83, and x. 47., where water is declared to 
be the element of Baptism. And expressly again, 
" Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for 
it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 

washing of water." Ephes. v., 26. ^That this is 

the most catholic interpretation appears by St. 
Augustine, Tertullian, and all the ancient interpre- 
ters upon the place who expound it all of Baptism. 

■ T hus are we instructed in the nature, necessity 

and efficiency of holy Baptism, that it is the only 
ordinary means of regeneration or second birth, 
which gives us a right and title to heaven. — Bishop 
Sparrow's Rationale, 

BAFHSMAL EDUCATION. 

From our Lord's solemn declaration and com- 
mand, from His habitual love and acceptance of 
little children, and from the combined testimony of 
Scripture and the Church to the inward grace of 
the Sacrament, the pmclice of Infant baptism, and 
the obligation of baptized Christians to obedience, 
the subject of baptismal education derives unspeak- 
able importance. Accordingly we find that where 
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any one of these truths is in any degree lost sight 
of, there in the same degree is the religious instruc- 
tion of the young either neglected or ill conducted. 
Christian parents ought to think much of that pre- 
cious privilege which the Cliurch has given them, 
in permitting them to baptize their infant children : 
For whereas " the natural mind receiveth not the 
things of God,'* they may hence derive a great en- 
couragement, to trust that those faithful instruc- 
tions which they give them, shall be engrafted by 
God s Holy Spirit on their hearts, so tliat they may 
receive the truth in the love of it. Through them 
the Church would deliver to their children the 
doctrines of the faith, and it is a truth not to be 
overlooked, that the mind of a child is as able, nay 
better able, to receive and understand them, than 
the cultivated minds of the most learned men : 
" God hath chosen the weak things of the world 
to confound the things which are mighty." 
Whoever omits this duty in the case of his own 
baptized children, or fails to provide such instruc- 
tion for those of the poor around him, shows that 
he is not duly sensible of the freeness of God's 
grace and mercy : and he imitates those disciples, 
who, by rebuking them that brought the little 
children, incurred their Lord's displeasure. By 
such neglect we are profaning the Sacrament, and 
can expect no good, but rather evil to result from 
it ; for as Hooker says, " The Sacraments are not 
physical, but moral instruments of salvation, duties 
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of service and worship, which unless we perform, 
as the Author of grace requireth, they are unprofit- 
able, for all receive not the grace of God, which 
receive the sacraments of His grace." — Book v., 
sec, xliv. It is but too true, that in many of our 
schools the Baptismal privilege has been so little 
set before the children, that some of them, though 
in the habit of repeating the Catechism by rote, 
are actually in ignorance whether they have ever 
been themselves baptized or not. Thus are 
Christ's children driven from Him, and being left 
to the sad delusion that they are still the children, 
not of grace, but of wrath, they are deprived of 
confidence toward God, and are reduced to the 
condition of heathen children. Let us rather 
teach them at the very beginning, in the true 
spirit of the Scriptures and Liturgy, how great is 
the love of God toward them, in that they are 
already brought through Christ into His favour, 
and that for His sake the Holy Spirit has been 
vouchsafed to them in their baptism. Let us tell 
them, that it is through their own continual prayers 
for His grace, and by their striving to do what 
they know to be right, that He will certainly abide 
with them, and lead them in the way of life : and 
l6t us warn them, that by their neglect of prayer 
and resistance to their consciences. He will be 
withdrawn from them, and leave them "to go 
astray and speak lies,** and do all wickedness, *' the 
wages of which is death.** There is little use, in 
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their merely sapng by heart (as we call it) the 
creeds and catechism : their true meaning should 
be explained and brought home to their hearts by 
word of mouth. Let them learn, as soon as they 
can speak, to pray to their " Father which is in 
heaven ;" and before long it is well to teach them 
some of the simpler Collects of the Church. Let 
them read daily those parts of Scripture that are 
best suited for their years ; and it is an excellent 
practice to write short and easy prayers for them 
out of the very words of Holy writ. In this way 
they will best learn to confess and pray for them- 
selves : and let us hope and believe, that they will 
thus " trust in God, and not forget the works 6f 
God> but keep His commandments ;*' and '' not be 
as their forefathers, a faithless and stubborn gene- 
ration,— —-turning their backs, and starting aside 
like a broken bow.** There is every hope, that 
under such teaching they will grow up in their 
Baptism, that they will in due time present them- 
selves for Confirmation, become habitual commu- 
nicants at the Lord's table, and live as His faithful 
servants and true members of His holy Church. 



NEW YEAR'S DAY. 

It is useful to recollect that on the birth-day of 
each new year the Church celebrates the new 
1»rth*day of her members. It will be well, if its 
annual recurrence remind us of our own high 
privileges, and force on us the question, whether 
we are walking according to them. "Are we 
seeking those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God ? Are we setting 
our affections on things above, not on things on 
the earth ; and is our life hid with Christ in God ?'* 
Let us remember that on this condition only may 
we take that promise to ourselves, that " when 
Christ who is our life shall appear, then shall we 
also appear with Him in Glory.*' This is the 
chosen day for making presents to our friends : — 
Have we yet as sons given to God our hearts? 
This is the day when we make new year's gifts to 
our Godchildren : — Have we during the past year 
made them a present of our daily prayers P It is 
the chief advantage of keeping the fasts and 
festivals of the Church, that each of them brings 
some special subject homie to us. If we have not 
hitherto done it, let us in the year ensuing ask 
ourselves these questions. — During Epiphany, are 
we thankfal for the light of the Gospel, and are we 
doing our best to propagate it throughout the 
world ? — On SL PauCs Day, are our hearts con- 
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verted to God ? — On the Purification of the Blessed 
Virgin, do we humbly submit ourselves like her to 
the Church ordinances ? — On St, Mat(hias*s Day, 
do we pray that the Church may be delivered from 
unfaithful Pastors ? — On Ash Wednesday and during 
Lent, do we set bounds to our appetites, and are 
our sins a real burden to us ? — On tlie Ember Days, 
is it our habitual practice to pray for the Bishops 
and Clergy and Candidates for the Ministry ? — 
On the Annunciation, do we adore God's goodness 
in the Incarnation of His Son, and do we honour 
the Mother of our Lord as the most Blessed among 
women ? — In Passion Week and on Good Friday, 
are we duly thankful for Our Saviour s death ? — 
On all those Fasts Days, the Fridays of the year, do 
we try ourselves, whether we are crucified to the 
world ? — At Easter, are we living, as being risen 
with Christ ? — On St. Mark's Day, do we use aright 
the written histories of our Lord's life ? — On St 
James's Day, does our faith lead to Christian prac- 
tice ? Are we doing those faithful works, by which 
he tells us that we are justified ? — On Holy Thurs- 
day, do we bear in mind, that our blessed Lord 
now sits on the right hand of the Father, making 
intercession for us ? — On Whit-Sunday, is God the 
Holy Spirit dwelling within us, and are we desirous 
to live as the temples of God ? — On Trinity Sunday, 
is our faith steadfast in the doctrine of the Church ? 
— From St, Barnabas, have we learnt the necessity 
of a habit of forbearance ? — With St. John the Bap- 
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Hit, are we mortified to earthly pleasures ? — Like 
St. Peter, are we ready penitents, and bold for the 
trutli ? Do we follow Christ as willingly as the 
Apostles James and Bartholomew P And are we as 
free as St. Matthew from a covetous spirit? — At 
Michaelmas, can we thank God for the ministry 
of His Angels, and have we a good hope that 
they are now rejoicing over us ? — Does St. Luke's 
Day, remind us to make a good use of the writings 
that he has left us ? — Do we contend earnestly, 
like St. Jude, for the faith once delivered unto 
the Saints ? — On All Saints day, are we already 
in communion with the blessed company ? — At 
Advent, are we prepared for the Lord's coming ? 
Do we remember that as we must live by faith 
here, so hereafter by our works only shall we be 
judged ? — Are we as little engrossed by our 
earthly callings as St. Andrew P — Do we take 
warning by the unbelief of St. Thomas P — At 
Christmas, do we imiUite Christ's humility ? — 
With St. Stephen, can we pray for our enemies ? 
— Do we act upon St. Johns last words, " Little 
children, love one another " ? Are we very 
cautious how we think or speak of the religion of 
others ? and are we in charity with all men ? — In 
short, to sum up the whole, have we on Innocents' 
day the minds of little children P If we can sin- 
cerely give good answers to these questions, then 
our next New Year's Day will be a happy one ; 
for we shall be able to reply without fear to that 
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day s question, that we have in truth given our 
hearts unto the Lord. 

A child's confession. 

O Ahnighty God, to whom all hearts are open. 
Thou knowest the sins that I have this day com- 
mitted against Thee in thought, word and deed. — 
I have done many things that are evil, and left 
undone many things that are good. (Here confess 
in particular.) But though I am sinful. Thou hast 
made me Thine own child in haptism, for His sake 
who loves little children ; and when I confess my 
sins. Thou dost willingly forgive them for Christ's 
sake. O grant me daily more of Thy Holy Spirit, 
that I may become holier, and live so as to please 
Thee better. Let Thy holy angels take care of 
me, and do Thou make me watchful to do Thy 
will, that they may be able to rejoice over me. — 
Let me not grieve Thy Holy Spirit, which Thou 
hast so lovingly given unto me to help me- Make 
me ever to speak the truth : Take away from me 
all bitterness, anger and malice; and make me 
kind toward all around me, tender hearted, and 
fuD of forgiveness, even as Thou, O Father, for 
Christ's sake hast forgiven me. Grant all this, of 
Thy bounteous goodness, for Thine own Son my 
dear Redeemer s sake. Amen. 

A child's collect for pakdon. 

O Lord, I beseech Thee, mercifully to hear the 
prayer of Thy sinful child; and spare me, now 
that I have confessed my sins unto Thee : that by 
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Hiy merciful pardon I may be forgiven all those 
fflns^ of which my Conscience has accused me; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
child's collect for grace. 
Grant to me. Lord, I beseech Thee, the spirit to 
Uiink and do always such tilings as be rightful ; 
that I, who cannot do anything that is good 
withput Thee, may by Thee be enabled to live 
according to Thy will, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER OF A SPONSOR. 

O Merciful God; Thou hast given us a great 
privilege in suffering us to bring little children 
unto Thee. — Do Thou take especial care of those 
whom I have presented unto Thee in Baptism. 
Guide their parents to teach them rightly, that so 
by Thy grace they may receive the truth as it is 
taught them, and spend their lives in Thy service. 
To those of them, that are advancing in youth, 
give Thy heavenly grace, that they may withstand 
the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, and follow Thee with pure hearts and minds : 
and to those that are now preparing for Confirma- 
tion, give a double measure of Thy Holy Spirit, 
that they may be fully established in the doctrines 
of Thy Church ; and do Thou keep them faithful 
unto death, that they may in the end receive the 
crown of life ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

COLLECTS FOR CHILDREN. 

The following Collects may be made use of for 
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young Children with very little alteration : The 
Collects for the fifth Sunday after Easter, the sixth, 
seventh, ninth, eleventh, fourteenth, seventeenth, 
eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first 
Sundays after Trinity ; and the first Collect of the 
Communion Service. The Children may be taught 
the rest of the Collects as they grow older. 



HOLY BAPTISM. 

" The Temple^' by George Herbert. 

As he that sees a dark and shady grove, 
Stays not, but looks beyond it on the sky ; 
So when I view my sins, mine eyes remove 

More backward still, and to that water fly, 

Which is above the heavens, whose spring and vent 
Is in my dear Redeemer's pierced side. 
O blessed streams ! either ye do prevent 

And stop our sins from growing thick and wide, 

Or else give tears to drown them as they grow. 
In you Redemption measures all my time. 
And spreads the plaster equal to the crime : 

You taught the book of life my name, that so, 
Whatever future sins should me miscall. 
Your first acquaintance might discredit all. 
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There shall be a root of Jesse ^ and He that shall riae 
to reign over the Gentiles ; in Him shall the Gentiles 
trust. — Rom, xv. 

What is that which shines afar 
Fairer than the Sun at morn ? 

'Tis a glorious star, 
Which a rising King doth harbinger, 
And marks a cradle low, where God on earth is bom. 
Faithful spake ye, seers of old. 

From Jacob doth a Star arise, 
The East is stirred to behold. 
A little star keeps watch without, 

'Tis let down from the skies ; 
But a nobler Star within 

Doth it's march begin, 
Which on their distant rout. 
To Him with gentle power doth lead the Wise. 
The toil and perils what are they ? 
Faithful love knows no delay : 
Kindred, and home, and country holds not them ; 
*Tis God that calls, and they obey. 

Star of Bethlehem, 
Star of Grace, that lead*st the way. 
Let not the mists of our dark soul 
Obstruct Thy heavenly light, and guiding soft controul. 
Father, Light of lights, to Thee, 
To Holy Spirit, and to Son, 
In whom Thou to the world hast shone. 
Everlasting glory be ! 



Translation by the Author of '* The Cathedral, 
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THE EPIPHANY, 

Or the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles^ 

COLLECT FOR THE DAT, JAN. 6. 

O God, who by the leading of a star didst 
manifest thy only-begotten Son to the Gentiles; 
mercifully grant, that we, which know thee now 
by faith, may after this life have the fruition of thy 
glorious Godhead ; through Jesus Christ our Loi*d. 
Amen. 

DAILY SERVICE. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven. — The Lord's Prayer, 

All the Earth doth worship thee : the Father 
everlasting. 

The holy Church throughout all the world doth 
acknowledge thee. 

Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ 

When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of 
death : thou didst open the Kingdom of Heaven 
to all believere. — Te Deum, 

O ye Children of Men, bless ye the Lord : praise 
him and magnify him for ever. — Benedicite. 

The day spring from on high hath visited us; 
to give light to them that sit in darkness, and in 
the shadow of death ; and to guide our feet into 
the way of peace. — St, Luke i. 



O be joyful in the Lord ; all ye lands : serve the 
Lord with gladness^ and come before his presence 
with a song. — Psalm c. 

All the ends- of the world have seen the sal- 
vation of our God. Shew yourselves joyful unto 
the Lord, all ye lands: sing, rejoice, and give 
thanks. — Psalm xcviii. 

Mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou 
hast prepared, before the face of all people ; to be 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory 
of thy people Israel. — St, Luke ii. 

God be merciful unto us, and bless us : and 
shew us the light of his countenance, and be mer- 
ciful unto us : that thy way may be known upon 
earth : thy saving health among all nations. God 
shall bless us ; and all the ends of the world shall 
fear him. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ; 
and to the Holy Ghost ; as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be; world without end. 
Amen. — Psalm Ixvii. 

LITANY. 

That it may please thee to give to all nations, 
unity, peace, and concord ; 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
That it may please thee to have mercy upon 
all men; 

We beseech thee to hear tis, good Lord, 

PROPER LESSONS. 

Arise, shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon thee. For behold, the 



darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness 
the people : hut the Lord shall arise upon thee, 
and his glory shall he seen upon thee. And the 
Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the 

brightness of thy rising. Thine heart shall fear 

and be enlarged ; because the abundance of the 
sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the 

Gentiles shall come unto thee : and thou shalt 

know that I the Lord am thy Saviour and thy 

Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob. ^The sun 

shall be no more thy light by day; neither for 
brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: 
but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting 
light, and thy God thy glory. — Isaiah Ix. 

Listen, O Isles, unto me ; and hearken, ye- 
people from afar ; the Lord hath called me from 

ihe womb ; and said unto me. Thou art my 

servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified. 

It is a light thing, that thou shouldest be my 

servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to 
restore the preserved of Israel ; I will also give 
thee for a light for the Gentiles, that thou mayest 

be my salvation unto the end of the earth. ^I 

will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant 
of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to 
inherit the desolate heritages ; that thou mayest 
say to the prisoners. Go forth ; to them that are 
in darkness. Shew yourselves. They shall feed in 
the ways, and their pastures shall be in high 
places. They shall not hunger nor thirst ; neither 
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tball the h^&t nor sun smite them : for he that 
hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the 
springs of water shaU he guide them. — Isaiah xlix< 

Now when all the people were baptized, it came 
to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and pray- 
ing, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Ghost 
descended in a bodily shape, like a dove, upon 
him ; and a voice came from heaven, which said. 
Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well 
pleased. — St. Luke iii. 

This beginning of miracles (the turning of the 
water into loine) did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, 
and manifested forth his glory ; and his disciples 
believed on him. — St. John ii. — Read the whole of 
these Chapters* 

EPISTLE FOR THE DAY. 

Unto me, who am less than the least of all 
saints, is this g^ace given, that I should preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ — Eph. iii. 

GOSPEL FOR THE DAY. 

When Jesus was bom in Bethlehem of Judea, 
in the days of Herod the king, behold, there 
came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying. 
Where is he that is bom King of the Jews ? for 
we have seen his star in the east and are come 
to worship him. — {Read, how Herod, having fnade 
enquiry about it, sent them to Bethlehem,) and 
they departed; and lo, the star which they saw 
in the east went before them, till it came and 



stood over where the young child was. When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding 
great joy. And when they were come into the 
house, they saw the young child with Mary his 
mother, and fell down and worshipped him : and 
when they had opened their treasures, they prcr 
(sented unto him g^fts ; gold, and frankincense, and 
myrrh. — St Matthew ii. 

MANIFESTATION TO THE GENTILES. 

Bishop Andrews is of opinion, that these sages 
received instruction from the prophecy of their 
countiyman Balaam, ''There shall come a star 
out of Jacob." — {Jsrum1)ers xxiv.) — But after all, 
as Dr. Sparke well observes, "the safest truth 
is, that it was revealed to them from heaven, 
without whose illumination what a palpable dark- 
liess are we in ! without a guide from heaven, 
there's no getting thither; no finding the way 
to Christ, without his star do lead us." 

The first manifestation was of the Star, the 
Gentiles' guide to Christ. The second Epiphany 
or manifestation, was that of the glorious Trinity 
at the baptism of Christ. The third was of 
Christ's glory or divinity, by the miracle of turning 
water into ^mQ% — Bp>, Sparrows Rationale, p. 106. 

PROPAQATION OF THE GOSPEL. 

When we use the Collect for this day, we 
•declare to Him, unto whom all hearts are open> 
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that we know Him by faith. Is this trae? If 
it be so, we are ceitainly doing something, and 
that too according to our means, for the propa- 
gation of this faith throughout the world : for it 
is not possible that they, " into whose hearts the 
true light hath shined," should quietly sit by, 
and look on those, who are still ''in darkness 
and the shadow of death/* If we are as yet 
doing nothing of this kind, we are lying to God : 
and it is high time that we should repent: for 
the day is coming when there will be no repent- 
ance ; and if we refuse to repent now, we shall 
not then, according to the prayer of the Collect, 
enjoy the glory of God. The manifestation of 
Christ to the Gentiles was to ourselves: for we 
were never the chosen people of God, but 
Gentiles, just the same as the heathen are to 
this day. Have we then no fellow feeling for 
our brother Gentiles ? Besides the case of the 
heathen, there is another consideration that may 
well move us. We have sent away for our own 
convenience, multitudes of our own brethren to 
distant colonies. At home they had their parish 
churches, but in many parts where they are now, 
they have neither Churches, nor Clergy, nor any 
other means of grace ; and we must bear in mind 
that they are the poor and not the rich, and so can 
afford to do little or nothing for themselves. We 
are not all called to be Missionaries, but there is 
not one among us^ who has it not in his power to 



do something toward this blessed work ; for there 
are different societies connected with our Church, 
through any one of which a private person may 
grive his assistance according to his means. It is of 
importance that these societies should be rightly 
constituted, and duly subject to the Church au- 
thorities : for if any where, surely in the presence 
of the heathen whom we desire to convert, we must, 
as Christian men, shew forth the fruits of our faith, 
in unity and obedience, in peace and love. This 
is unhappily not the case with all our Societies, 
for we have lately heard the Bishop of Calcutta 
(as well as other Colonial Bishops) complaining, 
that he is sadly impeded in his Episcopal duties ; 
and he has stated on a former occasion, that 
"he discovered a system at work in the extreme 
South of India (under the Missionaries of one 
of our societies) in direct opposition to our Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, by the members of 
which they were sent out — a system so ruinous 
in his judgment, to the holiness and peace of the 
new converts, as to threaten a subversion among 
them of Christianity itself" (Preface to Charges, 
1835J There is, however, one society quite free 
from all these objections, namely, that for the Pro- 
pagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, established 
A.D. 1701, and from the Committee of that society 
in Calcutta, the Bishop states, ''that he has met 
with nothing since he has been in India, but cor- 
dial and zealous co-operation." (Note to Charge, 
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1838.) Parochial associations are now being orga- 
nized in aid of this society. A Clergyman, well 
known to the Church by his writings, lately addres- 
sed his people from the pulpit on this subject, and 
after giving an account of the society, he proceeded 
in words to this effect ; " You all profess yourselves 
to be faithful followers of Christ, and that you love 
His Church. Here is a blessed opportunity for 
shewing your faith and love. It is my desire that 
every one of you shall become a subscriber to this 
Society. When I say every one, I must explain 
that there are a few, though I am happy to say 
only very few in this parish, whom I cannot admit 
to take a share in this happy privilege, I mean 
those who are denying the Faith by their evil lives : 
but to the rest of you I say. Give me a proof of 
your sincerity by coming to me to-morrow, with 
some offering in proportion to your means. 'Every 
man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let 
him give ; not grudgingly or of necessity : for God 
loveth a cheerful giver.' — The result was that every 
respectable parishioner presented himself at the ap^ 
pointed time : all gave, but some gave so much, 
that the Clergyman did not think it r^ht to receive 
it "You have done well," he said, "but I am 
persuaded that you are offering me more than you 
can well afford : for remember — this is never to stop, 
you are to do the same every year ; I will gladly 
accept so much of it, but you shall take back the 
rest, and then next year you may bring me more." 
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He did n-^t for^j^et, after St. Paul's example, to tell 
his people, how much pleasure their willing liber- 
ality had ^iven him. Here is a double pattern, 
worthy of bein^ followed both by the Clergy and 
by the people. Let us all go and do likewise ; 
and we may be sure that, if we do it in a spirit 
of faith and prayer, God's blessing will be with 
us, and so in His own time, (in the words of the 
Lesson,) ** Every valley shall be filled, and every 
mountain and hill shall be brought low, and the 
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 
ways shall be made smooth : and all flesh shall 
see the salvation of God.** 

A child's prayer. 
O Almighty Father, who of thy goodness haat 
made me a Christian child, I pray unto Thee in 
behalf of all heathen children. In mercy make 
known to them Thy love towards them, in 
giving Thine own Son to die for them. Thou 
hast willed this to be done through our means: 
give me therefore the heart to deny myself for 
their sake, and to do something for them, that they 
too may by Thy grace become Christian children : 
and this I pray, O Lord, for Thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ's sake. Amen. 

A PRATER. ROBERT NELSON. 

Most Gracious God, who through thy infinite 
goodness hast been pleased to offer salvation to all 
mankind, / bless thy holy name for that glo- 
rious light which dispersed itself through the dark 
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regions of this world, and I adore thy infinite 

mercy, which brought the joyful sound to this 

land of my nativity. O may we always value 

such an inestimable benefit, by walking as children 
of the light, and by compassionating the miseries 
of those that still sit in darkness ! To this end, I 
humbly beseech thee to prosper the undertakings 
of that Society which is established among us for 
Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts {and 
other like Societies;) make the members thereof 
zealous and diligent in that good work : give 
them wisdom to discern the best and most proper 
means of promoting it, courage and resolution to 
pursue it ; and by unity and affection in their 
consultations, and by thy blessing upon their en- 
deavours, the happiness to effect it; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

COLLECT FOR THE SIXTH SUNDAY. 

O God, whose blessed Son was manifested, that 
he might destroy the works of the devil, and make 
us the Sons of God and heirs of eternal life ; 
Grant us, we beseech thee, that, having this hope, 
we may purify ourselves, even as he is pure ; that, 
when he shall appear again with power and great 
glory, we may be made like unto him in his eternal 
and glorious kingdom ; where with thee, O Father, 
and thee, O Holy Ghost, he liveth and reigneth, 
ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

H. AND A. HILL, TTF., STANDARD OFFICE, BBISTOL. 
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The wild boar out of the wood doth root it up : and 
the wild beast of the field devour it. Turn Thee again, 
Thou God of Hostg, look down from Heaven : behold 
and visit this vine. — Psalm Ixxx. 

Whither, Saul, this raging sense 

In thy bosom burning, 
On defenceless innocence 

All thy fury turning ? 
Other than thou hast in mind 
An Avenger shalt thou find. 

Christ is now at hand, behold, 

Who his power defieth ? 
Where is now pursuer bold ? 

On the earth he lieth : 
And Christ's armed foe e'en now 
Shall as Christ's meek herald go. 

He who fiU'd with threat'nings sped. 

Chains and death preparing ; 
By a gentle hand is led. 

With a child-like bearing ; 
Like a raging wolf he came ; 
But he goes a gentle lamb. 



O 



Praise the Father, by whose might 

Life to us is given ; 
And the Son, by whose blest light 

We are bom to Heaven ; 
And the Spirit, by whose breath 
We are saved from endless death. 

Translation by the Author of '' The Cathedral:' 



Wit cronba:i$ion of ^u ]|mtU 

COLLECT FOR TAB DAY, JAN. 25. 

God, who, through the preaching of the 
blessed Apostle St. Paul, hast caused the light 
of the Gospel to shine throughout the world ; 
Grant, .we beseech Thee, that we, having his 
wonderful conversion in remembrance, may shew 
forth our thankfulness unto Thee for the same, 
by following the holy doctrine which he taught ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

DAILY SERVICE. 

When the wicked man turneth away from his 
wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth 
that which is lawful and right, he shall save his 
soul alive. — Ezek. xviii. 

God desireth not the death of a sinner, but 
rather that he may turn from his wickedness and 
live. — Absolution. 

1 believe in the forgiveness of sins. — Creed. 

LITANY. 

That it may please Thee to give us true re- 
pentance ; to forgive us all our sins, negligences, 
and ignorances; and to endue us with the grace 
of Thy Holy Spirit, to amend our lives according 
to Thy Holy Word ; 

We beseech Thee to hear tis, good Lord. 

EPISTLE FOR THE DAY. 

And Saul^ yet breathing out threatenings and 



slaughter against the disciples of the Lord^ went 
unto the High Priest, and desired of him letters 
to Damascus to the Synagogues, that, if he found 
any of this way, whether they were men or 
women, he might bring them bound unto Jeru- 
salem. And as he journeyed, (read in the 

Bible or Prayer Book, how the Lord appeared to 
him in the way, and sent him blind and trembling 
into the city, where he was to hear the words of 
Ananias,) Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus that 
appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, 
hath sent me that thou mightest receive thy sight, 
and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And imme- 
diately there fell from his eyes as it had been 
scales ; and he received sight forthwith, and arose, 
and was baptized. — Acts ix. 

GOSPEL FOR THE DAY. — MATT. xix. 27. 

PROPER LESSONS. 
Wisdom T. Acts xxii. to v. 22. — Wisdom yi. Acts xxvi. 

Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence 

which I make now unto you. (Those who read 

these '' Scripture Tracts," should keep the Bible 
open before them,) and I said. Lord, they know 
that I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue 
them that believed on thee : and when the blood 
of thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also was stand- 
ing by and consenting unto his death, and kept 
the raiment of them that slew him. And he said 
unto me. Depart, for I will send thee far hence 
unto the Gentiles. And they gave him audience 



unto this word, and then lifted up their voices and 
said. Away with such a fellow from the earth : for 
it is not fit that he should live. Acts xxii. 

Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art per- 
mitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched 
forth his hand, and answered for himself: — {Read, 
how, after courteously bespeaking the attention of 
Agrippa, he relates his own conversion, and preaches 
the death and res^urrection of Christ.) And as he 
thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud 
voice, Paul thou art beside thyself, much learning 
doth make thee mad. But he said, I am not mad, 
most noble Festus ; but speak forth the words of 
truth and soberness. For the king knoweth of 
these things, before whom also I speak freely. 
Acts xxvi. 

Then shall the righteous man stand in great 
boldness before the face of such as have afflicted 
him, and made no account of his labours. When 
they see it, they shall be troubled with terrible 
fear, and shall be amazed at the strangeness of his 
salvation, so far beyond all that they looked for. 
And they, repenting and groaning for anguish of 
spirit, shall say within themselves. This was he 
whom we had sometimes in derision and a proverb 
of reproach : We fools accounted his life madness, 
and his end to be without honor : How is he num- 
bered among the children of God, and his lot is 
among the Saints ! Wisdom v. 

Hear therefore, O ye^ kings, and understand ; 



learn ye that be judges of the ends of the earths 

Because being ministers of his kingdom ye 

have not judged aright, nor kept the law nor 
walked after the counsel of God ; horribly and 
speedily shall he come upon you : for a sharp 
judgment shall be to them that be in high places. 
For mercy will soon pardon the meanest, but 
mighty men shall be mightily tormented. Wisd. vi. 

And as he reasoned of righteousness, temper- 
ance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled. — 
Acts ixiv. 

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled 
me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me 
into the ministry; who was before a blasphemer, 
and a persecutor, and injurious; but I obtained 
mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 
And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abund- 
ant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 
This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom I am chief. Howbeit for 
this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus- 
Christ might shew forth all long-suffering, for a 
pattern to them which should hereafter believe on 
him to life everlasting. — 1 Tim. i. 

HISTORICAL NOTICE. 

After passing the winter at Malta, where he had 
been wrecked, St. Paul arrived in Rome, A.D. 66, 
and was kept there for two years a prisoner. 



chained by the ami to a soldier. He was how* 
ever suffered to live in his own private lodging, 
where he was able to preach the gospel so freely, 
that the number of the Christians whom he had 
found there, increased rapidly, and converts were 
made even in the palace. During this period, his 
companion, St. Luke, wrote the history of his 
previous labours, and he himself, the three epistles 
to the Philippians, Ephesians, and Colossians, as 
well as that to his convert Philemon. He was 
visited at this time by Timothy, but whether he 
ever conversed with St. Peter here, is imcertain. 
After his release, A.D. 58, his life was prolonged 
for eight or ten years, during which he travelled 
about preaching the Gospel. His "fellow- 
labourer," St. Clement, writes that he went 
to the extreme west ; but it is very doubtful 
whether he ever visited our own island, though 
that is asserted by Theodoret, who lived in the 
fifth century. Eusebius, who wrote as early as 
A. D. 320, states that Britain was visited by Apos- 
tles, but he does not name St. Paul. Dr. Burton 
(whose authority is followed in this, as well as in 
some other notices) observes, that "there might 
appear no more reason against their going to 
Germany or Britain, than to Persia or India ; and 
when we consider what was actually done by 
Paul, in the space of little more than three years, 
we could easily conceive the whole of the world to 
have been traversed in the same period, if all the 
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Apostles were equally active," On his second 
visit to Rome, he was called to bear witness to the 
truth by his death, at the same time with St. 
Peter, probably A. D. 67, He was made prisoner 
soon after his arrival, and aftier making, it is said, 
a public defence, he was beheaded. The place 
of his burial was shewn in the third century, on 
the side of the road leading to Ostia. 

CONVERSION OF ST. AUGUSTINE. 

It was the misfortune of St. Augustine, that his 
parents were not agreed on the subject of religion. ; 
so that, though he received much good instruction 
from his pious mother, yet he was not consistently 
brought up in the faith of the Church, nor did 
his mother think it safe, as her husband was a 
pagan, to have her son baptized in childhood. 
His first decided step in religion, was to join 
the heretical communion of the Manichees, and 
he was afterwards converted to the Church in 
his thirty-second year. The following account of 
his conversion is from the eighth book of his con- 
fessions* " But when a deep consideration had 
from the secret bottom of my soul, drawn together 
and heaped up all my misery in the sight of my 
heart ; there arose a mighty storm bringing a 
mighty shower of tears. Which that I might pour 
forth wholly in its natural expressions, I rose from 

Alypius. He then remained where we were 

sitting, most extremely astonished. I cast myself 
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down, I know not how, under a certain fig-tree, 
giving full vent to my tears ; and the floods of mine 
eyes gushed out, ^ an acceptable sacrifice to thee." 
And not indeed in these words, yet to this purpose, 
spake I much unto Thee : " And Thou, O Lord, 
how long ? how long. Lord, wilt Thou be angry for 

ever ?" 1 sent up these sorrowful words; How 

long ? how long, to-morrow, and to-morrow ? Why 
not now ? Why is there not this hour an end to 
my uncleanness ? So was I speaking, and weeping 
in the most bitter contrition of my heart, when, lo ! 
I heard from a neighbouring house a voice, as of a 
boy or girl, I know not, chanting, and oft repeating. 
Take up and read ; Take up and read. Instantly, 
my countenance altered, I began to think most in- 
tently, whether children were wont in any kind of 
play to sing such words : nor could I remember 
ever to have heard the like. So checking the torrent 
of my tears, I arose ; interpreting it to be no other 
than a command from God, to open the book, 
and read the first chapter I should find. For I 

had heard of Antcmy . Eagerly then I 

returned to the place, where Alypius was sitting; 
for there had I laid the volume of the Apostle, 
when I arose thence. I seized, opened, and in 
silence read that section, on which my eyes first 
fell : ^' Not in rioting and drunkenness, not in 
chambering and wantonness, not in strife and 
envying: but put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make not provision for the flesh,'* in concu- 
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piscence. No further would I read; nor needed 
I: for instantly at the end of this sentence^ by 
a light as it were of serenity infused into my 
hearty all the darkness of doubt vanished away. 
Then putting my finger between, or some other 
mark, I shut the volume, and with a calmed 
countenance made it known to Alypius. And what 
was wrought in him, which I knew not, he thus 
shewed me. He asked to see what I had read : I 
shewed him ; and he looked even further than I 
had read, and I knew not what followed. This 
followed, "him that is weak in the faith, receive ;" 
which he applied to himself and disclosed to me. 
And by this admonition was he strengthened; 
and by a good resolution and purpose, and most 
corresponding to his character, wherein he did 
always very far differ from me for the better, with- 
out any turbulent delay he joined me. Thence 
we go in to my mother ; we t^ll her ; she rejoiceth : 
we relate in order how it took place ; she leaps for 
joy, and triumpheth and blesseth Thee, " Who art 
able to do above that which we ask and think ;" for 
she perceived that Thou hadst given her more for 
me, than she was wont to beg by her pitiful and 
most sorrowful groanings. For thou convertedst 
me unto Thyself, so that T sought neither wife nor 
any hope of this world, standing in that rule of 
faith, where Thou hadst shewn me unto her in a 

vision, so many years before. " He was shortly 

after baptized with Alypius and his son Adeoda- 
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tus, and as he thought that he could serve God 
best in his native land^ he left Milan to return to 
Carthage with his mother Monnica, but she died 
on the way at Ostia. His own account of her death 
cannot be read without deep interest. He became 
afterwards one of the most eminent Bishops of 
the Church, and his writings will probably help to 
maintain the truth, so long as the Church remains 
militant on earth. 

PRAYER FOR A YOUNG CHRISTIAN. 

O Merciful God, who didst convert the perse- 
cutor Saul into an Apostle of the Faith, grant me 
graqe to profit aright by the remembrance of Thy 
mercy, and teach me to believe, that, as I have 
been baptized into thy Church, and brought up in 
Thy Faith, my case will be far more grievous, if I 
ever persecute Thy people, or do wilful injury to 
Thy Church. I beseech Thee to keep me in the 
Faith, that so I may grow up like Timothy and 
never cease to be one of Thy children. But if I 
have already gone to feed on the husks that the 
swine do eat, I pray Thee to have mercy upon me. 
Make me deeply sensible of my sin and misery, 
that I may return quickly unto Thee ; and grant 
me to believe that to whomsoever Thou givest the 
grace to return, Thou hast also promised most free 
forgiveness for Christ's sake. Do Thou, O God, 
convert my heart wholly unto Thee, that having a 
true feeling both of my own sinfulness and of Thy 
mercy, I may give myself up more entirely to live 
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to Thy glory. I pray all this in the name and for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. 
Amen. 

PENITENTIAL PRAYERS. 

Gracious Father, without Thee I can do nothing 
but sin ; nor can I confess it to have pardon 
but by Thee. I was conceived and bom in sin : 
and though Thou didst wash me from that in 
the laver of Baptism, yet I have since defiled 
myself again, and by many grievous actual sins 
have made myself a sinner above all other men, 
considering the great measure of grace that Thou 
hast given me. Lord, increase Thy grace, and 
by it weaken first, and then cut oflf, my resist- 
ance, th^t I may see, and confess, and hate, 
and forsake all my sins, and find mercy and 
salvation in the merits of my blessed Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. Archbishop Laud. 

O Lord, look upon me in mercy. Look upon 
me, O Lord, but not till Thou hast nailed my 
sins to the cross of Christ; not till Thou hast 
bathed in the blood of Christ ; not till I have hid 
myself in the wounds of Christ; that so the 
punishment, which should else overtake me, may 
pass over me : then look, and say unto my soul, 
I have foi^ven thee; and by the work of Thy 
mercy in my soul, make me feel it, through 
Jesus Christ our only Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
Archbishop Laud. 
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PROPER PSALM^ XCIV. 

Lord God of vengeance show Thy light, 
Arise, the haughty man requite, 

Thou God of vengeance. Judge of earth : 
How long may sinners, mighty God, 
How long may sinners, scorn Thy rod. 

With hard proud words, and impious mirth ? 

How long shall evil-doers teach. 

And vaunt them in their lawless speech ? 

They crush Thy people in their way. 
They hruise and vex Thine heritage, 
They murder widows in their rage. 

The stranger and the orphan slay. 

And yet, ** God will not see," they say, 
'* The God of Jacoh turns away." — 

Take heed, ye dull unreasoning kind ; 
Ye simple, when will ye draw near ? 
Can He he deaf who fix*d the ear ; 

The Framer of the eye he hlind ? 

Will He withdraw th* avenging Hand, 
Whose chastenings are in every land. 

Teacher of truth to mortal man ? 
Each deep device of our frail heart. 
How wild they spring, how vain depart. 

All-seeing Lord, Thine eyelids scan. 

KebU's Version of the Psalter. 
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COLLECT rOE THE DAY, JAN. 30. 

O most mighty God, terrible in thy jadg« 
ments, and wonderful in thy doings towards the 
children of men ; who in thy Tieavy displeasure 
didst suffer the life of our gracious Sovereign 
King Charles the First, to be (as this day) 
taken away by the hands of cruel and Bloody 
men: We thy sinful creatures here assembled 
before thee, do, in the behalf of all the people 
of this land, humbly confess that they were the 
crying sins of this Nation^ which brought down 
this heavy judgment upon us. But, O gracious 
God, when thou makest inquisition for blood, 
lay not the guUt of this innocent blood, (the 
shedding whereof nothing but the blood' of thy 
Son c^n expiate,) lay it not to the charge of 
the people of this land ; nor let it ever be re- 
quired of us or our posterity. Be merciful, O 
Lord, be merciful unto thy people, whom thou 
hast redeemed; and be not angry with us for 
ever: but pardon us for thy mercy's sake, 
through the merits of thy Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE DAY. 

Correct us, O Lord, but with judgment: not 
in thine anger lest thou bring us to nothing, — 
Jer* X. 

We have done those things which we ought 
not to have done. — Confemon. 



Thou art just, O Lord, in all that is brought 
upon us: for thou hast done right, but we have 
done wickedly. Neh. ix. 

Thou wilt destroy them that speak leasing; 
the Lord abhors both the blood-thirsty and 
deceitful man. — Psalm v. 

O how suddenly do they consume : perish, and 
come to a fearful end ! Psalm Ixxiii. — (for " Venite 
exultemus*') 

PROPER PSALMS ix. X. xi. Ixxix. xciv. Ixxxv. 

Have mercy upon me, O Lord ; consider the 
trouble which I suffer of them that hate me : 
Thou that liftest me up from the gates of death. 
— Psalm ix. ^ 

Wherefore should the wicked blaspheme God: 
while he doth say in his heart. Tush, thou God 
carest not for it. — Psalm x. 

Upon the ungodly he shall rain snares, fire 
and brimstone, storm and tempest. — Psalm xi. 

O let the vengeance of thy servant's blood that 
is shed : be openly shewed upon the heathen in 
our sight. — Psalm Ixxix. 

Lord, thou art become gracious unto thy land : 
thou hast turned away the captivity of Jacob. 

Turn us then, O God our Saviour; and let 

thine anger cease from us. — Psalm Ixxxv. 
O Lord, save the Queen. 
O Lord, save thy people. 

LITANY. 

Remember not. Lord, our offences, nor the 
offences of our forefathers; neither take thou 
vengeance of our sins: spare us, good Lord^ 
spare thy people^ whom thou hast redeemed 



vith thy most precious blood, and be not angry 
with us for ever. 

Spare us, good Lord, 
From all sedition, privy conspii-acy, dnd re- 
bellion; from all false doctrine, heresy, and 
schism ; from hardness of heart, and coi^tempt 
of thy Word and Commandment, 

Good Lord deliver us. 
That it may please thee to be the Queen's 
defender and keeper, giving her the victory over 
all her enemies; 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord, 
That it may please thee to bless and keep the 
Magistrates, giving them grace to execute justice, 
and to maintain truth ; 

IVe beseech thee to hear us, good Lord, 

PROPER LESSONS. 

2 Sam, i. St. Matt, xxvii. — Jer. xii. or Dan, ix. to v. 22. 
Heb. xi. 32, and xii. to v, 7. 

# 

And David said unto the young man that told 
him. Whence art thou ? And he answered, I am 
the son of a stranger, an Amalekite. And David 
said unto him. How wast thou not afraid to stretch 
forth thine hand to destroy the Lord's anointed ? 
And David called one of the young men, and 
said. Go near, and fall upon him. And he smote 
him, that he died. And David said unto him. 
Thy blood be upon thy head ; for thy mouth hath 
testified against thee, saying, I have slain the 
Lord's anointed. — 2 Sam, i. 

Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, 
they have trodden my portion underfoot, they 
have made my pleasant portion a desolate wil- 



demess. They have made it desolate, and bein^ 

desolate it moumeth unto me; Behold I will 

pluck them out of their land, and pluck out 
the house of Judah from among th^m. And it 
shall come to pass, after that I have plucked 
them out, I will return, and have compassion 
on them, and will bring them again, every man 
to his heritage, and every man to his land* 
And it shall come to pass, if they will learn 
di%ently the ways of my people, to swear by 
my name. The Lord liveth; as they taught my 
people to swear by Baal; then shall they be 
built in the midst of my people. But if they 
will not obey, I will utterly pfluck up and de- 
stroy that nation, saith the Lord. — Jer, xii. • 

Let us run with patience the race that is set 
before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith ; who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the Cross, despising 
the shame* and is set down at the right hand 
of the throne of God. For consider him, who 
endured such contradiction of sinners against 
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your 

minds. ^Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,. 

and scoui^eth every son whom he receiveth. — — 
Now no chastening for the present seemeth .to 
be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward 
it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness 
unto them which are exercised thereby. — Heh, xii. 

EPISTLE FOR THE DAY. 

Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord's sake ; whether it be to the King, 
assupreme^ or unto governors^ as unU> theiQL 



that are sent by him« for the punishment of 
evil-doers, and for the praise of them that do 

well. Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. 

Fear God. Honor the King. If, when ye 

do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, 
this is acceptable with God. — 1 Peter il.' 

GOSPEL FOR THE DAT. — St. Matt* Xxi. 33. 

HISTORY. 

LAST DATS OF K. CHARLES U /• *: 

The reputation of King Charles the First has 
perhaps suffered more from the praises of \m 
friends, than from the calumnies of his enemies. 
Of the principal acts of his reign, the least that 
can be said is, that no judicious person can approve 
of them; but we are inclined to foi^et his en^rs, 
when we contemplate the Christian faith, humility, 
and courage, which mark the history of his last 
days. 

It is not necessary to dwell on his trial, which 
was founded on a shameful act of usurpation on 
the part of Cromwell and fifty-three mend>ers of 
* the Conunons, and was carried on in defiance of 
all law and justice. The court was originally com-: 
posed of one hundred and fifty persons, seventy 
only of whom could ever be brought to sit;— r 
members of the House of Commons, officers of 
the ahny, and citizens of London, with Serjeant 
Bradshaw for their President. During the trials 
the King's faithful attendant. Sir Thomas Herbert, 
tells us, that " he continued his accustomed pra- 
dence and patiente, so a» no outward perturba^ 
tion could be discerned, with Christian fortitude 
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sabmitting to the good pleasure of the Almighty, 
sometimes sighing, but never breaking out into a 
passion, or uttering a reproachable or revengeful 
word against any that were his advei*saries ; saying 
only, God forgive their impiety." He protested all 
along with dignified firmness against the illegality 
of the proceedings, and requested a conference 
with a committee of the two Houses, before sen- 
tence should be passed; which, however, was 
refused. When the President gave judgment, 
*' the King was observed to smile, and lift up 
his eyes to heaven, as appealing to the Divine 

Majesty, the most supreme Judge. He now 

spent the remainder of his time in prayer and 
other pious exercises of devotion, and in conference 
with that meek and learned Bishop, Dr. Juxon/' 
and he desired Mr. Herbert to excuse him to his 
nephew, the Prince Elector, and others, saying, 
''that his time was short and precious, and that 
he hoped they would not take it ill that none 
had access unto him, but his children : and that 
the best they could now do, was to pray for him." 
"Jan. 29. The Princess Elizabeth, and the 
Duke of Gloucester, her brother, came to take 
their sad farewell of the King, their father, and 
to ask his blessing. The Princess, being the 
elder, was the most sensible of her royal father's 
condition, as appeared by her sorrowful look and 
excessive weeping; and her little brother, seeing 
his sister weep, took the like impression, though 
by reason of his tender age he could not have 
the like apprehension. The King raised them 
both from off their knees ; he kissed them^ gave 



them his blessing, and setting them on his knees> 
admonished them concerning their duty and loyal 
observance to the Queen their mother, the Prince 
that was his successor, love to the Duke of York, 
and his other relations. The King then gave 

them all his jewels; and again kissing his 

children, had such pretty and pertinent answers 
from them both, as drew tears of joy and love 
from his eyes ; and then praying God Almighty to 
bless them, he turned about, expressing a tenderly 
and fatherly affection. Most sorrowful was this 
parting ; the young Princess shedding tears and 
crying lamentably, so as moved others to pity, that 
formerly were hard-hearted ; and at opening the 
bed-chamber door, the King returned hastily from 
the window, and kissed them, and blessed them ; 
so parted. This demonstration of a pious affec- 
tion exceedingly comforted the King in this his 
affliction ; so that in a grateful return he went 
immediately to prayer, the good Bishop and Mr. 
Herbert being only present." 

" That day the Bishop preached before the 

King, his text was Romans ii. 16, and after 

that, he administered the Sacrament. The King 
eat and drank very sparingly, most part of the 
day being spent in prayer and meditation." At 
night he slept soundly for four hours, and next 
morning the Bishop returned to him. It was 
now that the King charged Mr. Herbert with 
various small presents for his children and others, 
amongst which were his own Bible with Annota- 
tions in his own hand. Dr. Andrews's Sermons, 
Laud s answer to Fisher, and the works of Hooker 
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and Hammond ; and he accompanied each bequest 
with some affectionate and suitable- advice. 

*' His Majesty then bade him withdraw ; for he 
was about an hour in private with the Bishop; and 
being called in^ the Bishop went to prayer ; and 
reading also the 27th Chapter of the Gospel of 
St. Matthew, which relateth the Passion of our 
blessed Saviour. The King, after the service 
was done, asked the Bishop, 'if he had made 
choice of that chapter, being so ap][^cable to 
his present condition ? * The Bishop replied, 
'May it please your gracious Majesty, it is the 
proper lesson for the day, as appears by the 
calendar;' which the King was much affected 
with, so aptly serving as a reasonable preparation 
iat his death that day.'* It is for this reason, 
that the Church has appointed this, with other 
portions of the Scripture relating to our blessed 
Lord, to be read on this day ; in order to remind 
us, that, as the King in his distress drew hence 
all his consolation, so we, in the hour of need, 
must look to the same source only for support 

The King, attended by the Bishop and Mr. 
Herbert, was then conducted from St. James, U> 
Whitehall ; and on his way through the park, he 
gave Mr. Herbert his silver time-piece to keep in 
memory of him. Being arrived at WhitehaU, 
he went first to his bed-chamber, and prayed 
with the Bishop, after which he drunk a glass 
of wine. When the signal was given, " the 
Bishop and Mr. Herbert, weeping, fell upon 
their knees, and the King gave them his hand 
to kiss, and helped the Bishop up, for he was 
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aged." He then went along the galleries, lA 
sight of the people who had crowded in, "and 
as he passed by with a cheerful look, he heard 
them pray for him ; the soldiers not rebuking 
any of them, by their silence and dqected faces 
seeming afflicted rather than insulting. There 
was a passage broken through the wall, by which 
the King passed unto the scaffold ; where, after 
his Majesty had spoken a little, the fatal stroke 
was given by a disguised person." 

His faithful servants obtained permission to 
bury him in St. Geoi^e's Chapel, at Windsor. 
When the coffin was set down near the place of 
burial, " the Bishop of London stood ready, with 
the Service-book in his hands, to have performed 
the last duty to the King his master, according 
to the order for the burial of the dead, set forth 
in the book of Common Prayer." But this was 
not permitted by the Governor. . Such was the 
close of this Prince's unhappy reign. 

After his death he was alike sorrowed for by 
his friends, and respected by his enemies. Dr. 
Parr tells us, that his patron. Archbishop Usher, 
witnessed the scene from Lady Peterborough's 
house: (the site of the Admiralty.) "When he 
came upon the leads, the King was in his speech ; 
the lord primate stood still, and said nothing, 
but sighed; and lifting up his hands and eyes 
(full of tears,) towards heaven, seemed to pray 
earnestly ; but when his majesty had done speak- 
ing, and had pulled off his cloak and doublet, and 
stood stripped in his waistcoat, and that the 
villains in vizors began to pull up his hair, the 
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good Bishop, no longer able to endare so dismal 

a sight, grew pale and began to faint So 

they presently carried him down, and laid him 
on his bed, where he used those powerful weapons 
which God has left His people in such afflictions, 
prayers and tears." 

The following lines are by the republican poet, 
Andrew Manrel: — 

^' While ronnd the armed bands 

Did clasp their bloody hands, 
He nothing common did or mean, 
After that memorable scene ; 

But with his keener eye 

The axe*s edge did try. 
Nor called the gods with vulgar spite. 
To vindicate his helpless right. 

But bow*d his comely head 

Down, as upon a bed." 

REI6N OF NERO. 

The following passage of history will show, un- 
der what kind of rule the Apostles Peter and 
Paul enjoined obedience, and afterwards suffered 
martyrdom : — 

'' In the year 64, a great fire happened at 
Rome, which burnt down ten out of the fourteen 
r^;ions, into which the city was divided. The 
emperor Nero was strongly suspected of having 
caused the conflagration, but he tried to silence 
the report, by turning the fury of the citizens 

against the Christians. The emperor's gardens 

were used as a circus for the occasion; and the 
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remorseless tyrant disgraced himself and human 
nature, by taking part in the games, while the 
Christians were tortured by new and barbarous 
inventions, to furnish amusement for the specta- 
tors. Humanity shudders to hear of these innocent 
victims being enclosed in the skins of beasts, 
that they might be torn in pieces by dogs; or 
covered with pitch and other inflammable 
materials, that they might serve as torches to dis- 
pel the darkness of the night! The number of 
persons, who suffered in this way, is not stated ; 
but the Romans appear from this time to have 
acquired a taste for persecuting the Christians, 
which continued, more or less, to the end of 
Nero's reign. — Burtons Christian Church, Ch. v. 

PURITANISM. 

THE PURITAN CHARACTER. 

''A man that submits to reverent order, tlmt 
sometimes unbends himself in a moderate relaxa- 
tion ; and in all labours to approve himself in 
the sereneness of a healthful conscience : such a 
Puritan I will love immutably. But when a man, 
in things but ceremonial, shall spurn at the grave 
authority of the Church, and out of a needless 
nicety, be a thief to himself of those benefits 
which God hath allowed him ; or, out of a blind 
and uncharitable pride, censure and scorn others 
as reprobates ; or, out of obstinacy, fill the world 
with brawls about undeterminable tenets : I shall 
think him one of those, whose opinion hath fevered 
their zeal to madness and distraction." — Fellthatns 
Resolves, JVb. v. 



14 



PURITAN THEOLOGT. 

Those loyal parents^ who would incautiously 
put the works of Puritan Divines into their 
children's hands, should not forget, that it was 
under the exciting influence of their doctrine, 
that the death of King Charles was planned 
and executed : for it stands on record, that 
several of the regicides went afterwards to the 
scaffold, hoasting loudly of their election in 
Christ, and with the same hreath giving thanks 
to God, for the share which they had been per- 
mitted to take in the murder of their King. 
(See " Dying Speeches of State prisoners" " Smyth* s 
Lectures,*' ifc.) Is there not danger, lest persons 
thus brought up, should either imbibe the same 
fanatical spirit, or, in the soundness of their 
loyalty, associate all their future thoughts of 
serious religion with that which they justly hold 
in the deepest abhorrence ? 

There is a doctrine, which pervades all these 
writings, that those who are once in a state of 
grace, and have received the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, are necessarily of the number of " Christ's 
sheep who shall never perish,'* and that they can 
never fall away, and are absolutely certain of eter- 
nal salvation. It is admitted, that such persons 
may sin, indeed, and that abundantly, but that 
they are quite sure of an after repentance, because, 
as they assert, none ever receive grace at all, except 
tbe elect, . concerning whom " the foundation of 
God standeth sure." Those, who have once fully 
accepted this error for a truth, are, amidst other 
dangers, standing on the edge of the gulf of 
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self-righteonsness ; and, should they plimge into 
it, their very humility becomes the motive of 
their pride, and there is no limit to the foHj 
and wickedness, which they may be led to commit 
under color of religion. 

There is besides a continual sliding of Calvinistie 
doctrine into Socinianism, however much it may 
seem at first sight opposed to it. Of this we have 
a plain proof in the fact, that the original Calvin- 
istie Communions, of the continents of Europe 
and America, are now generally Socinian; and 
that, of two hundred and seven Puritan congrega- 
tions in England itself, one hundred and seventy- 
six have (as we are told) adopted the same heresy. 
(See "Essays on the Church;* p. 130.; This need 
not surprise us, when we caU to mind, that both 
errcHTS have their common origin in the evil prac- 
tice of building systems of divinity on the private 
interpretation of Scripture, het it rather warn us 
to take heed to our own ways: and let us learn 
hence, to hold more firmly by the Catholic principle 
of our Church, and to listen more thankfully to 
the uniform teaching of her great writers : namely, 
that as we cannot lean safely on the shifting im- 
pressions of our minds, it is our duty, whilst we 
rest on Hdiy Scripture as the sole foundation of 
our faith, to take the Church as our best inter- 
preter. 

It should be remembered, too, that many modem 
works are but transcripts of the Puritan writings^ 
and that the kindred productions of Mr. Jacob 
Abbot are Sabellian, — SabeUianism being, in the 
words of one who has gone fix>m the Church to 
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Socinianism, nothing but " Unitaiianism disguised 
in words." {See '' Heresy and Orthodoxy,'* p. viii.) 
It is grievous to think, since it shews the awful 
tendency of all this laxity, that these works have 
been republished here with high recommendations, 
and that they have been read by many members 
of our Church, without a suspicion that they are 
not sound, or at least '* sound enough.'* These 
same works have been praised expressly by a 
respected Dissenting editor, as a<l:ommon bond of 
union between the Socinians and the Orthodox; 
and these are the very books which have been 
generally preferred of late as choice Christmas 
presents for our own children. 

It is much safer, both to read ourselves, and 
to recommend to others, the works of Bishops 
Hall, Usher, Sparrow, Bull, Andrews, Sander- 
son, Bramhall, Jeremy Taylor, Pearson, Patrick, 
Beveridge, Wilson, Home, and those of Hooker, 
Hammond, Sutton, George Herbert, &c. The 
writings of some of these, and the lives of all, 
by Isaak Walton and others, are very fit reading 
for the young, and there are many modem works 
written in the same spirit, and intended more 
especially for their use. Amongst these may be 
mentioned. Burtons Christian Church, Pridden s 
Early Christians, Farr's Bible Biography, Hone's 
Eminent Christians, Riddle's First Sundays at 
Church, Palin's Lectures on the Litany, The 
Penny Sunday Reader, several little stories by 
the author of The Colliery Tale, and a very cheap 
series of valuable works, entitled the Englishman's 
Library. 



OBEDIENCE, 

What saith the Scripture ? — Rom. iv. 

Render to Cesar the things that are Cesar*s, and 
to God the things that are God s. 

Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the 
Scriptures ? — St* Mark xii. 

IMITATION OF CHRIST. 

''The only example of our Saviour Christ's 
obedience doth overthrow at one touch the lofty 
and Babylonical building of stubborn spirits, who 
refuse conformity and obedience to government 
amongst men. At His very birth obedience was 
showed, when the blessed Virgin came to Beth- 
lehem to be taxed: His circumcision was His 
obedience to the law: His presentation in the 
temple was the same : His paying tribute and 
exhorting others to do the like, showed how 
much He allowed and established civil obedience 
to superiors and governors, in giving every one 
his due. 

" Christian liberty freeth us from the bondage of 
the law, and the servitude of sin, but most fitly 
agreeth with obedience to rulers, and in rulers 
to God Himself, who saith, 'by Me kings reign/ 
The Apostle telleth us, in the latter days 'p[ien 
shall be lovers of themselves, disobedient, heady, 
high-minded, having a show of godliness: and 
from such,' saith he, 'turn away.' St Jude also 
saith, ' These are murmurers and complaineic^ 
walking after their own lusts, but edify your- 
selves,' saith he, ' in your most holy faith/ "— 
Suttons Disce Vivere, Ch. xix. 
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DUTY OF A SUBJKCT. 

It is the plain rule of Scripture, that every 
estahlished government, of whatever kind it he, 
however despotic or however democratic, has a 
Divine right to the obedience of its own sub- 
jects: For it is written, "There is no power but 
of God: the powers that be are ordained of 
God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, 
resisteth the ordinance of God, and they that 
resist, shall receive to themselves damnation." 
Men however have tried to limit the "exceeding 
broad commandment " of this and other passages 
to suit their own private views : and whilst some 
have- claimed this Divine right for kings alone, 
as God's vicegerents on earth, acting* in their 
personal capacity, and quite independently of 
the settled laws ; so others, still more falsely and 
l¥ith a daring impiety, have assigned the same 
attribute ' to the people, saying, that " the voice 
of the people is the voice of God." ■ The one 
principle would render no government possible, 
but that of an absolute despotism ; the other 
would make all government alike impossible. 

From the first of these errors, we may thank 
Qodf that there is no danger in our day : but it 
may be well to observe, that those who flatter 
kings have never been their friends; for they 
tempt them to forget those words of Wisdom, 
— thati whereas "power is given them of 
the Lord, and sovereignty from the Highest, 
He shall try their works, and search out their 
counsels." The faithful plainness of the great 
Du Plessis^ in his conduct toward Henry IV. 
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of France, sprung from a sentiment of the traest 
loyalty : and history teUs us, that such frankness 
has sometimes been duly appreciated. 

From the opposite error we are now in constant 
danger : — the most rebeDious principles are, widely 
and publicly, both professed and acted on ; and 
our lives and liberties aiie threatened, not by one, 
but by a million tyrants. " Presumptuous are 
they, self-willed ; they are not afraid to speak 

evil of dignities, as natural brute beasts, 

made to be taken and destroyed, they speak 

evil of the things that they understand not, 

they allure those that were clean escaped from 

them who live in error, and while they 

promise them liberty, they themselves are the 
serv^ts of corruption." Th^se are, "The un- 
just, whom the Lord reserveth unto the day of 

judgment to be punished, who shall utterly 

perish in their own corruption^ and to whom 

the mist of darkness is reserved for ever." 

At this juncture there is but one course for the 
servants of God and the lovers of their country. 
We must get rid of our party-spirit, and cease 
altogether from the use of those party-watchwords, 
which will scarcely any of them bear the test 
of Scripture: and it will help us toward this, 
if we remember, that those exclusive partyi- 
professions of loyalty and the love of liberty 
have respectively betrayed their own hollowness. 
It is not our part to speculate on the case of 
other governments ; much less, to set at defiance 
the true principles of freedom as well as the 
Divine law, by interfering in any case, (except 
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for self-defence,) between them and their sub- 
jects. Our business is with our own govern- 
ment; and we may be thankful, that, whilst 
Christianity has everywhere modified the system 
of despotism, our own land is distinguished 
above all others for the enjoyment of true liberty. 
God has made it no less our duty than our 
privilege here in England, to defend "the 
powers that be," and, by availing ourselves of 
the existing laws, to keep both the Sovereign and 
the people within the law. On this subject, how- 
ever, a very wilful error has been adopted by many 
persons, who pretend that, as soon as the law is 
once broken, they are no longer bound to obey it 
themselves, and that they are free to oppose vio- 
lence by every kind of unlawful violence : whereas 
the infraction of the law, on the part of others, 
does in fact lay on us an increased necessity to 
obey and to maintain it. 

Our political conduct should be based on Holy 
Scripture, and our maxim should be, unreserved 
obedience to the laws. Let our politics be those 
of Christian Churchmen : let us talk and theorize 
less and do more : And what shall we do ? Let 
us prove that we " fear God," by " honouring the 
Queen." Let us "pray without ceasing," as for 
our other wants, so especially both for the Queen's 
and for the people s welfare ; and let our trust be 
in Him, who is "King of kings, and Lord of 
lords, the only ruler of princes," who "judgeth 
the folk righteously, and govemeth the nations 
upon earth :" " who in his strength setteth fast 
the mountains, and is girded about with power; 
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who stilleth the raging of the sea, and the noise 
of his waves, and the madness of the people." 

God has promised, that " if in all our ways we 
acknowledge Him, He will direct our paths." But 
then this acknowledgement must he practical : we 
must help, each of us according to our means, to 
huild sound Church schools for all our children, 
and to provide the whole body of the people with 
Clergy and Churches. And this is no less our 
duty as a nation than as individuals, if we mean 
to serve God as a nation any longer. We still 
profess to hold established one branch of Christ's 
Catholic Church in England and Ireland, and 
another Christian communion in Scotland ; and, 
unless we resolve to alter our principles, and for 
the future to give a simultaneous support to 
every kind of conflicting error and heresy in 
common with the truth, we have no other 
means of supporting national religion, but by 
honestly carrying out as a government the prin- 
ciples of the national establishments. 

Our only other alternative is to withhold 
from religion all further national support; which 
would be as much to say, that we wish to be 
Christians as individuals, but Atheists as a nation. 
If government however prove unfaithful, there will 
be the more need of private exertion ; for of this 
we may rest assured as of a most certain truth, 
that it is only by the general religious instruc- 
tion of the people, that they can be. made at. 
once faithful subjects of their Queen and serv- 
ants of their God. 
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COLLECT FOR THB DAY. 

Blessed Lord, in whose sight the death of Thy 
saints is precious; we magnify Thy name for 
Thine abundant grace be8tx)wed upon our mar- 
tyred Sovereign; by which he was enabled so 
cheerfully to foUow the steps of his blessed 
Master and Saviour, in a constant and meek 
suffering of barbarous indignities, and at last 
resisting unto blood; and even then, according 
to the same pattern, praying for his murderers. 
Let his memory, O Lord, be ever blessed amongst 
us; that we may follow the example of his 
courage and constancy, his meekness and pa- 
tience, and great charity. And grant, that this 
our land may be freed from the vengeance of 
his righteous blood, and thy mercy glorified in 
the forgiveness of our sins: and all for JesQS 
Christ his sake, our only Mediator and Advoci^te. 
Amen. 

PRAYER OF A TOUNG CHRISTIAN. 

O Almighty God, who didst once in this land 
suffer wicked men, on the pretence of religion 
and liberty, to murder their own King, I be- 
seech Thee to give me a Christian hatred of all 
such rebellious principles. Implant in me a loyal 
heart, and make me during all my life to honor 
die Queen, without which I know that I cannot 
fear Thee. And I pray for her, that she may 
be saved from all her enemies, and above all 
that she may by Thy jgrace remember that she 
is Thy servant, and that she may rule according 
to Thy will, and remain ever faithful to Thy 



% 



23 

Church. Grant this, O Ood, in Thy great mercy, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH MILITANT. 

ALnighty and everliving God, — ^we heseech 
thee to save and defend all Christian Kings, 
Princes, and Governors ; and specially thy servant 
VICTORIA, our Queen ; that under her we may 
he godly and quietly governed: and grant unto 
her whole CouncO, and to all that are put in 
authority under her, that they may truly and in- 
differently administer justice, to the punishment 
of wickedness and vice, and to the maintenance 

of thy true religion and virtue : Grant this, O 

Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator 
and Advocate. Amen. 

PROPER PSALM, LXXXV. 

Lord, thine heart in love hath yeam*d 

On Thy lost and fallen land : 
Israel's face is homeward tum'd, 

Thou hast freed Thy captive band : 
Thou hast borne Thy people's sm, 

Cover'd all their deeds of ill, 
All Thy wfath is gathered in. 

All Thy burning anger still. \ 

Turn us, stay us, now once more, 

God of all our health and peace ; 
Let Thy cloud of wrath fleet o'er, 

From Thine own Thy fury cease. 
Wilt Thou ne'er the storm assuage 

On the realm of Thy desire, 
Lengthening out from age to age 

Thy consuming jealous ire ? 



Art Thou not a God to turn, 

Turn, and be our life again, 
That Thy people's heart may burn 

With the gladness of Thy reign ? 
Show us now Thy tender love, 

Thy salvation, Lord, impart.— 
I the voice divine would prove, 

Listening in my silent heart : 

Listening what the Lord will say : — . 

*' Peace," to all that own His will, 
To His saints that love His way, 

** Peace," and " turn no more to ill/' 
Ye that fear Him, nigh at hand 

Now His saving health ye find, 
That the Glory in our land. 

As of old, may dwell enshrin*d. 

Mercy now and Justice meet. 

Peace and Truth for aye embrace, 
Truth from earth is springing sweet, 

Justice looks from her high place. 
Nor will God His goodness stay. 

Nor our land her bounteous store ; 
Marking out her Maker's way, 

Righteousness shall go before. 

Kehles Version of the Psalter. 
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ANCIENT HYMN. 

** Stupete gentes, fit Dens hostia.** . 

Tremble, ye Gentile lands- 
Bound in the narrow bands 

Of IsraeFs law, the Law*s dread Lord is laid ; 
Less than the least esteemed— 
Redeemer, yet redeemed, 

And far His sinless birth a sinner*s offering paidr 

Matron of Israel true, 

The Mother-maid withdrew. 
Nor came to worship to His temple door,— 

The Law's accustomed days 

Restrained her pious praise, 
Nor to His presence-court the wond'rous infant bore. 

And, lo, the threefold band. 

That by yon altar stand ! 
Childhood, and age, and virgin purity : — 

She, mother undefil*d. 

And He, her Heaven-born child, 
And age, at such a sight content in peace to die. 

But, ah! what sorrows fierce. 

What sword that heart shall pierce. 
Oh ! bom for keenest throb of deepest woe ! 

See they, old Simeon's eyes. 

Another altar rise 
And irom this Holy Lamb th' atoning life-blood flow ? 



Translated by the author of ' The CathedraV 



THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE, 

Commonly called 

€f)t i^urification of ^u .0UnjSi tbt 

COLLECT FOR THE PAT^ FEB. 2. 

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly be- 
seech thy Majesty, that, as thy only-begotten Son 
was this day presented in the temple in substance 
of our flesh, so we may be presented unto thee 
with pure and clean hearts, by the same thy 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PAILT SERVICE. 

O come, let us sing unto the Lordr let us 
heartily rejoice in the strength of our salyation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanks- 
giving: and shew ourselves glad in him with 
Psalms. — Psalm xcv. 

O go your way into his gates with thanks 
giving, and into his courts vrith praise : be thank- 
ful unto him, and speak good of bis Name. — 
Psalm c. 

O God make clean our hearts within us. 

And take not thy holy Spirit from us. 
PROPER LESSONS. Wisdom ix. xii. 

O God of my fathers, and Lord of mercy, who 
hast made all things with thy word, Give me 



wisdom^ that sittelh by thy throne ; and reject 

me not from among thy children : ^Thou hast 

commanded me to build a temple on thy holy 
mount, and an altar in the city wherein thou 
dwellest, a resemblance of the holy tabernacle 

which thou hast prepared from the beginning. 

O send wisdom out of thy holy heavens, and 
from the throne of thy glory, that being present 
she may labour with me, that I may know what is 
pleasing unto thee. — Wisdom ix. 

FOR THE EPISTLE. 

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he 
shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord 
whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his tem- 
ple; even the messenger of the covenant, whom 
ye delight in; behold, he shall come saith the 
Lord of Hosts. But who may abide the day of 
his coming? and who shall stand when he ap- 
pearethP for he is like a refiners fire, and like 
fullers' soap. — MaL iii. 

THE GOSPEL. 

And when the days of her purification, accord- 
ing to the Law of Moses, were accomplished^ 
they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him 
to the Lord; (as it is written in the Law of the 
Lord, every male that openeth the womb shall 
be called holy to the Lord;) and to oflfer a 
sacrifice, according to that which is said in the 
Law of the Lord, A pair of turtle-doves, or two 
young pigeons. And behold, there was a man 



in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the 
the same man was just and devout, waiting fof 
the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost 
was upon him. And it was revealed unto him 
by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see deaths 
before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he 
came by the Spirit into the temple; and when 
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
him after the custom of the Law, then took he 
him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said. 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, according to thy word : for mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared be- 
fore the face of all people; a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people IsraeL 
And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those 
things which were spoken of him. And Simeon 
blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother. 
Behold this chiki is set for the fall and rtsin^ 
again of many in Israel ; and for a sign which 
shall be spoken against ; (yea» a sword dbaO' 
pierce through thy own sotEil also;) that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. And 
there was one Anna a prophetess, the daughter 
of Ffaanuel, of the tribe of Aser; she was <^ » 
great age, and had lived with an husband seves 

t 

years &om her vii^nity: and she was a wido^ 
of about fourscore and four years ;. which departed 
not from the temple, but served God with fastings 
and prayers night and day. And she comiug; 
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in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the 
Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked 
for redemption in Jerusalem. And when they had 
performed all things according to the law of the 
Lord, they returned into Galilee to their own 
city Nazareth. And the child grew, and waxed 
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom ; and the grace 
of God was upon him. — St, Luke ii. 

THE FESTIVAL. 

ITS ORIGIN AND MEANING. 

It is clearly proved by Bingham, ^B. xx. CA. 
viii.) that this Festival was first instituted in honor 
of our Lord, in the reign either of Justin, or of his 
successor Justinian ; and that it was originally 
called '' Hypapante*" the meeting, in Snemory of 
Simeon 8 coming to meet Him in the temple. 

" Some Churches keep four holy days in 
memory of the blessed Virgin, namely, the 
Annunciation, the Assumption, the Nativity, and 
Purification. Our Church keeps only the Purifi- 
cation and Annunciation, which are common to 
her and our blessed Lord. The Purification is 
a double feast, partly in memory of the Virgin's 
purification, (this being the fortieth day after 
the birth,) which she observed according to the 
Law, Lev, xii. 4, though she needed it not; but 
chiefly in memory of our Lord's presentation in 
the temple, which the Gospel commemorates." — 
Bishop Sparrow. 



''This Feast also of Purification some make to 

be fourfold, ^namely, the Purification of Mary, 

the Presentation of Christ, Candlemas Day, and 
St. Simeon's Holy day. For the last, the Gospel 
appropriated saith enough, as of a witness. Fot 
the third, since we shorten not our day by lights 
at noon, nor force a night before it come ; our 
Church doth rather exhort unto the metaphor : 
with 'the Light of the world* here presented,. ' Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may^ see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven."* — Dr. Sparke. 

THE PRESENTATION. 

"This holy family, who had laid up their joyU 
in the eyes and heart of God, longed, till they 
might be permitted an address to the temple, 
that they might present the holy Babe unto hils 
Father; and indeed that he, who had no othen 
might be brought to his own house. For al- 
though, while he was a child, he did dififer nothing 
ftom. a servant, yet he was the Lord of the place : 
it was his Father's house, and he was 'the Lord 
of all.* And therefore, 'When the days of the 
purification were accomplished, they brought him 
to JTerusalem, to present him to the Lord,* to whom 
he was holy, as being the first-bom ; the 'first-bom 
of his mother,* the 'only begotten Son of his 
Father,* and 'the first-bom of every creature,* and 
they 'did with him according to the law of Moses,' 
ofifering a pair of turtle-doves, for his redem ption,** 
— Bishop Taylor. 



"Now by this precept of Moses and practice of 
Mary^ parents are instructed to beget children unto 
God by pious education ; like Joseph and Mary 
here to present them in the temple, bringing them 
to Holy Baptism, and consecrating their infancy 
to God: as St Jerome was delighted to hear 
children lisp of Christ, before they well could 
speak. 'A careful seed-time may well hope a 
fruitful crop.' It is the wise man's counsel, 'Train 
up a child in the way he should go, and when he 
is old, he will not depart from it.* " — Dr. Sparke. 

THE PURIFICATION. 

*' Well might the blessed Virgin have wrangled 
with the law, and challenged an immunity from 

all ceremonies of purification : ^but as one, that 

cared more for her peace than her privilege, and 
more desired to be free from offence than from 
labour and charge, she dutifully fulfils the law 
of that God, whom she carried in her womb and 
in her arms : like the mother of Him, who, though 
he knew the children of the kingdom free, yet 
would pay tribute unto Caesar; like the mother 
of Him, whom ' it behoved to fulfil all righteous- 
ness.' 

"The law of purification proclaims our un- 

cleanness. ^We are all bom sinners, and it is 

a just question, whether we do more infect the 
world, or the world us: they are gross flatterers 

of nature, that tell her she is clean. But O, 

the unspeakable mercy of our God! We pi'o- 



vide the sin. He provides the remedy. Behold 
an expiation well near as early as our sin : the 
blood of a young lamb or dove ; yea rather, the 
blood of Him, whose innocence was represented 
by both, cleanseth us presently from our filtM- 
ness. First went circumcision, then came the 
sacrifice; that by two holy acts, that which was 
naturally unholy, might be hallowed unto God. 
Under the Gospel our baptism hath the force 
of both, it doth away our corruption by the water 
of the Spirit ; it applies to us the sacrifice of 
Christ's blood, whereby we are cleansed. O that 
we could magnify this goodness of our God, 
which hath not left our very infancy without 
redress; but hath provided helps, whereby we 
may be delivered from the danger of our here- 
ditary evils." — Bishop Hall, 

E'en now in childhood weak, 

All innocent and meek, 
Death's dark wing hovers o'er His holy head : — 

And soon to manhood's bloom 

His sorrowing years shall come, 
And soon for guilty man His guiltless blood be shed. 

To God the Father, Son, 

And Spirit, Three in One, 
In union blest, one common voice we raise. 

To Thee, blest Trinity, 

Eternal glory be ; 
Pure be our hearts, and ceaseless be our praise. 

Conchimn of the Ande s t Hymn. 



CHURCHING OP WOMEN. 

Offer Tinto God thanksgiving; and pay thy 
vows unto the most High : — Psalm 1. 

I wiU go into thy house with bumt^fferings : 
I will pay thee my vows, which my lips have 
uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when I was 
in trouble. — P^alm Ixvi. 

ORIGIN OF THE RITE. 

** Since in the holy Scriptures the Purification 
of the blessed Virgin, and the presenting her 
Son in the temple, are particularly recorded, 
the Church has from the banning of Christie 
anity thought fit to do somethu^ in imitation 
of this practice in their public devotions, that 
the world might see, that they were not more 
backward to return God thanks for benefits re- 
ceived, than the Jews were. But still in the 
ancient laws which enjoin this practice, (Con- 
stitution xvii. of the Emperor Leo, A.D. 460) 
there is no grounding it on any impurity of 
the woman, that she is to be purged from." — 
Dr. Nicholls. 

" That from hence this usage was derived among* 
Christians, seems probable, not only from its 
being so universal and ancient, that the beginning 
of it can hardly aujrwhere be found; but also 
from the practice of the Eastern Church, where 
the mother still brings the child along with her, 
and presents it to God on her churching-day.*' 
— WheaUey. 
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DUTY OF OBSERVINa FP. 

"No sooner is the blessed Virgin either able 
or allowed to walk, than she 1a*ayels to Jerusalem> 
to perform her holy rites for herself, — for her Son ; 
to purify herself, — to present her Son. She goes 
not to her own house at Nazareth, she goes to 
God's house at Jerusalem. If purifying were b 
shadow, yet thanksgiving is a substance : those 
whom God hath blessed with fruit of body and 
safety of deliverance, if they make not their first 
journey to the temple of God, they partake moie 
of the unthankfulness of Eve, than of the devotion 
of Mary." — Bishop Hall. 

" Though the ritual part of Moses' Law must 
not be retained, because that would overthrow 
the righteousness of faith; yet the moral part 
must not be discarded upon pretence of Judaism, 
because this is not peculiar to the race of Israel^ 
but common to all mankind. This is not the 
ordinance of a temporal commandment, but of 

eternal duration and virtue. The praise should 

be universal, because the peril is universal. Thank- 
fulness is as much the duty of Christian women, 
as ever it could be of the Israelitish. And so is 
the returning those thanks in the public congre- 
gation too: because the blessings and benefits of 
Communion, and the Houses of God, are as sacred 
with us as ever they could be under Moses,'* — 
Dean Stanhope* 
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CHURCH ORDINANCES. 

COLLECT OF THE CHURCH. 

O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to receive 
the prayers of thy people which call upon thee : 
and grant that they may both perceive and know 
what things they ought to do, and also may have 
grace and power faithfully to fulfil the same; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE BIBLE. 

•Apostolical injunctions, — This charge I commit 
untx) thee, son Timothy. ^Take heed unto thy- 
self and to the doctrine ; continue in them. ^I 

give thee charge in the sight of God, and 

before Christ Jesus, that thou keep this com- 
mandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the 

appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. Hold fast 

the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of 
me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. That 
good thing which was committed unto thee keep 

by the Holy Ghost, which dwelleth in us. 

And the things that thou hast heard of me among 
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 

men, who shall be able to teach others also. 

Continue thou in the things which thou hast 
learned and has been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them. — Epistles to Timothy. 

For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou 
shouldest set in order the things that are wanting. 
— Titus i. 

Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the 
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traditions which ye have been taught, whether by 
word or our epistle. — 2 Thess. ii. 

Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of 
Christ. Now I praise you, brethren, that ye 
remember me in all things, and keep the ordi- 
nances, as I delivered them to you. — 1 Cor. xi. 

Our Lord's declaration. — ^Thus it becometh us to 
fulfil all righteousness. — St. Matthew iii. 

THE PRAYER-BOOK. 

Introduction to the Liturgy. — "All priests and 
deacons are to say daily the Morning and Evening 
Prayer either privately or openly, not being let 
by sickness or some other urgent cause : " each 
" in the Parish-Church or Chapel where he minis- 
tereth." 

Rubrics of the Church. — ^During the prayers, the 
people are to be " all devoutly kneeling :" and to 
"answer at the end of them. Amen." They are 
to give all the responses, repeat the Creeds with 
the Minister, and "say the Lord's prayer with a 
loud voice." 

"Upon these feasts, " thirteen in number, 

" shaD be said the Creed of St. Athanasius." 

A particular prayer " is to be said every day in 
the Ember Weeks." 

After the Nicene Creed, "the Curate shall de- 
clare unto the people what Holy-days, or Fasting- 
days, are in the week following to be observed." 

" In Cathedrals and Collegiate Churches, and 
Colleges, where there are many Priests and Dea- 
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Gdns> they shall all receive the Oommunion widi 
the Priest every Sunday at the least, except they 
have a reasonable cause to the contrary." 

" It is most convenient that Baptism should not 
be administered but upon Sundays and otiier 
Holy-days, when the most number of people come 
together; as well for that the congregation there 
present may testify the receiving of them that be 
newly baptized into the number of Christ's 
Church ; as also because in the Baptism of Infants 
every man present may be put in remembrance 
of his own profession made to God in his Baptism.'* 
Children, privately baptized, must be received 
publicly into the Church afterwards. 

*'The Curate of every Parish shall diligently 
upon Sundays and Holy-days, after the second 
Lesson at Evening Prayer, openly in the Church 
instruct and examine so many Children of his 
Parish sent unto him, as he shall think convenient, 
in some part of the Church-Catechism." 

Special Church Services are appointed, not only 
for every Lord's day and the days of His birth and 
death, but also for those of His Circumcision, 
Manifestation to the Gentiles, and Ascension ; for 
the days of the Purification and Annunciation off 
the Blessed Vii^in ; for sixteen Saint's da3rs, the 
days of All Saints, and of St. Michael and aH 
Angels, and of the Holy Innocents; for Ash- 
Wednesday, every day in Passion week, Easter 
Monday and Tuesday, and Whit Monday and 
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Tuesday : also for King Charies' Martyrdom, the 
Restoration, tiie Accession^ and the Papists' Con- 
spiracy. 

Articles of the Church. — ** The Church hath 
power to decree Rites or Ceremonies." Art, xx. 

^'Whosoever through his private judgmenty 

wHlingly and puiposely, doth openly break the 
traditions and c^emonies of the Church, which be 
not repugnant to the Word of God, and be ordained 
and approved by common authority, ought to be 

openly rebuked, as he that ofFendeth against 

the common order of the Church." Art. xxxiv. 

Confession of the Church. — ^We have left un- 
done those things which we ought to have done, 
and there is no health in us. 

Prayer of tlie Church, — But thou, O Lord, have 
mercy upon us miserable offenders. Spare thou 

them, O God, which confess their faults. ^Tum 

thou us, O good Lord, and so shall we be turned. 
«^0 be favorable and gracious unto Sion, build 
thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

Hope of the Church, — ^As for me, I wOl call upon 
God, and the Lord shall saye me. For there is 
none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, 
OGod: 

O God, we have' heard with our ears, and our 
fathers have declared imto us, the noUe works that 
thou didst in their days, and in the old time before 
them. 

Lord, arise, help us, and deliver us for thine 
honour. 
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DUTY OF OBSERVANCE. 

*' He that is faithful, as he ought, and steadfast, 
doth not even require any reason or cause of those 
things which are commanded him, but is content 
with the ordinance alone; but he that is weaker, 
when he also learns the cause, then both retains 
what is said with more care, and obeys with much 
readiness." — St, ChrysosL Horn, on 1 Cor, xi. 2, 

The chief of many questions, which the return 
of this day sets before us, is, whether we are 
keeping the ordinances of the Church. If we 
look into our Prayer-books, we shall be obliged 
to confess that we are very commonly neglecting 
them. How rarely are our Baptisms and Cate- 
chisings public ! How sadly are both our Fast- 
days and Festivals sHghted ! Of the four Ember 
seasons, even the institution is unknown to many, 
and of our Lord's Ascension hardly any account 
is now taken. With the disuse of Saint's days, 
the Communion of Saints has ceased to be under- 
stood ; and with the neglect of St. Michael's day, 
the true relation, which the Holy Angels bear to 
us, is lost sight of. 

That which is however the most serious part of 
our neglect, relates to the Holy Sacraments. Of 
these. Baptism is not strictly believed by some to 
be a Sacrament at all; for they hold it to be a 
rite, having an outward sign, but conveying no 
inward grace. If they be parents, they hardly dare 
hope, that their baptized, children have already 
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been received into God's favor, and, though they 
can tell them of God's wrath against sin, they 
know not how to assure them, that they are 
already partakers of the love of Christ Thus it 
often happens, that little or no difference is made 
in the instruction of baptized and unbaptized 
children. Besides, we have not cared "to feed 
the lambs" of Christ's fold: We have lefl mul- 
titudes of them, in ignorance of that Faith into 
which they were baptized, to the poor chances 
of a future conversion ; and whilst all share the 
burden of this neglect, they must bear the chief 
weight of it, who are believers in the inward 
grace of this Sacrament. 

From Holy Baptism we pass to the Holy Com- 
munion. When our blessed Saviour was eatii^ 
His last supper with His disciples, it pleased Him 
to institute the Sacrament of His Body and Blood ; 
that solemn rite, by which His faithful people were 
for ever to commemorate His own sacrifice. And 
this was His last affectionate request : '' Take, eat : 
this is my body, which is broken for you : this do 

in remembrance of me. ^I'his cup is the new 

testament in my blood : this do ye, as oft as ye 
drink it, in remembrance of me." And, as in His 
divine prayer He prayed not only for His followers 
of that day, but for all who should ever believe 
on Him, so was this His commimd given to all 
Christians to the world's end, that they might 
" show the Lord's death, till he should comeJ' 
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We know well enough by Scripture, bow truly 
the primitive Christians obeyed their Lord; for 
''thej continued steadfastly in the apostles* doc- 
trine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread 
and in prayers," and '' continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, did eat their meat with gladness 
and singleness of heart" We know also by Church 
history, that weekly Communion lasted for a very 
long period, and that all Christians were in the 
constant habit of receiving it on every Lord's 
Day at least for the first three centuries. {See 
Bingharns ^nt: B. xv. Ch. ix.) But after a time 
" iniquity abounded, and the love of many waxed 
cold :*' The people left off communicating ; the 
priest often partook alone, and this holy Sacra- 
ment became a spectacle instead of a Communion. 

Such was the state of our Church at the period 
of the Reformation : but she applied the true re- 
medy. She still celebrated the Holy Communion 
on every Sunday and Holy-day ; but, in case there 
should not be so many as three or four to commu- 
nicate with the Priest, she ordered that only a part 
of the service should be read: and this she did 
in strict conformity with an ancient practice 
of the Church, which seems to have originated in 
Alexandria. For a time things went on well ; but 
as it was with the primitive Church, so has it 
been with our own. " Love has waxed cold :" and, 
what she wisely provided for an exception, we have 
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taken for our rule ; and we have come to think it a 
good thing, to divide this holy service, if by this 
means we may avoid doing that, which our Lord 
has told us to do. 

Some think that by conmiunicating weekly> 
they are in danger of losing their reverence for the 
ordinance : the truth is» that they would thus get 
rid of their superstitious awe, and obtain more of 
the godly fear of love. Again they object, how 
dangerous it would be for unfit persons' to be con- 
stantly partaking. Dangerous indeed ! but then 
it is fearful, that they should ever partake at all : 
There seems a delusion to prevail, that " almost 
Christians " may now and then communicate 
safely. But others say plainly, that they think 
communion good, but frequent communion unne- 
cessary : — nay, but if they feel rightly their daily 
sins, they should value more the weekly pledge of 
their forgiveness ; if they know their own constant 
weakness, they should be glad rather on each 
iiord^s day to " strengthen and refresh their 
souls." 

We multiply our societies for Sabbath obser- 
vance, and cry aloud for legal measures: but 
in all this let us keep to the true principle. State 
interference in such a matter is tyrannical, except 
so far as it is necessary for the protection of faith- 
ful Christians. Let us trust less to earthly, more 
to heavenly means. The Church has in her own 
hands the best of remedies, in the simple fulfilment 
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of her Lord's will; namely^ the true baptismal 
instruction of her children^ and the due adminis- 
tration of her Sacraments. It is very difficult to 
enforce by law a Jewish Sabbath on the Sunday ; 
and after all shall Christians be content to keep 
that day like Jews ? Is there not a more Christian 
keeping of the Lord's Day> by obedience to the 
Lord's command P 

For the recovery of this privilege a willing mind 
only is wanting. As soon as a Clergyman has told 
his people^ that he will be ready to give Comma* 
nion to any three or four Christians who desire it» 
they may then^ by merely giving him due notice 
of their wish> obtain on any Sunday the enjoyment 
of this holy rite. To restore many other things, 
might be more difficult ; and we have always need 
of judgment as well as of zeal, in returning to any 
long-neglected duty; but it is certain that con- 
scientious Churchmen will strive to. obey their 
Church, so far as they are able. At least let no 
one say, that either of God's holy Sacraments 
should be omitted^ to allow more time for man's 
words. It is sad, that of all our ordinances we 
seem to think least of those> which demand of 
us the most sacred observance. Truly it can only 
be with our lips, and not with our hearts^ that we 
declare before God in His Church, that we " be- 
lieve in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of 
life>" when we so neglect those holy meani^ 
through which chiefly that life is both given and 
continued to us. 
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NEGLECT OF COMMUNION. 

" Do this in remembrance of Me." 
Let those^ who are in the custom of absenting 
themselves from the Lord's Table, turn to the 
fourteenth chapter of St. Luke, and there read, 
how Christ has instructed His servants, to invite 
all to come and partake of His holy Supper. 
Let them next turn to the Prayer-book, the best 
mirror of God's Word, and read the earnest ex- 
hortation of His minister: — ^''I bid you in the 
Name of God, I call you in Christ's behalf I 
exhort you, as ye lov^ your own salvation, that 
ye will be partakers of this Holy Communion. 
And as the Son of God did vouchsafe to yield 
up His soul by death upon the Cross for your 
salvation; so it is your duty to receive the Com- 
munion in remembrance of the sacrifice of His 
death, as He himself hath commanded: which 
if ye shall neglect to do, consider with yourselves 
how great injury ye do unto God, and how sore 
punishment hangeth over ^our heads for the same; 
when ye wilfully abstain from the Lord s Table, 
and separate from your brethren, who come to 
feed on the banquet of that most heavenly food." 
(Second Exhortation.) Let them now turn back 
to the Bible, and read those words, which, in case 
of their obstinate refusal, Christ has Himself 
spoken of them : " I say unto you. That none of 
those men which were bidden shall taste of my 
Supper." 
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DAILY SERVICE. 

Nicholas Ferrar tells us of Mr. Herbert^ whose 
faithful discharge of his duties^ *' was such as 
may make him justly a companion to the pri- 
mitive Saints/' that *' his obedience and con- 
^drmity to the Church and the discipline thereof 
was singularly remarkable : Though he abounded 
in private devotions, yet went he every morning 
and evening with his family to the Church ; and 
by his example^ exhortations, and encouragements, 
drew the greater part of his parishioners to accom- 
pany him daily in the public celebration of Divine 
Service." There may be many circumstances, 
under which it would not be possible to follow 
strictly this excellent practice : but we may always 
take the Prayer-book as our guide in private, and 
go in some degree join in the daily Service of the 
Church. Mr. Cecil observes: "I read the Scrip- 
tures to my family in some regular* order r and I 
am pleased to have thus a lesson found for me. 
I look on the chapter of the day as a lesson sent 
for that day; and so I regard it as comii^ from 
God for the use of that day, and not of my own 
seeking.'' We shall find in the Prayer-book an 
admirable order of reading appointed for us, 
both of Psalms and Lessons ; and if at the same 
time we make use of some of the Church collects 
and prayers, we shaU be taking the best means 
of infusing into our private devotions the deeply 
reverential spirit of our public Liturgy. 
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THE FESTIVALS. 

Christ our Saviour Himself hath honoured these 
times hy His Blessed Birth^ His Resurrection, and 
Ascension up into Heaven: at which time we 
honour Him, as at all times, so especially when 
we have feasts consecrated to a commemoration 
of His goodness towards us, when we in love and 
pious manner assemble ourselves. Sometimes we 
celebrate the mention of the Martyrs and Saints 
of God, who have lived in former times. And 
this we do for no other end, but only to set before 

us examples of repentance, of faith, of piety. 

Abuse taken away, we see the keeping of these 
feasts is a commendable and Christian custom. 
For the manner of keeping them : first, these 
duties of devotion, as prayer, hearing the Word 
of God, receiving the Sacraments, require our 
special care. Secondarily, at these times we ex- 
tend, as we may, bounty unto others ; and there* 
fore saith St. Austin, " festival times should have 
liberality, which make many bless God for His 
benefits." Last of all, these solemnities orderly 
observed, they do sometimes call us away from 
the inordinate care of the world, and move in our 
hearts, many good and comfortable thoughts, in 
calling to mind the time will come, ''when we 
shall keep the feast of feasts in Heaven." — Sutton s 
*' Disce vivere," Ck, xxiv. 

See also " Hooker, B. v. Sec. Ivi." « Bp. Taylor's 
Holy Living, Ch. iv." " Bp. Cosin on the Calen- 
dar." &c. 
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PRAYER OF A CHILD. 

• 

O heavenly Father, who hast made me Thy 
child in Baptism, I pray Thee for Thy grace, to 
enable me to keep those vows which were then 
made for me. Make me to love Thine own Day, 
and to behave with reverence in Thy house, and 
to observe all Thy commandments, that so I may 
not fear in due time to take those vows publicly 
upon me. I have in many ways disobeyed Thee, 
and been unthankful for Thy goodness, but I pray 
Thee to forgive me all that is past, and to give me 
grace to live better for the future : and this I ask 
for His sake who gave Himself a sacrifice for me, 
Jesus Christ Thy Son our Lord. — Amen. 

PRAYER BEFORE CONFIRMATION. 

O God, in whom only is my trust, I pray Thee 
to make me thankful to Thee for all the ordinances 
of Thy Church; keep me from all irreverent use 
of them, and especially bless, I pray Thee, this 
holy Rite of Confirmation to the good of my souL 
O Lord, increase my faith, and confirm my hope: 
enable me to confess the Faith of Christ crucified, 
and to give my heart to Thee. And, since of my- 
self I can do nothing, give me strength to fight 
manfully under His banner against sin, the world 
and the devil, that I may so continue His faithful 
soldier and servant unto my life's end. Grant this, 
O Lord, of Thine infinite mercy, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Amen. 
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By a layman. 



" The prophecy (of the Scripture) came not in old time bj the will of 
man ; but holy men of God spake as they were moyed by the Holy 
Qhost. 

" But there were fidse prophets also among the people eren as there 
shall be fiedse teachers among you, who privUy shall bring ic damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
themselves swift destruction."— 2 Peter ii. 1. 
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HYMN. 

Who is Grod*8 chosen priest ? 
He, who <Hi Christ stands waitiiig day and night. 
Who traced His holj steps, nor ever ceas*d. 
From Jordan*s banks to Bethphage height : 

Who hath leam*d lowliness 
From his Lord*s cradle, patience from His cross ; 
Whom poor men's ejes and hearts oonsent to bless ; 
To whom, for Christ, the world is loss ; 

Who both in agony 
Hath seen Him and in glorj ; and in both 
Own*d Him dirine, and yielded, nothing loth. 
Body and soul, to live and die. 

In witness of his Lord, 
In humble following of his Saviour dear: 
This is the man to wield th* unearthly sword. 
Warring unharm*d with sin and fear. 



Thou art Thy Church's spouse, 
Whose arm supports her, on whose faithful breast 
Her persecuted head she meekly bows, 
Sure pledge of her eternal rest. 

Who then, uncallM by Thee, 
Dare touch Thy spouse, Thy very self below ? 
Or who dare count him summonM worthUy, 
Except Thine hand and seal he show ? 



Keble*8 '* Christian Year, 
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COLLECT FOR THE DAY, PEB. 24. 

O Almighty God, who into the place of the 
traitor Judas- didst choose thy faithful servant 
Matthias to he of the numher of the twelve 
Apostles; Grant that thy Church, heing alway 
preserved from false Apostles, may he ordered 
and g^ded hy faithful and true pastors; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

DAILY SERVICE. 

O ye Priests of the Lord, hless ye the Lord : 
praise him, and magnify him for ever. — Benedicite, 

O Lord, save thy people : and hless thine heri- 
tage. — Te Deum, 

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 

LITANY. 

That it may please thee to illuminate all Bishops, 
Priests, and Deacons, with true knowledge and 
understanding of thy Word ; and that hoth hy 
their preaching and living they may set it forth, 
and shew it accordingly ; 

We beseech Thee to hear us, goad Lord, 
PROPER LESSONS. Wtsdom xix., Ecclns. i. 

As for the ungodly, wrath came upon them 
without mercy unto the end : for he knew hefore 
what they would do. — Wisdom xix. 

Come not unto the Lord with a douhle heart. 
Be not an hypocrite in the sight of men, and take 
good heed what thou speakest. Exalt not thy- 
self, lest thou fall and hring dishonour upon thy 
soul, and so God discover thy secrets, and cast 



thee down in the midst of the congregation, be- 
cause thou comest not in tnith to the fear of the 
Lord, but thy heart is fall of deceit. — Ecclus. L 

FOB THE EPISTLE. 

In those dajrs Peter stood up in the midst of the 

disciples, and said, Men and brethren, this 

Scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which 
the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake be- 
fore concerning Judas, ^Let his habitation be 

desolate, and let no man dwell therein ; and, his 
bishoprick let another take. Wherefore, of these 
men which have companied with us all the time, 
that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 
beginning from the baptisan of John, unto that 
same day that he was taken up from us, must one 
be ordained to be a witness with us of his re- 
surrection. And they appointed two, Joseph called 
Barsabas, who was sumamed Justus, and Matthias. 
And they prayed, and said. Thou, Lord, which 
knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of 
these two thou hast chosen; that he may take part 
of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas 
by transgression fell that he might go to his own 
place. And they, gave forth their lots ; and the lot 
fell upon Matthias, and he was numbered with the 
eleven Apostles. — Acts i. 

THE GOSPEL 

All things are delivered unto me of my Father : 
and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; 
neither knoweth any man the Father^ save the Son, 
and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him. 
Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. — St. Matt. xi. 




HISTORY. 

*' St. Matthias spent the first fruits of his min- 
istry in Judea^ where having reaped a considerable 

harvest, he betook himself to other provinces. 

The Greeks report him, with probability, to have 
travelled eastward, ^his residence being princi- 
pally near the eruption of the river Apsarus, and 
the haven of Hyssus, both places in Cappadocia. 

Here meeting with a people of a fierce and 

imtractable temper, he was treated by them with 
great rudeness and inhumanity, from whom, after 
all his labours and sufferings, and a numerous con- 
version of men to Christianity, he obtained at last 
the crown of martyrdom, A.D. 61, or as others, 64. 
Little certainty can be retrieved concerning the 

manner of his death; ^but the Greek offices, 

seconded herein by several ancient breviaries, tell 
us, that he was crucified; and that, as Judas 
was hanged upon a tree, so Matthias suffered 

upon a cross. His memory is celebrated in 

the Greek Church, August 9; while the western 
Churches keep Feb. 24 sacred to his memory. 
Among many other apocryphal writings attri- 
buted to the Apostles, there was a gospel pub- 
lished under his name, mentioned by Eusebius 
and the ancients, and condemned with the rest 
by Gelasius, Bishop of Rome, as it had been re- 
jected by others before him. Under his name 
also there were extant traditions," which were 
shamefully abused by the Nicolaitan heretics, and 
by which '* the Marcionites and Valentinians de- 
fended some of their most absurd and impious 
opinions." — Dr. Caves " Lives of the Apostles" 



THE MINISTRY* 

APOSTOLICAL SUCCESSION. 

That an outward laying on of hands is neces- 
sary to the tnie commission of Ministers, is very 
evident from many passages in the Acts: and^ 
if this be once granted, the principle of success 
sion from the Apostles follows of necesaty; 
because no man can bestow on BtUother that 
power, which has not been solemnly given to 
himself. No succession is of any value, which 
stops short of the Apostles; because, if A were 
ordained by B, and B by C, and C by D, 
and if £, who ordained D one or two hundred 
years ago, had never received the power to do 
so, then the ordination of A is no better than 
that of D, and he is a layman just like others, 
and has no authority to preach and administer 
the Sacraments* 

The question is one, not of theory, but of fact; 
and it is a doctrine of sight as well as of faith ; 
for it may be thus plainly stated :^-If the laying 
on of hands be needful at all, then either sue-* 
cession from the Apostles is a necessary condi- 
tion, or else ordinary laymen have the right of 
conferring on others a power which they may 
not themselves exercise. 

If the argument be shifted, and presbyterian 
succession be contended for, the Church from the 
Apostles' time9 witnesses to Episcopal succession 
only ; for presbyters never received from those who 
ordained them the authority to ordain others; 
and they rarely pretended to it, even amongst 
heretics, for fifteen hundred years* The state of 



those communions^ which have either lost or re- 
jected the Apostolic Orders, bears a mournful 
witness to the truth of this doctrine, and lays 
the members of our own highly-favored Church 
under a heavy debt of thankfulness to God. 

DIGNITY OP THE MINISTRY. 

The proper occupations of a Christian minister 
are the highest and most glorious that can in- 
terest the human mind. The Scriptures tell us 
that Kings and Priests are both equally God's 
ministers; and the difference between them is 
this, that Kings serve Him in things which are 
human, Pnests in things divine. It is plain 
therefore, that there is no other office so high in 
dignity as that of a minister of Christ : His 
duties are holy and spiritual; his object, the 
eternal salvation of the souls of men. 

A very improper custom has obtained amongst 
us, of calling the Ministry a profession ; and we 
are in the habit of talking of the Church and 
the Bar, the Army and Navy, just as if this 
holy Office were on a level with other worldly 
callings : But this view is altogether false, because 
the divine origin of the Ministry excludes the 
notion of a temporal profession ; and since very 
serious evils result from it, we cannot too soon 
lay it aside. 

ITS RESPONSIBILITY. 

Seeing then the sacred nature of the Office, 
those who take holy Orders, do it always under 
a serious responsibility; and the Church has 
sought to exclude all evil persons, by requiring 
each candidate to declare at his ordination, that 
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be believes bimself to be "inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghost to take upon himself this Office and 
Ministration." She has further set before them 
on this day the examples of two Apostles, of whom 
one served his Master faithfully, and the other 
betrayed Him : and she has done this, in order 
that they may try themselves; and that, if they 
be conscious of a worldly motive, they may shrink 
from laying unclean hands on the ark of God. 

UNWORTHINESS OF MINISTERS. 

" The effect of Christ's ordinance is not taken 
away by the wickedness of Ministers, nor the grace 
of God's gifts diminished from such as by faith 
and rightly do receive the Sacraments ministered 
unto them ; which be effectual, because of Christ's 
institution and promise, although they be mini- 
stered by evil men." — Article xxvi. 

Nevertheless, " virtue and godliiiess are required 
at the hands of the minister of God ; not only in 
that he is to teach and instruct the people, who 
for the most part are rather led away by the ill 
example, than directed aright by the wholesome 
instruction of them whose life swerveth from the 
rule of their own doctrine ; but also much more 
in regard of this other part of their function, 
(public prayer:) whether we respect the weak- 
ness of the people apt to loathe and abhor the 
' sanctuary, when they who perform the service 
thereof are such as the sons of Eli were: or 
else consider the inclination of God Himse^; 
who requireth the lifting up of pure hands in 
prayer, and hath given the world plainly to 
understand, that the wicked, although they cry> 



shall not be heard. They are no fit supplicants 
to seek His mercy in behalf of others^ whose 
own unrepented sins provoke His just indigna- 
tion. Let Thy priests therefore, O Lord, be 
evermore clothed with righteousness, that Thy 
saints may thereby with more devotion rejoice 
and sing.'* — Hooker, B. v. Sec. xix. 

Tlie Athanasian Creed. — ^The Church has ap- 
pointed this Creed to be read on St. Matthias' 
day; and she has* thus marked very plainly, 
that they, who would be accounted " faithful and 
true pastors" of Christ's flock, must be careful 
to read it, whensoever the rubric requires it. 
She has decided it to be necessary as a barrier 
against heresy; and those ministers, who would 
''earnestly contend for the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints," must use it; and so, 
according to their own vow, "minister the Doc- 
trine of Christ, as the Lord hath commanded, 
and as this Church and Realm hath received 
the same, according to the commandments of 
God." 

The Two Sacraments. — ^The Church has like- 
wise bound all her Clergy by a solemn vow, 
''to nunister the Sacraments of Christ, as this 
Church and Realm hath received the same:" 
In this she has shown a primitive anxiety for the 
due performance of these holy rites, and she has 
thus wisely provided, that no minister may leave 
out or alter any part of the Baptismal and 
Communion Services, and esteem himself at the 
same time a faithful " steward of the mysteries 
of God." 
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MEANS OF OBTAINING A FAITHFUL 
MINISTRY. 

Prayer for the Clergy. — If we desire " faitkful 
and true pastors/' our first duty is to pray for 
them; and we should do it ''without ce.asiiig/' 
both publicly in the Church, ^d privately at 
home. But, though without prayer we need devise 
no plans for their improvement ; yet if we do not 
try to act upon our prayers, it is because we do not 
pray believing, and we shall receive nothing. 

Education of the Clergy. — It is the duty of 
every Church to provide sound instruction for 
her ministers, because, since miraculous gifts have 
ceased, solid learning is become necessary to the 
due performance of their duties. Those personSy 
who are best able to judge, though differing as 
to the remedy, are all agreed that the study 
of Theology is at present much neglected. But 
there is another no less serious evil, in the diffi- 
culty of access to even that degree of educa- 
tion which we have. It pleases God still, as 
of old time, to call men by His Spirit to the 
ministerial office: — ^Are we then so vain as to 
imagine that the TicU are called and not the 
poor? Scripture rather teaches us, that they 
are the less likely of the two to receive the 
heavenly calling; and yet the poor are very 
generally unable to obtain orders in the Church. 

We profess to believe, that the Apostolic orders 
are God's appointed ordinance, and that He calls 
His ministers freely by His Spirit: If then we 
render the attainment of those Orders more diffi- 
cult to one part of the community than to ano- 
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ther, we are so far endeavouring to tbwart tbe 
Divine purposes, and that too not only in the 
Church, the most Divine of all God's institutions, 
but even in the most sacred and vital part of it, 
in that very part which He has ordained for the 
continuance of His Church and the perpetual 
maintenance of His Faith. 

If however we will treat the Church of God 
Hke a mere human establishment, w^ cannot but 
fear that He will in some degree withdraw His 
favor, and suffer, it may be, some of His own 
people to be estranged from her, until we repent 
and submit ourselves to the guidance of His 
Spirit. 

The evil is already felt and acknowledged: let 
ns then try at least to seek out and apply a 
remedy ; for in this course only lies our hope, that 
Ood will bless His Church, and make us all 
i^ain " one body, with one Spirit, even as we are 
called with one hope of our calling." 

Exercise of Patnmage. — In the appointment of 
ministers, the eternal salvation of souls is at stake ; 
and those persons, who hold the patronage of 
livings, have more power than others to fiirther 
or hinder it The law of the Establishment may 
make it a piece of private property ; but the truth 
of the Church makes it a spiritual privilege, a 
sacred trust. Those who possess it will have to 
give an account hereafter, of the use which they 
have made of it, to the great Head of the Church : 
and how shall they stand before Him, who have 
appointed unworthy ministers to serve Him ? 

The Discipline of the Church demands, " that en- 
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quiry be made of evil ministers, and that they be 
accused by those that have knowledge of their 
offences; and finally being found guilty, by just 
judgment be deposed." — Art xxvi. 

PRAYER OF A LAYMAN. 

O blessed Lord, who hast appointed Thy min- 
isters to exercise authority in Thy Church, give 
unto me a spirit of obedience to those, whom 
Thou hast set over me. Keep me from all undue 
foUowing of them ; but make me to remember that 
I must submit myself to them, if I would follow 
Thee. O give me a heart to pray for them, and 
make me very slow to complain of them, know- 
ing that Thou, Lord^ art their Judge. ' If the^ be 
imfaithful, let this lead me to be more fervent in 
my prayers, and more guarded in my tongue ; and 
let me not forget, that, by needless talking of them, 
I render myself unfit to pray for them. Keep me 
especially from striving with them, and intruding 
wickedly on the spiritual duties of their Office : 
make me willing rather to wait Thy time, and to act 
under them, and aid them with friendly counsel, 
until Thou shalt see fit either to remove or to con- 
vert them : and do Thou grant me grace, O Lord, 
so faithfully to fulfil the duties of my calling in 
Thy Church on earth, that I may dwell with 
Thee hereafter in Thy heavenly Kingdom, where, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, Thou livest 
and reignest, ever one God, world without end. 
Amen. 
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By a LAYMAN. 



" The Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and 
confess our manifold sins and wickedness." — Liturgy. 

*' Cleanse your hands, ye sinners ; and purify your hearts, ye double- 
minded. Be afflicted, and mourn and weep: let your laughter be 
turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselyes 
in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up."— St Jcmet iv. 
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^^ Mj heart is smitten down, and withered like grass, 
so that I forget to eat my bread." — P^lm cii. 

O Lord, turn not thy face from me. 

Who lie in woefrd state, 
Lamenting all my sinful life 

Before thy mercy-gate ; 

A gate which opens wide to those. 

That do lament their sin : 
Shut not that gate against me. Lord, 

But let me enter in. 

I need not to confess my life 

To thee, who best can tell 
What I have been, and what I am • 

I know thou know*st it well. 

Therefore with tears I come to beg 

Of my offended God, 
For pardon, like a child that dreads 

His angry parent's rod. 

O Lord, I need not to repeat 

The comfort I would have : 
Thou know'st, O Lord, before I ask, 

The blessing I do crave. 

Mercy, good Lord, mercy I ask. 

This is the total simi ; 
For mercy. Lord, is all my suit ; 

Lord, let thy mercy come ! 

Stemhold, 



The First Day of Lent, commonly called 

COLLECT FOR THIS AND EVERT DAY IN LENT. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest no- 
thing that thou hast made, and dost forgive the 
sins of all them that are penitent; Create and 
make in us new and contrite hearts, that we 
worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging 
our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God 
of all' mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

CONFESSION OF THE DAY. 

Turn thou us, O good Lord, and so shall we be 
turned. Be favorable, O Lord, be favorable to 
thy people, who turn to thee in weeping, fasting, 
and praying. For thou art a merciful God, full of 
compassion, long-suffering, and of great pity. 
Thou sparest when we deserve punishment, and 
in thy wrath thinkest upon mercy. Spare thy 
people, good Lord, spare them, and let not thine 
heritage be brought to confusion. Hear us, O 
Lord, for thy mercy is great, and after the multi- 
tude of thy mercies look upon us; through the 
merits and mediation of thy blessed Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Proper Psalms, vi. xxxii. xxxviii. cii. cxxx. cxliii. 

FOR THE EPISTLE. 

Turn ye even unto me, saith the Lord, with all 
your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, 
and with mourning. And rend your heart, and 
not your garments : and turn unto the Lord your 
God : for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 



anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him 
of the evil. Who knoweth if he will return, and 
repent, and leave a blessing behind him, even a 
meat-offering and a drink-offering unto the Lord 
your God ? Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify 
a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the people, 
sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, 
gather the children, and those that suck the 
breasts ; let the bridegroom go forth of his cham- 
ber, and the bride out of her closet ; let the priests, 
the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch 
and the altar, and let them say. Spare thy people, 
O Lord, and give not thine heritage to reproach, 
that the heathen should rule over them : where- 
fore should they say among the people. Where is 
their God ? Joel ii. 

THE GOSPEL. 

When ye fast, be not as tne hypocrites, of a sad 
countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that 
they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say 
unto you. They have their reward. But thou, 
when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash 
thy face, that thou appear not unto men to fast, 
but unto thy Father which is in secret; and thy 
Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee 
openly. Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal: but lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where nei- 
ther moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through nor steal : for where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also. St, 
Mattk, vi. 



5 

ORIGIN OF THE DAY. 

"The Church begins her Lent this day to supply 
the Sundays in Lent, upon which it was not the 
Church's custom to fast, Sundays being high 
festivals in memory of our Saviour's joyful resur- 
rection. Now if you take out of the six weeks of 
Lent six Sundays, there will remain but thirty-six 
fasting-days; to which, these four of this week 
being added, make the just number of forty." — 
Bp, Sparrow, 

In some of the Eastern Churches there was a 
Lent of seven weeks ; but they never fasted in the 
East on Saturdays, so that the number of fast^ 
days was nowhere more than thirty six, until this 
addition was made. " Some say it was the work 
of Gregory the Great, but others ascribe it to 
Gregory 11., who lived above a hundred years 
after, in the beginning of the eighth century." — 
Bingham 8 AnU B, xxi. Ch, i. 

By that time the ancient Apostolic discipline 
was nearly lost, and this day with its appointed 
service was of much use in supplying its place. 
Our own Church has shown herself faithful in 
retaining it, and at least once a year she makes a 
solemn caD on sinners to consider their ways. 
There was much offence taken at this service 
formerly on the plea of religious scruple, but the 
same persons broke down all our institutions 
shortly afterwards. The only proper way of 
abolishmg this day, is to restore the primitive 
discipline; and when we know that that cannot 
be done, we are not reasonable in under-valuing 
the ordinance, merely because the Aposties did 
not themselves appoint it. 
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ORIGIN OF THE SERYICS. 

'* It seems that at least from about the eighth 
century there was a solemn office for public peni- 
tents on the first day of L^nt ; but in after-ages 
this office was applied indiscriminately to all the 
people, who received ashes, and were prayed for 
by the bishop or presbyter. Thus the office lost 
its ancient character. The English Churches have 
long used this office nearly as we do at present, 
as we find almost exactly the same appointed for 
the first day of Lent in the missals of Salisbury 
and York, and in the MS. sacramentary of Leofric, 
which was written for the English Church about 
the ninth or tenth century." The first two of the 
concluding prayers " are derived from formularies 
of great antiquity, being very like prayers found 
in the sacramentary of Gelasius, A.D. 494." Pal- 
mers " Origines Liturgiae" 

THE SERVICE EXPLAINED. 

The sentences of cursing. — Some persons have 
supposed, that by taking part in this service they 
would be praying for a curse upon themselves; 
but the service itself states, that they only " affirm 
the curse of God to be due" to sinners. As 
Bishop Sparrow observes, "Amen signifies no 
more but 'verily or truly,' or an assent to the 
truth of that to which it is added. If that to 
which it is added be a prayer, then this must needs 
be a joining in the prayer, and is as much as ' so 
be it ;* but if that to which it is added be a creed, 
or any affirmative proposition, such as these curses 
are, then the Amen is only an affirmation, as that 
is to which it is annexed." Besides the curses are 



not pronounced on all who have ever conunitted 
these sins, but only on such as are " impenitent :" 
and with regard even to them, it is not done in 
the least to triumph over them, but rather for 
their own sakes, "that they may be moved to 
earnest and true repentance." 

These curses, rightly understood, are just as 
much in force now as they were amongst the Jews, 
for our blessed Lord has said, that " one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be 
fulfilled;" and therefore it is quite as fitting to 
pronounce them now as it ever was : but the 
Church has taken great care not to be misunder- 
stood; for in no part of the Liturgy does she 
express more fiiDy the Gospel-truth, that "Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us.** 

The godly Discipline of the primitive Church 
obliged all notorious oflTenders, to present them- 
selves at the church-doors, barefoot, and clad in 
sackcloth and ashes : they were then brought in, 
and the seven penitential Psalms were chanted, 
after which the Bishop sent them out of the 
church. They were afterwards classed as peni- 
tents ; nor were they received back into full 
communion, until they had shewn themselves 
worthy of it by a settled, course of good conduct. 
(See Bingham, B, xviii. Ch, i. and ii.) 

The discipline which St. Paul enjoined on the 
Corinthians, (1 Cor. v.) though we know nothing 
of its forms, was the same in substance ; and as it 
was practised by the whole Church from the be^. 
ginning for several centuries, it is plain, that some 
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like system of discipline must have made part of 
the solemn charge of Timothy, as weD as of those 
*' traditions," which the Thessalonians were bid to 
" stand fast and hold." 

This Church professes now the same discipline, 
for she says : — " That person which by open 
denunciation of the Church is rightly cut off from 
the unity of the Church, and excommunicated, 
ought to be taken of the whole multitude of the 
faithful, as an heathen and publican, until he be 
openly reconciled by penance, and received into 
the Church by a judge that hath authority there^ 
unto." Article xxxiii. 

DUTY OF USING THE SERVICE. 

" Thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether 
they will hear, or whether they will forbear.*' 

Our Church wishes to restore the ancient dis- 
cipline, with such changes of outward form, as the 
difference of age and country might require. Mean- 
while however she uses the present oflfice instead : 
and in so doing she is truly scriptural, for after the 
opening address it consists of little else but the 
very words of Scripture ; so that they who object 
to it may justly be said to find fault rather with 
the Bible than with the Prayer-book. Some good 
Christians shrink from it out of ignorance: but 
most people neglect it, because they care not for 
their sins; and these gain nothing by staying 
away, for their misery lies in deserving the curse, 
not in hearing it. Would they but come and 
hearken to "the voice of Wisdom," then might 
they perhaps " turn at her reproof; " but if they 
will " set at nought her counsel," the sad hour is 
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coming, when they will surely have to " eat of the 
fruit of their own way." 

" Woe to the rebellious children, saith the Lord, 
which say to the prophets. Speak unto us smooth 
things : " Let us not dare then to say, that we will 
hear of nothing but the promises; for we must 
listep willingly to the curse, if we would inherit the 
blessing. There is no part of the liturgy which we 
can less spare than this service; and in those 
parishes, where scarcely any one will attend, it is 
only the more needful to use it, that the whole 
fault may rest with them that *' will not hear." 

Moreover this is one of those injunctions of our 
Church, which we can all obey without difficulty ; 
and she has bound the clergy especially under a 
solemn vow, " to give their faithful diligence 
always so to minister the Discipline of Christ ; as 
the Lord hath commanded, and as this Church 
and Realm hath received the same, according to 
the commandments of God." Ordination Service, 

'^ Remissness in Church discipline is owing, 
sometimes, to indulgence and an easy temper, not 
caring to trouble others, or be troubled ; sometimes 
by being satisfied to go on in the track trodden by 
their predecessors, not considering what duty 
obliges them to, but what was done before ; others, 
out of downright neglect, not caring how things go, 
give opportunity to the enemy to sow tares while 
they are thus asleep. Thus corruption gets head, 
and is like to do so, until God awakens the 
Governors both in Church and State, and makes 
them see, that they are answerable for all the sins 
occasioned by their negligence ; and that they have 
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more souls^ besides their own^ to account for; 
which is one day to fall heavy upon them." — Bp* 
Wilsons " Sacra Privata" 

PRATERS OF THE SERVICE. 

O Lord, we beseech thee, mercifully hear our 
prayers, and spare all those who confess their sins 
unto thee ; that they, whose consciences by sin are 
accused, by thy merciful pardon may be absolved ; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O most mighty God, and merciful Father, who 
hast compassion upon all men, and hatest nothing 
that thou hast made ; who wouldest not the death 
of a sinner, but that he should rather turn from his 
sin, and be saved: Mercifully forgive us our 
trespasses ; receive and comfort us, who are grieved 
and wearied with the burden of our sins. Thy 
property is always to have mercy ; to thee" only it 
appertaineth to forgive sins. Spare us therefore, 
good Lord, spare thy people, whom thou hast 
redeemed; enter not into judgment with thy 
servants, who are vile earth, and miserable sinners ; 
but so turn thine anger from us, who meekly 
acknowledge our vileness, and truly repent us of our 
faults, and so make haste to help us in this world, 
that we may ever live with thee in the world to 
come ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Here follows the general Confossion, (according 
to Joel n.) after which the minister gives 

THE BLESSING. w",*^ 

ITie Lord bless us, and keep us; ihe liOttTlift 
up the light of his countenanee uppn^, and give 
us peace, now and for evermore. ^.i^vMI 
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ANCIENT HYMN. 

''Audi, benigne Gonditor." 

O merciful Creator 1 hear 

Our prayers, which we devoutly bent 
Pour forth to Thee, with many a tear, 

In this most holy fast of Lent. 

Thou mildest Searcher of each heart, 

Who know*st the weakness of our strength , 

To us forgiving grace unpart. 
Since we return to Thee at length. 

Much have we sinned, to our shame ; 

But spare ns, who our sins confess ; 
And for the glory of Thy name, 

To our sick souls afford redress. 

Grant that the flesh may so be pined. 

By means of outward abstinence. 
As that the sober watchfid mind 

May fast from spots of all offence. 

Grant this, O blessed Trinity! 

Pure Unity! to this incline, 
That of our fast the fruit may be 

A grateful recompence for Thine. 

TroMlated by Drummond of Hawthomden, 
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COLLECT FOR THE FIRST SUKDAT. 

O Lord, who for our sake didst fast forty days 
and forty nights ; Give us grace to use such absti- 
nence, that, our flesh being subdued to the Spirit, 
we may ever obey thy godly motions in righteous- 
ness, and true holiness, to thy honour and glory, 
who livest and reignest with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 

LITANY. 

Remember not. Lord, our offences, nor the of- 
fences of our forefathers ; neither take thou ven- 
geance of our sins : spare us, good Lord, spare thy 
people, whom thou hast redeemed with thy most 
precious blood, and be not angry with us for ever. 

Spare us, good Lord. 
From all evil and mischief; from sin, from the 
crafts and assaults of the devil ; from thy wrath, 
and from everlasting damnation. 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
From all blindness of heart ; from pride, vain- 
glory, and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred, and 
malice, and all uncharitableness. 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
From fornication, and all other deadly sin ; and 
from all the deceits of the world, the flesh and the 
devil. 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
From all false doctrine, heresy, and schism. 
Good Lord, deliver us. 



By thy Fasting and Temptation, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

We sinners do beseech thee to hear us, O Liord 
God ; and that it may please thee to rule and 
govern thy holy Church universal in the right way . 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please thee to give us true repent- 
ance ; to forgive us all our sins, negligences, and 
ignorances ; and to endue us with the grace of thy 
Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to thy 
holy Word ; 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

O Lamb of God; that takest away the sins of 
the world ; 

Grant us thy peace. 

O Christ hear us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

O God, merciful Father, that despisest not the 
sighing of a contrite heart, nor the desire of such 
as be sorrowful ; Mercifully assist our prayers that 
we make before thee in all our troubles and 
adversities whensoever they oppress us ; and gra- 
ciously hear us, that those evils which the craft 
and subtilty of the devil or man worketh agains^. 
us, be brought to nought, and by the providence 
of thy goodness they may be dispersed ; that we 
thy servants, being hurt by no persecutions, may 
evermore give thanks unto thee in thy holy Churchy 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

O Lord, arise, help us, and deliver us for thy 
Name's sake. 

O Godj we have heard with our ears, and our 
fathers have declared unto us, the noble works 
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that thou didst in their days> and in the old time 
before them. 

O Lord, arise, help us, and deliver us for thine 
honour. 

GOSPEL FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY. 

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted of the devil. And when 
he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was 
aflerward an hungered. And when the tempter 
came to him, he said. If thou be the Son of God, 
command that these stones be made bread. But 
he answered and said. It is written, man shsdl not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God. Then the 
devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth 
him on a pinnacle of the temple, and saith unto 
him. If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down ; 
for it is written. He shall give his angels charge 
concerning thee: and in their hands they shall 
bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot 
against a stone. Jesus s:iid unto him. It is written 
again. Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding 
high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms 
of the world, and the glory of them ; and saith 
unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou 
wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith Jesus 
unto him. Get thee hence, Satan ; for it is written. 
Thou shalt worship the Lorcl thy God, and him 
only shalt thou serve. Then the devil leaveth him, 
and behold, angels came and ministered unto him. 
Matthew iv. 

Read daily the Psalms and Lessons, and use the 
two Collects, as they are appointed. 
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LENT. 

ORIGIN OF THE FAST. 

There has been much disputing among Christiaiis 
upon the subject of Lent, some trying to prove 
that the forty days' fast is of the Apostolic age, 
and others, that there was then no Lent fast at all. 
We have good proof however, that, though it was 
increased gradually to forty days, there was a fast 
at this season even in the very beginning of the 
Church. The ancient Fathers agree in telling us, 
that, as soon as Christians had lost their Master s 
presence, they made a rule of fasting" yearly during 
the time that He died and lay in the grave, that 
is, good Friday and Easter eve : and it appears 
that this canon of the primitive Church was bind- 
ing on all her members, whilst they were left to 
fast more or not, just as each found it useful to 
himself. 

We must remember that in those days Christ- 
ians were very different from what they became 
afterwards : for they partook daily of the blessed 
Sacrament, and were steadfast in the Apostles' 
rule and doctrine; and so "loving one another 
with pure hearts," they " kept themselves in the 
love of God." So long as this happy state of 
things lasted, there was no need of long seasons 
of penitence and sorrow : but after a while came 
those " perilous times," foretold by St. Paul, when 
men " would not endure sound doctrine ;" and 
they ceased to "show forth the Lord's death" as 
heretofore, and so they forgot Him, and were 
" turned to fables," and became " lovers of their 
own selves, unthankful, unholy, lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God/* 
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And now with so much sinning there was more 
room for mourning: and the Church looked to 
Scripture; and seeing what God*s people had 
always done of old in the like case, she h^an to 
increase her solemn seasons of prayer and fasting. 
The Lent fast was very early extended to a week ; 
by the middle of the third century it seems to have 
been as much as three weeks in Rome ; and about 
the time of the council of Nice it was fixed gene- 
rally at six weeks, and in some Churches at seven. 
The number of actual fasting-days was not how- 
ever fiUed up till some time afterwards, when it 
became really, what it had been called long before, 
a "fast of forty days:" and so what the Lord 
himself had done, when He was tempted. His 
Church was led to do likewise in her own temp- 
tation. 

MANNER OF KEEPING IT. 

How far it was binding. — ^When the Church first 
extended her Lent, she did not bind the con- 
sciences of her members to any one way of observ- 
ing it, but recommended it as a season of prayer 
and humiUation. leaving individuals to improve it 
as they found most smtable. Some therefore kept 
to a spare diet the whole forty days, and others 
fasted only a part of them, whilst the last week 
and especially the last two days of it were care- 
fully observed by ail Christians. Since however 
it was a common ordinance of the Church, all 
were required to show an outward respect for it, 
by abstaining from public amusements during the 
whole period; and the celebration of birth-days 
and marriages was also forbidden. The festivals 
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of the Saints were not even kept, except on the 
Saturdays and Sundays^ as being unsuitable to 
a season of general mourning. 

Discipline of Penitents. — Those who had given 
any scandal to the Church were required daring 
Lent to submit to some course of penance ; and aU^ 
who were conscious of any grievous sins, were then 
especially invited to "judge themselves," that they 
might not be ''judged of the Lord." To such 
per^ns it was a season of strict mortification; 
for they were required to refrain even from the 
innocent enjoyments of life, and excluded from 
the society of their fellow-christians, till just before 
Easter, when those who behaved properly were in 
general restored to communion. 

The severity of this discipline can hardly be 
understood in these days, when people exconunu- 
nicate themselves for years together without fear; 
but, though sinners were punished in various ways 
to lead them to repentance, those self-inflictions, 
which were expected of them in later times, were 
not then approved of. "As for whipping and 
lacerating the body," says Bp. Patrick, " I do not 
find that it was ever used in the Church anciently, 
either under the Old Testament or New : but there 
are plain indications rather, that they looked upon 
it as a Paganish custom, which they were not to 
imitate ; nor is there any thing like it to be found, 
in the penances anciently enjoined in the Christian 
Church." — Patrick on repentance, Ch, vii. 

JVote. — For a learned account of the Lent-fast, 
rendered interesting by copious extracts from the 
early Fathers, see Bingham s Antiquities B. xxi. 
Ch. i. 



WHY THIS CHURCH HAS RETAINED LENT. 

'"Every particular or national Church hath 
authority to ordain^ change^ and abolish^ cere- 
monies or rites of the Church ordained only by 
man's authority, so that ail things be done to 
edifying." Article xxxiv. 

When the English Church cleared herself from 
Roman errors, she was careful to make such 
changes in her ordinances as the spiritual good of 
her members required ; but, since the same evil 
state of things continued which first gave occasion 
to the lengthening of Lent, she did not hold her- 
self at liberty to give up, what she believed to be a 
good and scriptural remedy. The forty days* fast 
remained therefore just as it was before, and great 
care was taken in the prayer-book for its due 
observance. 

It is plain however from the manner in which 
this and other public fasts are neglected, that their 
scriptural nature is little understood. Many, even 
of those who know the benefit of private fasting, 
fancy that the appointment of public fasts savours 
of Judaism : but, if it be allowed that fasting is 
useful as an aid to prayer, and solemn days of sup- 
plication be thought scriptural, then common 
fasting-days must be no less so. However, if the 
objection be sound, it lies quite as strongly against 
the ordinance of public prayer. Our blessed Lord 
has indeed told us to fast in private, but at the 
same time He has charged us not to pray like the 
hypocrites, " standing in the synagogues to be seen 
of men," but to " enter into our closets " and pray 
secretly. Now every one sees plainly enough, that 
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it is not public but ostentatious prayer which 
is here reproved ; and, since our Lord has dealt 
with both prayer and fasting just in the same way> 
we ought to do so too. This is what the Church 
has done ; for, though she has never fasted on her 
days of public praise and thanksgiving, she has 
appointed other days of prayer and humiliation, 
which she makes fasting-days, and amongst them 
are the forty days of Lent. 

HOW THIS CHURCH OBSERVES LENV. 

The Church begins this season with a special 
day of confession, when she '* bewails herself over 
them which have sinned, and have not repented of 
the wickedness which they have committed : *' she 
has appointed an additional collect to be used 
daily ; and she keeps the last week more solemnly 
than the rest with full services on each day. She 
however imitates the moderation of ancient times, 
requiring an outward respect for her ordinance, 
but neither obliging all her members to fast, nor 
wishing those who do fast to bind themselves by a 
rule ioi all the forty days. 

REASONS FOR OBSERVING LENT. 

The fast of Lent is of much private use, in call- 
ing each of us to think seriously on our own state ; 
but, since it is intended for the general humiliation 
of the Church, it is desirable to know, whether 
there exist any public evils that require it. 

Bp. Patrick instanced in his day the imfrequent 
administration of the holy Communion, and the 
n^lect of it when it was administered, as well as 
the bad attendance on public prayer. Our cir- 
cumstances in this last respect are now somewhat 
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different^ for the state of our Churches is such in 
many parts^ that the people could not attend, even 
if they would. T^arge poor populations have grown 
up, and till lately there has been little care of 
building churches for them ; whilst private families 
have very commonly laid hold of the old parish- 
churches, and parcelled them out in lots, which 
they use just as their own houses, though by law 
they have no right in them. 

In Ireland there is another cause at work, why 
the people at large should not frequent the churches : 
they can neither pray nor hear sermons there in 
their own tongue. The ancient endowments of that 
Church were made by the ancestors of the native 
Irish for their sole benefit, but the clergy now in 
possession of them cannot so much as speak their 
language. It is true that the established clergy 
inherit them rightly by the succession of their 
orders, whilst they who have received modem 
orders from Rome cannot lay the same claim to 
them ; but it is in vain that we talk of a good 
title, if we leave that undone, for which alone 
those funds exist; and this is not more contrary 
to reason and justice, than to the Church's twenty- 
fourth article, as well as to the Canon Law, which 
requires, that, where there are two languages, the 
priest shall understand them both. 

It is moreover to be remembered, that whole 
nations of our fellow-snbjects are still heathen : 
and we cannot but know, that it is mainly owing 
to our own neglect, that they are not already our 
fellow-Christians; for even where we have esta- 
blished Churches, we have seldom done more than 
provide for the wants of our own colonists. 
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The list of evils that might be added is indeed a 
long one^ but it is enough to mention one circum- 
titance which makes much worse of them. We 
are unwilling to believe, that many of these things 
are evils at all: we like to hear them smoothed 
over with unmeaning phrases; and we strive to 
persuade ourselves, that, if all is not quite as it 
should be, yot the present state of things is of long 
standing, and that we at least are not at all to 
blame for it : — nay, more than this, we often allege 
the very results of the mischief itself, as a sufficient 
reason for continuing it. 

Now here lies one great benefit of Lent> if we 
would but employ it rightly ; that it brings us to 
think more seriously, both of the evils themselves 
and of the part which we bear in them. They are 
such, that, if we take only time to consider, we 
cannot fail to discern them : and having done so, 
we shall begin to pray in real earnest, and the 
more we do it, the better shall we see, that it is 
very fit to pray and humble ourselves for these 
things : and our doubts, if we still have any, will 
not refer to Lent, but rather to the Festivals, whe- 
ther we should keep them with any thing but tears. 
We shall therefore not only pray, but use all the 
other means which God has given us, to restore 
His Church : and then we shall meet those seasons 
with a better welcome, and sing His praises with 
more cheerful hearts. 

A SUPPLICATION. 

O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping 
the covenant and mercy to them that love Thee, 
and to them that keep Thy commandments; we 
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have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and 
have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by 
departing from Thy precepts and from Thy judg- 
ments. O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of 
face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our 
fathers, because we have sinned against Thee, and 
have not obeyed Thy voice, to walk in the laws, 
which Thou hast set before us by the Apostles and 
Prophets. 

We are the isles, that had not heard Thy fame, 
neither had seen Thy glory, but Thou didst declare 
them unto us : yet have we not waited upon Thee, 
nor trusted on Thine arm. Thou gavest us a 
Prince and a Saviour, but we have not enlarged 
His kingdom : Thou hast lightened our darkness, 
but we have left others in the shadow of death. 
Our holy and our beautiful houses, where our 
fathers praised Thee, are not open to Thy people ; 
and we have made merchandise of our holy things. 
Surely we dwell carelessly : we are all as an un- 
clean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our 
iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 

But now, O Lord, Thou art our Father ; we are 
the clay, and Thou our potter ; and we all are the 
work of Thy hand. Be not wroth very sore, O 
Lord, neither remember iniquity for ever : behcdd, 
see, we beseech Thee, we are all Thy people. 
According to Thy righteousness, O Lord, let Thine 
anger and Thy fury be turned away from Thy 
Church, the vineyard that Thou hast planted : 
because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our 
fathers. Thy Church and people are become a re- 
proach to all that are about us. 
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Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of 
Thy servants, and their supplications, and cause 
Thy face to shine upon Thy sanctuary that is de- 
solate, for the Lord's sake. O my God, incline 
Thine ear, and hear ; open Thine eyes, and behold 
our desolations, and the Church which is called 
by Thy name : for we do not present our suppli- 
cations before Thee for our righteousnesses, but 
for Thy great mercies. O Lord, hear; O Lord, 
forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not for 
Thine own sake, O my God : for Thy Church and 
Thy people are called by Thy name. 

LENT FASTING. 

" T?ie Scriptures bid us fast; the Church says now.** 

'Tis true, we cannot reach Christ's fortieth day ; 
Yet to go part of that religious way 

Is better than to rest : 
We cannot reach our Saviour's purity ; 
* Yet are we bid, " Be holy, e'en as He." 

In both let's do our best. 

Who goeth in the way that Christ hath gone^ 
Is much more sure to meet with Him, than one 

That travelleth by-ways. 
Perhaps my God, though He be far before, 
May turn, and take me by the hand, and more, 
May strengthen my decays. 

Yet, Lord, instruct us to improve our fast 
By starving sin, and taking such repast 

As may oiu* faults controul : 
That every man may revel at his door, 
Not in his parlour ; banqueting the poor, 

And among those, his soul. 

George Herbert, 



IS 
FASTING. 

COLLECT FOR A RIGHT JUDGMENT. 

God, who in past time didst teach the hearts of 
thy faithful people, by sending to them the light 
of thy Holy Spirit; Grant us by the same Spirit 
to have a right judgment in this and all things, and 
evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through 
the merits of Christ Jesu our Saviour, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the same 
Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

" WHAT SAITH THE SCRIPTURE ? " 

Chrisfs example. " When he had fasted forty 
days and forty nights, he was afterward an hun- 
gered." St. Matt. iv. " He did eat nothing." St. 
Luke iv. At other times also he fasted, till "he 
hungered." St. Matt. xxi. 

Christ* s own words. " They come and say unto 
him. Why do the disciples of John and of the 
Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast not ? And 
Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the 
bride-chamber fast, while the bridegroom is with 
them ? as long as they have the bridegroom with 
them, they cannot fast. But the days will come, 
when the bridegroom shall be taken away from 
them, and then shall they fast in those days." St. 
Mark ii. 

" This kind (of devil) can come forth by nothing, 
but by prayer and fasting." St. Mark ix. 

"When thou fastest,' anoint thine hea.d, and 
wash thy face ; that thou appear not unto men to 
fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret : and 
thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee 
openly.'* St. Matt. vi. 
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Apostolic example* " Ab they ministered to the 
Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said. Separate 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I 
have called them. And when they had fasted and 
prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent 
them away." Acts xiii. 

"When they had ordained them elders in every 
church, and had prayed with fasting, they com- 
mended them to the Lord, on whom they believed." 
Acts xiv. 

St Peter continued praying upon the house-top, 
tUl " he became very hungry." Acts x. 

St. Paul, being in danger by sea, " after long 
abstinence stood forth in the midst," to address the 
crew; and for fourteen days, with meat at hand, 
they "continued fasting." Acts xxvii. 

" Jn all things approving ourselves as the minis- 
ters of God, in watchings, in fastings." 2 Cor» 

vi. 

" I have been in fastings often." 2 Cor. xi. 

" I keep under my body and bring it into sub- 
jection : lest that by any means, when I have 
preached toothers, I myself should be a cast-away." 
1 Cor. ix. 

Apostolic precept. St. Paul instructs married 
persons, how they may " give themselves to fasting 
and prayer." 1 Cor. vii. 

THE PRAYER-BOOK. 

Doctrine of the Church. "The second book of 
Homilies doth contain a godly and wholesome 

doctrine, as doth the former. Hom. iv. of good 

works : first of Fasting." Article xxxv. 

Ordinances of the Church. At the end of the 
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Calendar, is a "Table of the Vigils, Fasts, and 
Days of abstinence, to be observed in the year." 

After the Nicene creed, " the Curate shall declare 
unto the people, what Fasting-days are in the 
week following to be observed." 

Persons of riper yeara, going to be baptized, are 
to be " exhorted to prepare themselves with prayers 
and fasting for the receiving of this holy Sacra- 
ment." 

Prayers of the Church, " Give us grace to use 
such abstinence, that, our flesh being subdued to 
the Spirit, we may ever obey thy godly motions in 
righteousness and true holiness.** 

"Be favourable to thy people, who turn to thee 
in weeping, fasting, and praying.*' 

FASTING A CHRISTIAN ORDINANCE. 

That Fasting was not abolished by Christ, as a 
Jewish ordinance, is plain from the Scriptures 
above quoted ; but that we may fully understand 
their bearing, we must consider under what cir- 
cumstances they were written. In those days all 
persons used to fast, except open scorners, both 
good and bad ; and many did it to a superstitious 
excess. We might therefore have expected to find 
fasting nowhere mentioned in the New Testament, 
but by way of warning : whereas it is expressly 
recommended there both by precept and example ; 
and in many more passages, where the word itself 
does not occur, it is no less implied. 

For instance, wherever we are told to " watch 
and pray,*' though the word used is of much wider 
meaning, it does not the less include all that is 
meant by fasting. Our blessed Lord says, " Watch 
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and pray^ lest ye enter into temptation ; " and His 
own practice helps us to understand His words ; 
for, when He was to be " tempted of the Devil," 
He himself '' fasted " as well as prayed. When St 
Peter also says, " Be sober and watch unto prayer," 
he cannot mean only the " continuing in prayer," 
because St Paul tells us in another place, both to 
do that, and to '' watch in the same " likewise. 
And was not fasting a main-stay of their own 
watchfulness ? 

Again, wherever Christians are bid to " mourn," 
this is implied, for no one ever mourned then 
without it ; and our Lord Himself uses both words 
to express the same thing according to St Mat- 
thew : — Now, He says, they cannot " mourn," but 
then shall they " fast" 

Also when St James bids us " be afflicted, and 
mourn, and weep," he does but repeat the warning 
of the prophet Joel, to " turn unto the Lord, with 
fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning : " 
for, as Bp. Patrick observes, (on Repentance, ch. iii.) 
" When the Jews kept their great Fast enjoined by 
the law on the day of expiation, it was called 
'a day of afflicting their^souls,' (Lev. xvi. Is.lviii.) 
which explains the first word in St James, and 
shows it to be the very same with that in Joel, 
' turn unto Him with fasting.* " 

But if we wish to prove that the practice of 
fasting is proper for Christians in these days, what 
do we want more than the express declaration of 
the Lord Himself? There was but one hindrance. 
He said, just for a time; namely, that He was 
still abiding with His disciples: but when He 
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should be no longer amongst them, then " they 
should fast in those days." And are " those days " 
already ended ? Has the Church ceased to mourn 
her Lord's absence ? Nay, but she has fresh cause 
of sorrow in the withdrawal of His Spirit \ for, 
instead of " being one," she is rent by many 
schisms, and not only are the different Churches 
at enmity, but they are severally full of party-strife. 
This then is a time of mourning, and in these days 
the Lord has said that His disciples '* shall fast : " 
and since '' this Scripture must needs be fulfilled," 
let us mind how we leave to the members of other 
Churches, the Christian part of making good our 
Master's word. 

WHEREIN FASTING CONSISTS. 

" Fasting, even by Christ's assent, {Luke v.) is a 
withholding of meat, drink, and all natural food 
from the body, for the determined time of fasting. 
And that it was used in the primitive Church, 
appeareth most evidently by the Chalcedon coun- 
cil, one of the four first general councils. The 630 
fathers assembled there, to reform the great abuses 
crept into the Church at those days, and to restore 
this so good and godly a work to the true use 
thereof, decreed that every person, as well in his 
private as public fast, should continue all day with- 
out meat and drink, till after the evening prayer. 

''We do not however urge that that order, which 
was used among the Jews, and practised by 
Christ's apostles after his ascension, is of such force 
and necessity, that that only ought to be used 
among Christians, and none other; for that were to 
bind God's people unto the yoke and burden of 
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Moses' policy. But to this end it serveth, to show 
how far the order of fasling, now used in the 
Church at this day, differeth from that which waa 
then used." Homily of Fasting, 

The Church of Rome has changed the primitive 
rule for another, by which she makes fasting to 
consist in the scrupulous observance of a certain 
diet, forbidding meat, but allowing fish, wine, &c. 
The Church of England discourages these nice 
distinctions : she would have her members neither 
take nor give trouble in the choice of their food ; 
and she rather explains what true fasting is, by 
stating what it is not ; namely, that no one really 
fasts, who either chuses pleasant food, or eats so 
much of it as to feel no hunger. 

The manner and length of our fasts must needs 
depend much, both on our particular constitution, 
and on the climate in which we live : so, if we 
cannot fast long without hurt, we may abridge our 
food instead ; or, if neither suit us, we may yet 
abstain from such victuals as give us pleasure. By 
this means, thoua:h our health do not allow us to 
fast literally, we may at least, if we have the will, 
enjoy one of its chief benefits in the discipline of 
self-denial. 

FASTING A MKANS OF GRACE. 

" Much hurt hath grown to the Church of God, 
through a false imagination, that fasting standeth 
men in no stead for any spiritual respect, but only 
to take down the frankness of nature, and to tame 
the wildness of flesh. Whereupon the world, 
being bold to surfeit, doth now blush to fast, sup- 
posing that men, when they fast, do rather bewray 
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a disease than exercise a virtue. I much wonder, 
what they who are thus persuaded do think, what 
conceit they have, concerning the fasts of the 
patriarchs, the prophets, the apostles, our Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself." — Hooker B, v. Sec, Iviii. 

" Fasting is not to be commended as a duty, but 
as an instrument ; and in that sense no man can 
reprove it or undervalue it, but he that knows 
neither spiritual arts nor spiritual necessities. But 
by the doctors of the Church it is called the 
nourishment of prayer, the restraint of lust, the 
wings of the soul, the diet of angels, the instru- 
ment of humility and self-denial, the purification 
of the spirit." Bp. Taylors *' Holy Living** 

More than all we have our Lord's own word, that 
some kinds of wickedness may be cast out by 
fasting joined with prayer, which cannot be cast 
out in any other way : and He has also told us of 
this, as of prayer, that, when it is done ^ith true 
purpose of heart, God will reward it. 

PROPER ENDS OF FASTING. 

The Church of Rome has greatly abused this, as 
well as other means of grace, in her doctiine of 
merit ; by which she would make it available, as a 
ground of pardon for past sins. But " whatever is 
not of faith is sin ; " and therefore fasting can in 
no sense be called a good work, except we do it as 
Christians; that is, trusting in Christ and Him 
only, and hoping thereby to serve Him better : in 
which case, if our immediate purposed also be a 
proper one, it is, as the twelfth article of the 
Church expresses it, " pleasing and acceptable to 
God in Christ." 
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" There be three ends, whereunto if oar fast be 
directed, it is then a work profitable to us, and 
accepted of God. 

" The first is, to chastise Uie flesh, that it be not 
too wanton, but tamed and brought in subjectkm 
to the spirit. 

" The second, that the spirit may be more 
earnest and fervent to prayer. 

" The third, that our fast be a witness with us 
before God, of our humble submission to His high 
Majesty, when we confess and acknowledge our 
sins unto Him, and are inwardly touched with 
sorrowfulness of heart, bewailing the same in the 
affliction of our bodies." Homily of Fasting. 

, FOR WHOM IT IS PROFITABLE. 

The several ends of fasting teach us for what 
persons it is profitable; namely, for Uiose who 
need to bring their bodies into subjection, to pray 
earnestly, and to mourn for their sins : and since 
all Christians are here included, they are indeed 
very bold who say that they do well enough without 
it, unless they can show some especial reason why 
they should not do it 

That it is not meant only for a few persons of 
peculiar temperament, is plain from the connexion 
in which our Lord has spoken of it When He 
taught His disciples how to fast, it was at the same 
time and in Uie same words that He taught Uiem 
how to give alms and pray. The instruction was 
general to all; and it made a part of the same 
lesson with that prayer, which all Christians say 
dally to their heavenly Father. 

children and persons of weak and sickly 




23 

bodies have however always been excepted^ as in 
their case it would not serve its proper ends. But 
we must not make a pretext of our health too 
hastily : for it may be that we are ill^ simply 
because we do not fast; and Uie truth is, that, 
whilst we are so apt to make a conscience of 
pampering our bodies for our health's sake, many 
die or suffer the worst of miseries for want of it. 

Bp. Patrick also excuses, after St. Chrysostom, 
"such as out of choice eat always spaiingly; no 
more, as near as they can guess, than will just 
suffice to support their strength." But these are 
very few; and he justly calls their life one of 
perpetual abstinence. 

To these there is yet another class to be added ; 
even of them, who are forced to a never-ending 
fast, who have nothing to abstain from but starva- 
tion. Among the early Christians " there was not 
any that lacked ; " for " great grace was upon them 
all," and the rich gladly brought their money, 
"and distribution was made unto every man 
according as he had need." But, in these days of 
little grace, many have hardly enough to eat, and 
the Apostle could not say now, as he did Uien, 
to all, thaty " having food and raiment, we should 
be therewith content." 

There is however one very numerous class of 
Christians, to whom fasting is more needful than to 
others; namely those, who from their childhood 
have been brought up in luxury. These are all 
their lives long in one great temptation, beset with 
the worst of evils in body and soul : but, though 
the gulf of self indulgence is yawning at their feet. 



HYMN. 

Hark ! heard ye not the ancient seer, 
While thus the wondrous promise ran ? 

" A Virgin shall conceive, and bear 
A Son, Immanuel, God with man ! " 

Hark ! hear ye not the Angel bring 
His answering message from the sky ? 

" Hail, Virgin blest, from whom shall spring 
A Son, the Son of God most High ! " 

O Thou, who didst not scorn below, 
The Son of man, with us to dwell, 

And us Thy Father's glory show, 
The Son of God, Immanuel ; 

Thou, for our sake incarnate made. 
Thy Godhead, lo ! with faith we own. 

Or in a servant's form array'd. 
Or partner of Thy Father's throiie. 

O, Jesus, glory be to Thee, 

Retum'd to Thy celestial rest, 
Thron'd with Thy Father's majesty. 

In union with the Spirit blest. 

Bp, Mant, 
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THE 

Annunciation of fbt Mt»»t'ii ITitgin 

JWara* 

COLLECT FOR THE DAY, MARCH 25. 

We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into 
our hearts; that, as we have known the incarnation 
of thy Son Jesus Christ by the message of an 
angel, so by his cross and passion we may be 
brought unto the glory of his resurrection ; through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

DAILY SERVICE. 

Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ. 

Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 

When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, 
thou didst not abhor the Virgin's womb. Te Deum. 

My soul doth magnify the Lord ; and my spirit 
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath 
regarded the lowliness of his hand-maiden : for 
behold, from henceforth, all generations shall call 
me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magni- 
fied me ; and holy is his name. And his mercy is 
on them that fear him, throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath 
scattered the proud in the imagination of their 
hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their 
seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek. He 
hath filled the hungry with good things, and the 
rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering 
his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel; as he 



promised to our forefathers^ Abraham and his seed, 
for ever. — Song of the blessed Virgin J^ary. 

LITANY. 

From pride and vain-glory ; from false doctrine, 
heresy^ and schism ; and from all the deceits of the 
world, the flesh, and the devil. 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

By the mystery of thy holy Incamatioii, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
LESSONS. Ecclus, ii., iiL John xii. 2 Titn, iii. 

Many are in high place, and of renown : bat 
mysteries are revealed unto the meek. For the 
power of the Lord is great, and he is honoured of 
the lowly. Seek not out the things that are too 
hard for thee, neither search the things that are 
above thy strength. But what is commanded thee, 
think thereupon with reverence ; for it is not need- 
ful for thee to see with thine eyes the things that 
are in secret. — Ecclvs, iii. 

Jesus cried and said. He that believeth on me 
believeth not on me, but on him that sent me. 
And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. 1 
am come a light into the world, that whosoever 
believeth on me should not abide in darkness. 
And if any man hear my words, and believe not, 
I judge him not : for I came not to judge the world 
but to save the world. He that rejecteth me and 
receiveth not my words, hath one that judgetb 
him : the word that I have spoken, the same ^shall 
judge him in the last day. — St. John xii. 

As Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do 
these also resist the truth ; men of corrupt minds^ 
reprobate concerning the faith. — 2 Tim. iii. 



rOR THE EPISTLE. 

The Lord himself shall give you a sign ; Behold 
a Virgin shall conceive^ and bear a son^ and shall 
call his name Immanuel. — Isaiah vii. 

THE GOSPEL. 

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was 
sent from God unto a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, to a Virgin espoused to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David ; and the 
Virgin's name was Mary. And the angel came in 
unto her, and said. Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee ; blessed art thou 
among women. And when she saw him, she was 
troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what 
manner of salutation this should be. And the 
angel said unto her. Fear not, Mary ; for thou hast 
found favour with God. And behold, thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a Son, and 
shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great 
and shall be called the Son of the Highest; and 
the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his 
father David. And he shall reign over the house 
of Jacob for ever ; and of his kingdom there shall 
be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel. How 
shall this be, seeing I know not a man ? And the 
angel answered and said unto her. The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee : therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be bom of thee shall be 
called the Son of God. And behold, thy cousin 
Elizabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old 
age ; and this is the sixth month with her who was 
called barren; for with God nothing shall be 



impossible. And Mary said^ Behold the handmaid 
of the Lord ; be it unto me according to thy word. 
And the angel departed from her. — Si. Luke i. 

ACCOUNT OF THE DAY. 

This is one of those festivals which are of later 
date ; for, though its origin may have been some- 
what earlier, we have no certain account of it 
before the seventh century. The Church has, 
however, in retaining it, looked more to the im- 
portance of its doctrines, than to the antiquity of 
the festival. The Annunciation of the blessed 
Virgin Mary means the declaration made to her by 
the Angel Gabriel, that she should be the mother of 
eur Lord Jesus Christ : and on this day we cele- 
brate His Incarnation ; that is, how He, the 
Eternal God himself, took flesh in her womb, and 
thus conferred upon her a high dignity, such as 
never belonged to any other person of our race. 

THE INCARNATION. 

THE BIBLE. 

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by him, and without him was not anything 
made that was made. And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the 
Father,) full of grace and truth." St. John i. 

See also, St. Mark xiv. St. John iii., vi., x., 
xiii., xvi., xvii., xx. Acts xx. Rom. viii., ix. Eph. 
iii. Phil. ii. Col. i. Heb. i., ii., iv. 1st John 
iv., V. Rev. xxii., &c. 
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THB PRATER-BOOK. 

" It is necessary to everlasting salvation^ that we 
believe rightly the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. For the right Faith is, that we believe and 
confess; that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, is God and Man ; God, of the substance of 
the Father, begotten before the worlds ; and Man, 
of the substance of his Mother, bom in the world ; 
perfect God, and perfect Man, of a reasonable soul 
and human flesh subsisting ; equal to the Father, 
as touching his Godhead, and inferior to the 
Father, as touching his Manhood. Who although 
he be God and Man, yet he is not two, but one 
Christ : one ; not by conversion of the Godhead 
into flesh, but by taking of the Manhood into 
God: one altogether; not by confusion of Sub- 
stance, but by unity of Person: for as the 
reasonable soul and flesh is one man, so God and 
Man is one Christ." — Athanasian Creed. 

" The Son, which is the Word of the Father, 
begotten from everlasting of the Father, the very 
and eternal God, and of one substance with the 
Father, took man's nature in the womb of the 
blessed Virgin, of her substance: so that two 
whole and perfect Natures, that is to say, the 
Godhead and Manhood, were joined together in 
one Person, never to be divided, whereof is one 
Christ, very God and very Man; who truly suf- 
fered, was crucified, dead and buried, to reconcile 
his Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, not only for 
original guilt, but also for actual sins of men." — 
Article ii. 

It will be seen, by comparing the above Creed 
and Article, that our Church has chosen to give a 
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summary of the former^ as the best way of stating 
the doctrine of our Lord s Incarnation. It is also 
Yery plainly laid down in the Xicene Creed, which 
we use every Sunday ; and, although the growth of 
heresy had not required so full a statement in the 
simple Creeds of the primitive Church, we know 
by the early Fathers, that they were understood in 
the same way. Accordingly it may be proved, as 
is said in the eighth Article, "by most certain 
warrant of Holy Scripture." 

NECESSITY OF THE DOCTRINE. 

'' The necessity of our salvation did require such 
a Mediator and Saviour, as under one person 
should be a partaker of both natures ; it was re- 
quisite he should be man, it was also requisite he 
should be God. For as the transgression came 
by man, so it was meet the satisfaction should be 
made by man : and because death, according to 
St. Paul, is the just stipend and reward of sin, 
therefore to appease the wrath of God, and to 
satisfy His justice, it was expedient that our 
Mediator should be such a one, as might take upon 
him the sins of mankind, and sustain the due 
punishment thereof, namely death. 

'' But because no creature, in that he is only 
a creature, hath or may have power to destroy 
death, and give life ; to overcome hell, and pur- 
chase heaven; to remit sins, and give righteous- 
ness; therefore it was needful that our Messias, 
whose proper duty and office that was, should be 
not only full and perfect man, but also full and 
perfect God, to the intent he might more fully and 
perfectly make satisfaction for mankind." — Homily. 

This doctrine is the foundation upon which the 



all-sufficient merit of our Lord's atonement rests ; 
and yet works, which expressly disavow it, have 
sometimes obtained favor with members of the 
Church. Such a writer does indeed set the ne- 
cessity of this doctrine in the strongest light, when 
he first professes to believe in our Lord's Divinity, 
and then shews that his faith is without root, by 
speaking of Him as if He were a mere man : but 
we are slow to find out the error, because we 
are fallen into a spirit of self-worship, and sub- 
stitute religious feeling for sound doctrine. Our 
religion is not the Gospel of feeling, but the 
Gospel of truth; and, though that truth must be 
felt to save us, it must first of all be received. It 
is for this reason, that such books as deny any 
portion of main truth, are the more dangerous for 
being written in a pious tone, and we ought to 
shun them, as we would wells of sweet but 
poisoned water. 

We may easily however hold this doctrine, and 
be none the better for it ; we may profess a sound 
creed, merely because we learnt it of our parents ; 
and so we may boast of our orthodoxy : but " no 
man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghost" "Hereby know we the spirit of 
truth and the spirit of error : every one that loveth 
is bom of God, and knoweth God ; he that loveth 
not knoweth not God ; for God is love." We must 
with our hearts " believe the record that God gave 
of His Son ; and this is the record, that God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in His 
Son." In this way we must "confess that Jesus 
is the Son of God," and then we shall know that 
** God dwelleth in us^ and we in God." 
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THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, 

THE MOTHER OF OUR lORD. 

The gospel of the day relates to us, how G6d 
was to receive a human nature ; — how the Son of 
God was to become the Son of Mary; — how a 
Vii^in was to be made the Mother of Him 
according to the flesh, who was Eternal God. 

"In respect of her this belief was therefore 
necessary, that we might perpetually preserve an 
esteem of her person proportionable to so high a 
dignity. It was her own prediction, ' From hence- 
forth all generations shall call me blessed ; ' but the 
obligation is ours, to call her, to esteem her so. 
We cannot bear too reverend a regard unto the 
'' Mother of our Lord,' so long as we give her not 
that worship which is due unto the Lord himself. 
Let us keep the language of the primitive Church : 
let her be honoured and esteemed, let Him be 
worshipped and adored." — Bp. Pearsmi on the Creed. 

" He that is mighty hath magnified her: " and if 
she were blessed from the first, when it pleased 
God to chuse her as the Mother of His Son, much 
more must we now think her so, when He has died 
for her, and she is dwelling with her Son and 
Saviour. Moreover at His death our Lord did not 
leave His Mother, as he might have done, to the 
care of his natural brethren, the children of Mary 
and Cleophas, but to another kind of brother. His 
beloved disciple St. John, saying to him, " Behold 
thy mother." Thus He has himself confirmed the 
word which she had spoken, and commended her 
to the reverence of all whom He vouchsafes to call 
His brethren. 
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The nature of the honour due to her has how- 
ever been strangely misunderstood : for the ttiost 
extravagant stories are told with regard both to 
herself and to the things belonging to her; whilst 
Christians have been taught to look on her as their 
protectress in bodily dangers, and even as a kind 
of mediatress between their Redeemer and them- 
selves. She is also made the chief object of image- 
worship, and there are many particular images of 
her esteemed above the rest, to which people flock 
from all parts for the fame of their miracles ; and, 
at the time of the yearly pilgrimages, such su^ 
perstitious things are done, as are hardly to be 
believed by those who have not been in the way 
of witnessing them. 

".From.suph groundless conceits and dangerous 
practices we should beware; which, as they de- 
rogate from God's honour and prejudice His 
service, so they do rather injure, abuse, and dis- 
credit, the blessed Virgin, than do any right or 
honor to her;, whose greater honor indeed it was 
to be a meek and humble servant, than to be the 
mother of our Saviour and Lord." — Dr. Barrow on 
the Creed. 

The blessednesjs of the Virgin Mary deeply 
concerns us all as Christians, for whereas she was 
blessed in two different ways,- we may ourselves 
share with her the chief of her two blessings: 
neither can we better celel^rate her festival, than in 
praying for it ; for in this manner we are quite 
sure of doing her a true and grateful honor, while 
we run no risk of paying her that honor which 
belongs to God. 
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A PRATER. 

O God, who hast shown forth the power of Thy 
grace in the Mother of our Lord, and made her 
most blessed in obedience and love, grant me, of 
Thy great mercy, to be a partaker of her blessed- 
ness. Thou has given Thine own Son to be bom 
of her for our sake ; O give me also a living faith 
in Him. Make me meek and poor in spirit; 
teach me how to mourn ; may I be merciful, and 
pure in heart, and live as a peacemaker among my 
brethren : may I hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness, and be ready to suffer all things for it ; and 
do Thou enable me to endure temptation, that I 
may both hear Thy word gladly, and keep it unto 
the end. Grant this, O Lord, for Jesus Christ's 
sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 



HYMN. 

Virgin-bom ! we bow before Thee ! 
Blessed was the womb that bore Thee ! 
Mary, Mother meek and mild, 
Blessed«was she in her Child ! 

Blessed was the breast that fed Thee ! 
Blessed was the hand that led Thee ! 
Blessed was the parent's eye, 
That watch'd Thy slumbering infancy ! 

Blessed she by all creation, 

Who brought forth the world's Salvation ! 

And blessed they, for ever blest. 

Who love Thee most and serve Thee best ! 

Bp. Heber. 
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" Now is my soul tronbled ; and what shall I say ? Father, save me 
from this hour : but for this cause came I unto this hour. Father, 
gloriiy thy name.** 

" And glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory whUdi I 
had with, thee before the world was.'* 

" We suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together." 
St. J0hn zii. xrii. Rem, yiii. 
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THE AGONY. 

Philosophers have measured mountains, 
Fathomed the depths of seas, of states, and kings, 
Walked with a staff to heaven, and traced fountains ; 

But there are two vast, spacious things, 
The which to measiure it doth more hehove : 
Yet few there are that sound them ; Sin and Love. 

Who would know Sin, let him repair 
Unto Mount Olivet ; there shall he see 
A Man, so wrung with pains, that all His hair, 

His skin. His garments hloody he. 
Sin is that press and vice, which forceth pain 
To hunt his cruel food through every vein. 

Who knows not Love, let him assay. 
And ta^e that juice, which on the cross a pike 
Did set ahroach : — then let him say 

K ever he did taste the like. 
Love is that liquor sweet and most divine. 
Which my God feels as hlood ; hut I, as wine. 

George Herbert. 



THE COLLECT. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy 
tender love towards mankind, hast sent thy Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take upon him our 
flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, that all 
mankind should follow the example of his great 
humility; Mercifully grant, that we may both 
follow the example of his patience, and also be 
made partakers of his resurrection ; through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

LITANY. 

By thine Agony and bloody Sweat ; by thy Cross 
and Passion ; by thy precious Death and Burial, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
In all time of our tribulation ; in the hour- of 
death, and in the day of judgment. 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

THE EPISTLE TOR THE SUNDAY. 

Let this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God ; but 
made himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men : and being found in fashion as a 
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross. Where- 
fore God also hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a Name which is above every name ; that at 
the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
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under the earth; and that every tongae should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord^ to the glory of 
God the Father. — Phil. ii. 

THE WEEK. 

HOW IT WAS OBSERTED ANCIENTLT. 

''We call this 'the great week/ not because it 
has longer days or more in number than all otiher 
weeks, but because great things were then wrought 
for us by the Lord. For in this great week the 
old tjrranny of the devil was dissolved, death was 
extinguished, the strong man was bound, his goods 
were spoiled, sin was destroyed, the curse was put 
away, paradise was opened, heaven became acces- 
sible: men and angels were united, the middle 
wall of partition was broken down, the barrier was 
taken away, and the God of peace hath made 
peace between things in heaven and things on 
earth. Therefore it is called ' the great week:' and 
as this is the head of the other weeks, so the great 
Sabbath is the head of this week; and as the 
head to the body, is the Sabbath to this week. 

" Many therefore now increase their diligence, 
and, while some add to their fastings or to their 
holy watchings, others give more bountiful alms> 
testifying the greatness of God's goodness by their 
zeal in good wodcs and by the exact piety of their 
living. For as, when the Lord had raised Lazarus, 
all in Jerusalem went to meet Him, and bore wit- 
ness by their multitude that He had raised the 
dead, so now the zeal concerning this great week 
shows the greatness of the things wrought in it. 
And not the people of one city only, but all the 
Churches throughout the world now come forth 



to meet Jesus, not with palm-branches, but with 
ahns, and mercy, and virtue, with fastings, tears, 
prayers, watchings, and all pious works, as of- 
ferings to their Master Christ. 

" And not we only, but the rulers of the world 
have purposely honored this week, and made it a 
time of leisure for public officers, that they might 
rest from their duties and spend all these days in 
spiritual service. And therefore they shut the 
doors of the courts: Let there be a truce, say 
they, to all lawsuits, contentions and punishments ; 
let the executioner's hands rest awhile; common 
blessings are wrought for us of the Lord, let there 
be some good done too by us His servants. And 
another honor have they shown to this week no 
less important: imperial orders are sent for pri- 
soners to be loosed from their fetters; for as our 
Lord descended into Hell and set free those that 
were held by death, so also His servants, as they 
are able, imitate their Master's goodness, and loose 
men from their bodily chains, having no power over 
what are spiritual." St Ckrysostom Horn. Ps, cxlv. 

HOW THIS CHURCH OBSERVES IT. 

The Church has provided full services with 
Epistles and Gospels for every day in this week, 
proper lessons for ^ve of the days, proper psalms 
for Friday, and special collects fo«r the last two 
days ; so that, where h,er prayer-book is followed, 
it is kept much in the spirit of ancient times. 
The intention of the Church is, that her members 
should spend the whole of this week, so far as they 
are able, in prayer and fasting, in meditation on 
the sufferings of Christ, and in works of clu^ity^ 
to suffering Christians. 



THE SUFFERINGS OF CHMST. 

OF HIS WHOLE LIFE. 

A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief. 
The Church has set before us^ on her last 
festival^ that holy mystery, that " our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, is God and Man :" and 
surely " the Spirit of Truth " did therein guide 
her; for it is only with the thoughts of that- day 
fresh upon our hearts, that we can be suitable 
witnesses of His sufferings. 

There is much meaning in those few words, that 
God became man for our sake. He, ^by whom 
all things were made," was himself '' made in the 
likeness of men :" — He, who was '* King of kings 
and Lord of lords," " took on him the form of a 
servant:" — He, who was "Light of Light," the 
yery " brightness of the Father's glory," came down 
to " shine in darkness :" — '' of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity," "full of grace and truth," He 
dwelt in the midst of lies and wickedness ; — 
"Almighty," He had to endure daily "the con- 
tradiction of sinners ;" — " He came unto His own 
and His own received him not," but "despised 
and rejected " Him ; and here in the same world 
that He had created, where even " the foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the air have nests. He had 
not where to lay His head." And all this while, 
though wholly " without sin," He was " in all points 
tempted like as we are," and felt our infirmities. 
These thoughts will not indeed enable us to weigh 
our Saviour's sufferings, but they are enough to 
teach us, that the world never saw such another 
"man of sorrows." 



OF THE LAST WEEK. 

My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death. 

" And He fell on His face, and prayed, sayings 
O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
ftowL me : nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou 
wilt. — ^And being in an agony He prayed more 
earnestly: and His sweat was as it were great drops 
of blood falling down to the ground." 

Judas betrayed Him with a kiss : '^ all the dis^ 
ciples forsook Him :" the high priest chai^d Him 
with blasphemy : the Jews '' did spit in His face 
and buffeted Him :" Peter thrice denied Him : a 
robber was preferred to Him : they crowned Him 
with thorns, mocked Him, and crucified Him. 
And about the ninth hour He cried, saying, " My 
God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me ;" and 
soon after " He bowed His head, and gave up the 
Ghost." 

''Surely He hath borne our griefs and carried 
our sorrows/' 

Our blessed Lord has called the whole time of 
His ministry by the name of His temptations, but 
it was during the last week of it, that He had to 
drink that cup of woe "which the Father had 
given Him." It is a vain thing to attempt in our 
own words any description of our Lord's sufferings, 
of which we have no less than four inspired ac- 
^counts in Scripture ; but we may each of us write 
for ourselves the best history of them, by compiling 
one out of the four Gospels, omitting nothing that 
is mentioned in any one of them, and taking each 
Gospel in its turn, where it is fullest. In such an 
exercise we might perhaps be led to lay more to 
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heart than hitherto, what our Lord has done for 
us, and it cannot be too much recommended for 
young persons: yet even here is some room for 
self-deception ; for we are apt in reading these 
parts of Scripture, to think much of our own 
feelings ; we cry out on Judas, for betraying Christ 
— on the disciples, for forsaking Him — on Peter, 
for denying Him — on the Jews, for mocking and 
crucifying Him ; and we flatter ourselves that we 
would never have done one of these things, whilst 
perhaps without knowing it we have betrayed, for- 
saken, denied, and crucified Him. 

There is no time of the year when it is more 
common to forsake Christ than now; for, if we 
spend the week which He spent in dying for us 
just in the same way as other weeks, what is that 
but forsaking Him ? He had laid out His whole 
life for us ; but this was the time of " His agony 
and bloody sweat. His cross and passion :" then we 
too should lay out our whole lives for Him; but 
each year, as this week comes round, we ought to 
give it ii) a more special manner to His service. 
It may be that we live where the church is daily 
open, in which case we ought to be desirous of 
attending it ; but, if we are unable to do so, we 
shall still do well to follow the directions of our 
prayer-book, in meditating privately on our Lord s 
passion. We shall thus be carried through all 
those parts of Scripture which refer to it, and, 
while reading of " God's tender love towards us " 
in sending His own Son to die and suffer for us> 
we shall also pray daily, that we may have grace t^ 
" f(^ow the example of His patience." 



THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRISTIANS. 

PARTAKERS OF CHRIST*S SUFFERINGS. 

Our blessed Lord has suffered for us with a two- 
fold purpose ; firsts as a sacrifice for our sins, " that 
He might bring us to God;" and then> as a 
pattern of suffering, ''that we should follow His 
steps." And, as it has pleased God to join these 
two things together, we are not free to separate 
them : for neither may we trust in Christ as having 
suffered for us, unless we too are willing to suffer 
with Him ; nor is it possibly for us to follow Him 
as our example, except we are truly resting on 
Him as our sacrifice. The first Christians knew 
this very well : they had been led from the begin- 
ning to expect tribulation in this world, and when 
" the fiery trial " came, they took it as a part of 
the promise. Nor were they merely resigned to it, 
for they were taught to look on chastisement as a 
token of their sonship, and so they learned to 
'' rejoice, inasmuch as they were partakers of 
Christ's sufferings." 

The usual way of meeting trouble is very differ- 
ent ; for, instead of facing it, we are apt to take 
fright and run away, nor do we much mind which 
way we run, if it do but carry us from it : so, if 
we happen to be near some by-path of business, 
or amusement, or domestic enjoyment, we perhaps 
take it ; or else we rush along the broad road of 
sin. However at the best we are but on foot, and 
our troubles have wings with which to follow us ; 
we see them behind us, — we quicken our pace, — 
vwe are hard pressed, — ^we try to turn some other 
way; but, whichever way we go, at last we are 
overtaken, and then we break down at once. But 
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how was it, that we first took fright, when trouble 
met us ? We were not walking on the Christian 
path. Perhaps for a time we had thought that 
there was no happiness like that of being a good 
Christian; but we grew slack in watching and 
praying, and then we began to think differently, 
till we fairly shaped our course to enjoy this life. 

There is no true remedy for suffering, but 
Christian faith ; and that we cannot hope to keep, 
except we are Hving now for the next life. We 
must watch and pray, and strive in all things to 
do the will of God : we must make it our watch- 
word as the first Christians did, " If we suffer, we 
shall also reign with Him ; " and then, like them, 
" as we are partakers of the sufferings, so shall we 
be also of the consolation." Our chief fear will 
be of sinning, and we shall be very careful about 
what we sow, because that we shall have to reap ; 
but we shall mind Kttle whether we " sow in 
tears," as hoping that we shall " reap in joy." 
We shall remember thankfully, that " God chasten- 
eth us for our profit, that we might be partakers 
of His holiness," and so " suffering according to 
the will of God," we shall be enabled to " commit 
the keeping of our souls to Him in well doing, as 
unto a faithful Creator." 

FELLOW-SUFFERERS ONE WITH ANOTHER. 

There is likewise a feUowship of suffering which 
Christians have with one another, so that they 
account the distresses of others as their own, and 
are led to do all in their power to relieve them. 
And as this should be our habitual temper, surely 
it is never more suitable than at this season when 
Jesus Christ died for us; for, though e^hteen 
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hundred years have since passed^ this way is still 
open in which we may minister to His suffering^. 

We may indeed do many kind things to other 
Christians^ only to please ourselves, in which case 
the pleasure will be our only reward : but it is not 
so, when we do it " because they belong to Christ ;** 
for He has told us what gracious words He will 
speak to such at the^last day, " Come, ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world ; for I was 
an hungred, and ye gave me meat ; I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me drink ; I was a stranger, and ye 
took me in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was 
sick, and ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye 
came unto me." Then shall they answer, " Lord, 
when saw we Thee an hungred, and fed Thee ? or 
thirsty, and gave Thee drink ? When saw we 
Thee a stranger, and took Thee in ? or naked, and 
clothed Thee ? or when saw we Thee sick, or in 
prison, and came unto Thee ? " And then will the 
Lord say to them, "Verily I say unto you, inas- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me." 

Are we then weary of our prayers and fastings ? 
Here is refreshment for our spirits. The hungry 
are with us, let us feed them : we have strangers 
with us, let us receive them : there are the naked, 
let us clothe them : there are the sick and the 
prisoners, let us visit them. If we can only do all 
this for Christ's sake, we shall be doing it to 
Himself, and, while with St. John we "love the 
brethren," we shall Hke him be standing by the 
cross. But this is not all; for our blessed Lord 
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knows how we spend the week^ and, though it was 
of His grace alone that we had any heart to love 
Him, He will yet count the lore as ours, and so 
reward it at the last day. 

A PBAYER TO SUFFER AS A CHRISTIAN. 

Keitlewell. 
O hlessed Jesus, who in Thy wise providence 
thinkest it fit sometiines to call Thy faithful ser- 
vants to hear their cross, and to suffer for Thy 
sake, who didst suffer a most ignominioos death 
for them, hring me not to suffer till Thou hast 
fitted and prepared me for it; and lay no more 
upon me than Thou wilt enahle me willingly and 
thankfully to endure. Let me not rashly expose 
myself to danger without Thy call, nor suffer for 
my own fancy or folly, or for any wilful or affected 
error. Give me grace to live according to the roles 
of my most holy faith, that I may have courage 
and comfort in suffering for it Preserve me stead- 
fast in the belief of Thy heavenly truths, and 
undaunted in the profession of them. Give me 
patience to bear my cross, and meekness to bear 
with my persecutors; charity to forgive their 
wrongs, and to pray to Thee for their forgiveness. 
Enable me to trust in Thy goodness for support 
and deliverance, and to fix my faith upon those 
heavenly joys, with which the sufferings of this 
life are not worthy to be compared ; that being 
made partaker of Thy sufferings, I may be glad 
with exceeding joy when Thy glory shall be re- 
vealed. To whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. 
Amen. 
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« Christ died for us :'* 

*• He died for all," 
** For all have sinned ;** 
" And he is the propitiation for onr sins ; and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world.'* 

" Therefore present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonaUe service."— Ami. v. xil. 2 Cor. v. 
1 John U. 
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HYMN. 

Cleft are the rocks, the earth doth quake, 
The slumberers of the grave awake ; 
The templets veil is rent in twain ; 
For Christ our sacrifice is slain, 
And bears of sin and death the pain. 

Lo, nature*s face of beaming light 
She veils in darkness at the sight 
Of Him, her God, the Crucified I 
*Tis man alone that dares deride 
The Saviour who for him hath died. 

The Mighty One, the Son of God, 
Hath humbly kiss*d afi9iction*s rod. 
That by His stripes we might be heal*d. 
Our pardon by His blood be seal*d. 
And boundless mercy stand reveal'd. 

Oh let us cast each vice away. 
Which thus the Son of God could slay ! 
With contrite heart and weeping eye 
Behold the Saviour*s cross on high. 
And every sin and folly fly I 

So may we join the song of love 
Which Saints and Angels sing above ; 
All honor, glory, praise to Thee, 
Which wert, and art, and art to be. 
The Lamb slain from eternity ! 

Anonymous. 



iSioott d^tiHau^ 

Psalms xxii. xl. liv. Ixix. Ixxxviii. 

My God, my God, look upon me; why hast 
thou forsaken me P 

All they that see me laugh me to scorn; they 
shoot out their lips, and shake their heads, saying. 

He trusted in God, that he would deliver him ; 
let him deliver him, if he will have him. 

They pierced my hands and my feet ; I may tell 
all my bones; they stand staring and looking 
upon me. 

They part my garments among them, and cast 
lots upon my vesture. 

They gave me g^l to eat, and when I was thirsty, 
they gave me vinegar to drink. 

Thy rebuke hath broken my heart, I am full of 
lieaviness ; I looked for some to have pity on me, 
but there was no man, neither found I any to 
comfort me. 

Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, in a place 
of darkness, and in the deep. 

LESSONS. 
Gen. xxii. to y. 20. Isaiah liii. John xriii. 1 Pei. ii. 

Who hath believed our report ? and to whom is 
the arm of the Lord revealed P For he shall grow up 
before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a 
dry ground : he hath no form nor comeliness; and 
when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we 
should desire him. He is despised and rejected of 



men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; 
he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

Surely he hath home our griefs and carried our 
sbrrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was hruised for our iniquities: 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed. All we, like sheep, 
have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was 
afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not 
his mouth. He was taken from prison, and from 
judgment: and who shall declare his generation ? 
for he was cut off out of the land of the living: 
for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 
And he made his grave with the wicked, and with 
the rich in his death; because he had done no 
violence; neither was any deceit in his mouth. 

Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath 
put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an 
offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall 
prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord 
shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the 
travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his 
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many, 
for he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore will I 
divide him a portion with the great, and he shall 
divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath 
poured out his soul unto death: and he was 



numbered with the transgressors: and he bare the 
sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transg^ressors. Isaiah liii. 

IITANY. 

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world ; have 
mercy upon us miserable sinners. 

Remember not, Lord, our offences, nor the of- 
fences of our forefathers ; neither take thou ven- 
geance of our sins : spare us, good Lord, spare thy 
people, whom thou hast redeemed with thy most 
precious blood, and be not angry with us for ever. 

Spare us, good Lord. 
From all evil and mischief; from sin ; from the 
crafts and assaults of the devil ; from thy wrath, 
and from everlasting damnation. 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
By thy Cross and Passion; by thy precious Death 
and Burial, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
We sinners do beseech thee to hear us, O Lord 
God; and that it may please thee to forgive our 
enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to turn 
their hearts ; 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
That it may please thee to give us true repent- 
ance ; to forgive us all our sins, negligences, and 
ignorances ; and to endue us with the grace of thy 
Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to thy 
holy Word ; 

Son of God, we beseech thee to hear us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of 
the world ; 

Have mercy upon us : 



And forgive us our trespasses, as we foigive 
them that trespass against us ; 

O Son of David, have mercy upon us. 
Both now and ever vouchsafe to hear us, O 
Christ; 

Graciously hear us, O Lord Christ 
O Lord, let thy mercy he shewed upon us ; 
As we do put our trust in thee. 

COLLECTS. 

Almighty God, we beseech thee graciously to 
behold this thy family, for which our Lord Jesus 
Christ was contented to be betrayed, and given up 
into the hands of wicked men, and to suffer death 
upon the cross, who now liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one G<xl, world 
without end. Amen. 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit 
the whole body of the Church is governed and 
sanctified; receive our supplications and prayers, 
which we offer before thee for all estates of men 
in thy holy Church, that every member of the 
same, in his vocation and ministry, ifiay truly and 
godly serve thee; through our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

O merciful God, who hast made all men, and 
hatest nothing that thou hast made, nor wouldest 
the death of a sinner, but rather that he should be 
converted and live ; have mercy upon all Jews, 
Turks, Infidels, and Hereticks, and take from them 
all ignorance, hardness of heart, and contempt of 
thy Word ; and so fetch them home, blessed Lord, 
to thy flock, that they may be saved among the 
remnant of the true Israelites, and be made one 



fold under one shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 
Epistle. Heh. x. 1. Gospel. SU John xix. 1. 

THE FAST. 

" This day holy Church keeps a most strict fast ; 
it is called ' Good Friday.* For a good day it was 
for us, even the cause of all our good, and ground 
of all our joy; and so in respect of the effect of it, 
Christ's Passion may he a gospel for a feast; and 
so it is upon Palm Sunday. But if we consider 
that our sins were the cause of His sufferings, and 
that it was we that crowned His head with thorns, 
nailed His hands and feet, and gored His side 
with a spear; so His Passion considered in the 
cause of it, is matter of the greatest sorrow, and in 
this respect we keep it a fast. 

"The Gospel is taken out of St. John xix. 1, 
rather than out of any other Evangelist ; because 
he was present at the Passion, and stood by the 
cross when others fled; and therefore the Passion 
being represented as it were before our eyes this 
day, his testimony is read who saw it himself; and 
from whose example we may learn not to be 
ashamed nor afraid of the cross of Christ 

'^This day holy Church prays expressly for all 
Jews, Turks, and Infidels, enemies of the cross of 
Christ; for this day Christ both prayed and died 
for His enemies; and as He expressed the height 
of His love this day, by dying for them, so does 
the Church her height of charity in praying for 
them." — Bp. Sparrow,, 
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THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST, 

A FULL ATONEMENT FOR SIN. 

The first man was created good, that he might 
inherit eternal life; but when he fell, his nature 
was changed, and all his offspring became corrupt, 
so that '' there is not a just man upon earth, that 
doeth good, and sinneth not;** and therefore, as 
the Church says in her ninth article, '*in every 
person bom into this world, sin desenreth Grod's 
wrath and damnation." But it did not please God 
to leave us without hope ; and as by reason of our 
sin we could not satisfy His justice. He sent His 
only-begotten Son to take our nature upon Him, 
that He might become our ransom. " In Him is 
no sin,*' and we are redeemed *' with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot." And as all mankind are sinners. 
He did not die for a few only, but He *' tasted 
death for all men," and therefore not for those only 
who believe in Him, but for them too who have 
never heard of Him ; and upoi; whomsoever God 
will have mercy, it will be for Christ's sake; 
'' neither is there salvation in any other, for there 
is none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved." 

THE CORNER STONE OF OUR FAITH. 

The doctrine of Jesus Christ crucified for us 
sinners is the only foundation of that religion which 
we profess as Chnstians ; for He has been laid in 
Zion " a chief comer-stone, elect, precious." It is 
indeed often taught in an exclusive way; due 
weight is not given to other doctrines; *'the word 
of trath" is not ''rightly divided;" and just in 



proportion to its own importance is the deadliness 
of those errors, which such teachers build upon it : 
but still here is the ** sure foundation/' and " other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ" The meaning of this is, that 
grace and peace do not come partiy by Him and 
partiy by some other means, but by Him — and 
Him only ; and " if any man preach any other 
gospel," the Apostie Paul says, "Let him be ac- 
cursed," and again, "Let him be accursed." 

Some think it easy to hold fast by this founda- 
tion ; but for this reason it is very hard, that the 
Devil is hourly tempting us to trust in something 
else. Not to mention our own works, it may be in 
the Church or in some of her ordinances ; and in 
this case, by looking at them instead of through 
them, we lose sight of their true value, and cannot 
love them as they do, who use them as they were 
given. But he has a yet more subtie device, by 
which he plants us on our own feelings : for men 
have made it a fixed doctrine, to rely on some past 
experience; forgetting what Scripture says, that 
we may not only have felt what it is to know Christ, 
but even have "escaped the pollutions of the 
world" by this means, and yet be "again en- 
tangled therein and overcome ;" after which " the 
latter end is worse with us than the beginning." 

We need therefore to watch and pray con- 
tinually, that we may put our trust, neither in 
works, nor feelings, nor observances, nor in any 
thing else, whether within us or without us, either 
in whole or in part ; but in Christ only, who hath 
died for us, and by whom alone even our best 
services are made acceptable to God. 
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THE ONLT ATONING SACRIFICE. 

"We are sanctified through the offering of the. 
body of Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest 
standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes 
the same sacrifices, which can never take away 
sins: but this man, after he had offered one 
sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down on the right 
hand of God ; from henceforth expecting till his 
enemies be made his footstool. For by one offering 
he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 
Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us : 
for after that he had said before. This is the 
covenant that I will make with them after those 
days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their 
hearts, and in their minds will I write them ; and 
their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. 
Now where remission of these is, there is no more 
offering for sin." Heb, x. 

" The offering of Christ once made is that perfect 
redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction, for all 
the sins of the whole world, both original and 
actual ; and there is none other satisfaction for sin 
but that alone. Wherefore the sacrifices of Masses, 
in the which it was commonly said, that the Priest 
did offer Christ for the quick and the dead, to have 
remission of pain or guilt, were blasphemous fables, 
and dangerous deceits.** Article xxxi. 

The holy Eucharist is however in some other 
senses a Sacrifice : first, as its* name implies, it is 
a Sacrifice of tlmnksgiving ; and this we shew by 
our praises and our alms^ and by the offering of 
our whole selves in soul and body to God*s service. 
But it is yet something more : our blessed Lord 
has enjoined us in tliis way to commemorate His 



11 

death ; and^ that there might be no mistake. He 
has declared that the bread is His Body — the wine 
His Blood. St. Paul has also told us, that in this 
rite we do "shew the Lord's death," in other words, 
represent His Sacrifice, or " set forth evidently 
before our eyes Jesus Christ crucified among us." 
Accordingly it was called in the primitive Church 
a commemorative Sacrifice; that is, not a real 
Sacrifice, but the memorial of one ; and in that sense 
it is still a Sacrifice, and the Lord's Table is still, 
as pur Bible says, (Heb. xiii, 10.) the Christians 
''Altar." If any one call this popery^ he is 
charging popery on the Word of God : we do right 
in using these terms, and they rather are to blame, 
who have Slay scruple about them; for, wherever 
the representative nature of this Sacrament is 
forgotten, this is the sure progress; it is first 
undervalued, £^d then laid aside: so in the 
Scotch Establishment we know that it is already 
become an annual ceremony, and our own neglect 
in making it monthly is to be traced to the same 
source. Now it is very necessary to partake oflen 
of this holy Sacrament, for therein by an act, and 
not in words only, do we plead with the Father the 
Sacrifice of His Son: in itself indeed it is no 
atonement, but by means of it we share the merit 
of Christ's atonement ; and, if we .will not often 
" do this in remembrance of Him," we cannot have 
any scriptural assurance, that He will remember us. 
See passages from Brevint, Hammond, and 
Bishops Jewel, Hall, Taylor, Patrick, Beveridge, 
Wilson, and Potter; in " Eucharistica, " by the 
Rev. S. Wilberforce. 
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THE SACRIFICE OF CHRISTIANS. 

AN HOLY PRIESTHOOD, 

To offer up ipiritual sacrifices. 

''Christ hath given himself for us an offering 
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour." 

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service. And be not conformed to this 
world : but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect, will of God." 

X A PRAYER. 

O blessed Saviour, who didst both die for our 
sins, and also institute holy Mysteries, in which 
(as in a figure) we might see Thee crucified before 
us, forgive us that we have so sadly slighted Thy 
love in times past; and put Thou a better heart 
within us, that we may turn to Thee with a true 
repentance, and celebrate Thy Sacrifice as often 
and in such a way as Thou wouldest O give us a 
living faith, and grant us grace, so verily and indeed 
to take and receive Thy Body broken, and Thy 
Blood shed for us, that our sinful bodies may be 
made clean by Thy Body, and our souls washed 
through Thy most precious Blood. And do Thou 
enable us, O Lord, to give up ourselves to Thee a 
living sacrifice in body and in soul, that in all our 
thoughts, words, and works, we may henceforth 
seek only Thy glory, who with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit livest and reignest, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
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" Christ was buried." 

** We are buried with Him by baptism into death/' 

" Dead indeed unto sin." 

** How shall we that are dead to sin, live any longer therein ? ** 

'* Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not." 

1 Cor, XV. Bom. vi. 1 John iiL 
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ANCIENT HYMN. 

'* Lagete, pacis AngelL" 

Angels of peace, look down from heaY*n and mourn, 
Lo, your own God low to the earth is bent, 

Wearing guilt*s image, of His glories shorn. 
Of wicked men He bears the punishment. 

O miracle stupendous of vast love ! 

O deadness of man*s heart that still remains ! 
To die for you your God comes from above ; 

Ye will not walk with Him and share His pains. 

It is Thy Cross alone, alone Thy Cross, 
From everlasting flames our souls sets free ; 

Chasten us with fire, sword, or worldly loss. 
But spare us for a long eternity. 

The flesh shrinks back, but 'tis His Father's will, 
He bows His head and drinks the bitter cup, — 

In this Thy strength may we Thy law fulfil. 
Take from Thy hand the chalice, and look up. 

Heal'd by the stripes which Thy pure body stain, 

Wash'd by the blood which floweth from Thy side. 
Leave us not, lest we sin, and fall again, 

And thus another Cross for Thee provide. 

* 

Glory to Him, who gave His Son to die ; 

Glory to Him, who for the guilty dies ; 
Glory to Him, who came down from on high 

To sanctify the holy sacrifice. 

Translated by the Author of " The Cathedral'' 



COLLECT. 

Grant, O Lord, that as we are baptized into the 
death of thy blessed Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
do by continual mortifying our corrupt affections 
we may be buried with him ; and that through the 
grave, and gate of death, we may pass to our 
joyful resurrection; for his merits who died and 
was buried, and rose again for us, thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

EPISTLE. 

It is better, if the will of God be so, that ye 
suffer for well-doing, than for evil-doing. For 
Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for 
the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the 
Spirit By whi<ih also he went and preached imto 
the spirits in prison ; which sometime were dis- 
obedient, when once the long-suffering of God 
waited in the da3rs of Nbah, while the ark was a 
preparing ; wherein few, that is, eight souLs, were 
saved by water. The like figure whereunto, even 
baptism, doth also now save us, (not the putting 
away the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a 
good conscience towards God,) by the resurrection 
of Jesus Chrust : who is gone into heaven, and is 
OA the right hand of God, angels and authorities 
and powiers being made subject unto him. 1 Pet iii. 

Gosl^L. Si. Matt, xxvii. 67. 
Lfidsoirg. Zee. ix. Ex. xiii. Lu. xxiii. 50. Heb. iv. 



THE FAST. 

HOW IT WAS OBSERVED ANCIENTLY. 

This day was called the " Great Sabbath," or 
chief of all Saturdays, and it was kept everywhere 
from the beginning with good Friday, as the most 
solemn fast in the whole year. It was usual also 
to watch at least till midnight, and in the east till 
about day-break, when the Lord was supposed to 
have risen; and as the penitents were reconciled 
to the Church on the day before, so the night of 
this day was a famous time for the baptizing of 
converts, that they might receive their first com- 
munion on Easter-day. 

HOW THIS CHURCH OBSERVES IT. 

The Church has appointed a special service for 
this day, in which she celebrates both the burial 
of Christ and our own burial with Him in Bap- 
tism : so that, though there is no longer the same 
need of a general Baptism, we are all reminded as 
much as ever of that death unto sin, to which we 
were then called. However the service is little 
used, and it is to be feared that most of us pass 
the day, without once giving a thought to the obli- 
gations of our Baptism. Friday is indeed the only 
day of the week that is commonly observed ; and 
this way of spending it falls in but too well with 
the natural temper of our minds; for there are 
few of us who would not be willing to benefit by 
our Lord's death, if only we might be spared the 
pain of sufifering, and the self-denial of being 
buried with Him. Perhaps, if we kept this and 
the other days as well as the Friday, we should 
learn to set a still hie:her value even on that day^ 



THE BURIAL OF CHRIST. 
He was buried. He descended into Hell, 
If the Roman law bad been allowed to take its 
course^ the body of our Lord would not have 
been buried at all ; but the scruples of the same 
Jews^ who had crucified Him, were made to bring 
about the fulfilment of the 4)rophecy. This article 
of o^ Lord's burial stood for some time in the 
Creed alone ; but it all along included the belief 
that, while His body was in the grave. His soul 
went down to Hell : as St. Peter told the Jews out 
of the Psalms, that *' His soul was not left in Hell." 
The Greek word means the place of departed 
spirits; and what our Lord said Himself to the 
penitent thief, should prove to us that He visited 
the souls of the faithful : but it has been generally 
believed too that He went to the place of bad 
departed spirits ; and this is held by Bp. Pearson, 
though he will not allow that the Epistle of the 
day refers to it. The subject is however shewn 
to be a difficult one, by the variety of opinions 
held concerning it, both in the early Church and 
in our own ; and this should teach us, both to be 
forbearing towards those who differ from us, and 
to receive the doctrine simply, without seeking to 
found other views upon it. Let us then use that 
prayer, which Dr. Hammond has so well put into 
the mouth of his enquirer, "The Lord grant me 
the spirit of meekness and charity in all things :" 
for this is indeed one of those mysteries, about 
which we may make ourselves with a little trouble 
very learned, and yet be nothing better than 
"sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal.** 
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THE BURIAL OF CHRISTIANS 

WITH CHRIST IN BAPTISM. 

Baptism a death unto sin. — " Know ye not, that 
so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were baptized into His death ? Therefore we are 
buried with Him by Baptism into death : and our 
old man is crucified with Him, that the body of 
sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should 
not serve sin. For in that Christ died. He died 
unto sin once: likewise reckon ye also yourselves 
to be dead indeed unto sin: let it not reign in youi* 
mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts 
thereof: neither yield ye your members as instru- 
ments of unrighteousness unto sin. Know ye not 
that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom ye obey ; whether of sin 
unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness ?" 

What then is sin ? — " The works of the flesh are 
manifest, which are these; adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, 
hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revel- 
lings, and such like." 

And how is a man dead unto sin P — He is dead 
to it, when he utterly hates and shrinks from it ; 
when he feels the remains of it within him to be his 
bitterest grief; when he would bless God for any 
shame or misery, that might wean him from it : 
''for his delight is in the law of God after the 
inward man; but he sees another law in his 
members, warring against the law of his mind, and 
bringing him into captivity to the law of sin which 
is in his members:" and therefore it is his cry, day 



and nighty *' O wretched man that I am^ who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death ? ** Thus 
must he, that was made Christ's in Baptism, " cru- 
cify the flesh with the affections and lusts." 

But are we thus dead to sin ? — ^To begin with 
murder; are we quite sure that we are dead to mur- 
der ? for whoso hateth his brother-Christian is a 
murderer. And then come wrath, and strife, and 
envyings, and all the rest : but we know too well, 
that the lives of many of us are made up of little 
else. Now seeing that there is so much sin after 
Baptism, we cannot safely be ignorant of its nature^ 

Sin after Baptism. — " Not every deadly sin wil- 
lingly committed after Baptism is sin against the 
Holy Ghost, and unpardonable. Wherefore the 
grant of repentance is not to be denied to such as 
fall into sin after Baptism. After we have received 
the Holy Ghost, we may depart from grace given^ 
and fall into sin, and by the grace of God we may 
arise c^ain, and amend our lives. And therefore 
they are to be condemned, which say, they can no 
more sin as long as they live here, or deny the place 
of forgiveness to such as truly repent." Article xvi. 

Here is mention made of two kinds of sin : first, 
of that awful " sin unto death," for which we may 
not even pray, that it might be foi^ven : and som^ 
would pretend, that this sin cannot now be com- 
mitted ; fof men will catch at anything, to be rid 
of fear: but when baptized persons are openly 
calling the Scriptures a fable, shall we deny, that 
they may blaspheme the Spirit of the Most High ? 
This is a subject oh which we may not speculate ; 
for no man can say> how easy or how hard it is 
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to do it, or in how many ways it may be done : 
but let fearful hearts be sure, that, if there mix 
with their fears an earnest longing after holiness, 
this sin at least can never have been theirs. ■ 

Now of all other sin but this, the Church does 
not doubt that it may be forgiven : and pardon 
is indeed inseparable from a true and full repent- 
ance; for though this must begin first, and may 
continue long without it, yet we are not iharough 
penitents, until again at peace with God through 
the precious blood of His dear Son. Let there be 
only none of that evil smoothing over, now so 
common; neither let us set aside distinctions, 
which God has made : for they, who were once 
washed in infancy, were once sanctified; and 
whatever man's fancy may make of it. Scripture 
does say, (1 Cor. vii. 14,) that the baptized chil- 
dren of Christians are " not unclean but holy. " 
They may not have received into their hearts the 
knowledge of the truth ; but did they not resist 
that Holy Spirit, who would have revealed it ? 
And if after being clean they have made themselves 
again unclean by sin, shall we say that their guilt 
is not thereby increased ? Nay, but it is this, that 
sometimes makes faith so hard, despair so easy, and 
leaves men it may be for years together, to " sit in 
darkness and the shadow of death, fast bound in 
misery and iron. Because they have rebelled 
against the words of the Lord, and lightly regarded 
the counsel of the most Highest ; He also bringeth 
down their heart through heaviness, they fall down 
and there is none to help them." So they continue 
"crying unto the Lord in their trouble," and at 



last " He delivereth them out of their distress : for 
He bringeth them out of darkness and the shadow 
of death, and breaketh their bonds in sunder. O 
that men would therefore praise the Lord for His 
goodness, and declare the wonders that He doeth 
for the children of men ! " 

When however they have received their pardon, 
do they hold the same ground which they would 
have held if they had grown up in their Baptism ? 
And are they none the worse for their past trans- 
gressions ? — ^They have suffered a very grievous 
loss: and if it went no further than their own 
feelings, that loss is great ; for the more sure they 
are of God s forgiveness, the harder will they find 
it to forgive themselves: but their loss is a far 
heavier one ; for they have dimmed the brightness 
of their inheritance. There have always been two 
kinds of Christians ; they who have stained their 
baptismal robes, and they who have not. These 
last are indeed sinners ; but they have not sinned 
wilfully as others, and theirs has been a Christian 
life. Some indeed may think of them as uncon- 
verted, when they hear them speaking thankfully 
of their Baptism : but still they are the choicest 
children of their Father ; and though the Angeb 
may forget them for a moment, while sinners are 
repenting, yet shall they ever reign with Him in 
glory, the blessed heirs of an untarnished crown. 

Thus does the Church " acknowledge one Bap- 
tism for the remission of sins." 

Let all baptized persons think on these things : 
and first baptized sinners ; for their present state is 
very fearful. A gulf, such as no man living knowSs 
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lies under them ; and the edge, on which they are 
standing, is a very narrow one^ There is a safe path 
that wiU lead them off it, the path of repentance ; 
hut it often takes long to find, and each moment of 
delay lessens the likelihood of their finding it. Then 
let them stand still and look ahout, hefore it is too 
late; or else the Baptism, which God gave them for 
a hlessing, may prove their everlasting curse. 

And next let penitents consider these things; 
for they have been just ** plucked out as brands 
from the burning," and need to walk very carefully. 
In so doing they have no ground to fear, but that 
by God*s help they shall endure nnto the end : 
but ''if they sin wilfully ^ after that they have 
received the knowledge of the truth, there re- 
maineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain 
fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indigna* 
tion, which shall devour the adversaries." 

And let them too consider these things, who 
have continued in the grace of their Baptism. They 
were bom of Christian parents, and baptized in 
infancy; and it has pleased God so far to keep 
them from ever falling off from Him: now this 
His singular goodness towards them demands their 
continual thankfulness. 

Especially must all parents and sponsors think 
df these things : for, in baptizing' their children, 
they have laid themselves under a heavy charge 
to bring them tip in their Baptism ; and it should 
be their chief concern, to guard them from tempta* 
tion, and so to keep them in the pdth of grace; 
which if they do not do, it is too sure a sign, that 
they are themselves fallen off from God#' 
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Neither are little children too young to think of 
these things; for they are Christ's children^ and 
" their sins are forgiven them for His name's sake.** 
They cannot learn too early, either the high privi- 
lege that they enjoy, or the loss which they will 
suffer hy wilful sin : but in all this they will find 
nothing but what is cheerful, since tlkey know that 
they have a Father in heaven, who will keep all His 
praying children in that grace to which He has 
called them. 

"Whoso is wise will ponder these things; and they 
0hall understand the loving-kindness of the Lord." 

THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 

Blessed are the dead, which die in the Lord. 

While the bodies of the dead are being carried 
to their burial, the souls which once dwelt in them 
are still alive : for when the body dies, the soul 
passes instantly, without any sleep, into the abode 
of departed Spirits. All do not go however to the 
same place, for there are two: in the one dwell 
together the Spirits of the wicked, already in 
despair, awaiting their eternal torments; in the 
other live the Spirits of the just, who sleep in 
Jesus; these are not yet in their glory, but they 
are at rest from their labours, and in peace. 

The Church of Rome says, that there is a third 
place, which she calls Purgatory; grounding it 
chiefly on the words of St. Paul, that some " shaD 
be saved, yet so as by fire.*' There was no such 
belief in the primitive Church; for these words 
were then interpreted variously, but never in that 
sense. So St. Chrysostom declares, (Hom. ix. 1 
Cor.) that the being "saved by fire" means, that 
the sinner " shall not himself perish in the same 
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way as his works, passing into nothing, but he 
shall abide in the fire, — remain for ever in punish- 
ment" Others, keeping closer to the words, 
believed that at the day of judgment the works of 
Christians should be thus tried ; and that they, 
who had served God feebly, should suffer loss, and 
be saved only as by fire: and to this again were 
given many shades of meaning. Our Church has 
wisely abstained from imposing any one opinion 
on her members, but she requires them to reject 
" the Romish doctrine of Purgatory, as a fond 
thing vainly invented, and grounded upon no 
warranty of Scripture." 

It may be we shaU have to rue it hereafter, if 
we pry too much now into the unseen world. Let 
the mysteriousness of God's Word keep us in awe. 
Meanwhile there is one sure truth to be believed, 
that, if before our death we are not already dead 
to sin, we shall then die indeed ; for our souls will 
go at once, to join all guilty Spirits in their place 
of woe. 

" In the midst of life we are in death : of whom 
may we seek for succour, but of Thee, O Lord, who 
for our sins art justly displeased ? Yet, O Lord 
God most holy, O Lord most mighty, O holy and 
most merciful Saviour, deliver us not into the 
bitter pains of eternal death. Thou knowest. Lord, 
the secrets of our hearts; shut not Thy merciful 
ears to our prayers ; but spare us. Lord most holy, 
O God most mighty, O holy and merciful Saviour, 
Thou most worthy Judge eternal, suffer us not, at 
our last hour, for any pains of death, to fall from 
Thee." Burial Service. 
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« Now is Christ risen." 
" In baptism we also are risen with him." 

** That like as Christ was ndsed up firom the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life." 

1 Cor, XV. Coi, ii. Bom, vi. 
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HYMN. 

Jesus Christ is risen to-day, 
Our triumphant holiday ; 
Who did once, upon the cross, 
Suffer, to redeem our loss. 

Hallelujah ! 

Hymns of praise then let us sing 
Unto Christ, our heavenly King ; 
Who endurM the cross and grave, 
Sinners to redeem and save. 

Hallelujah! 

For the pains, which He endured, 
Our salvation have procured ; 
Now ahove the sky He*s King ; 
Where the Angels ever sing, 

Hallelujah! 

Unto God, the Three in One, 
To the Father, to the Son, 
To the Spirit, One in Three, 
Evermore all glory be. 

Hallelujah! 



Anonymous. 



ANTHEMS. 

Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: there- 
fore let us keep the feast ; not with the old leaven, 
nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness ; 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth. 

Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more : 
death hath no more dominion over him. For in 
that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that 
he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye 
also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin; but 
alive unto God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Christ is risen from the dead, and become the 
first-fruits of them that slept For since by man 
came death, by man came also the resurrection of 
the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. 

DAILY SERVICE. 

Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ. 

When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of 
death, thou didst, open the Kingdom of Heaven to 
all believers. Te Deum. 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel ; for he hath 
visited and redeemed his people; and hath raised 
up a mighty salvation for us; that we, being 
delivered out of the hand of our enemies, might 
serve him without fear, in holiness and righteous- 
ness before him, all the days of our life. St. Luke i. 

O sing unto the Lord a new song ; for he hath 
done mairvellous things. With his own right hand. 



and with his holy arm, hath he gotten himself the 
victory. The Lord declared his salvation; his 
righteousness hath he openly shewed in the sight 
of the heathen. Shew yourselves joyful unto the 
Lord^ all ye lands ; sing^ rejoice^ and give thanks. 
i%. xcviii. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son^ and to 
the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginnings is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
PSALMS ii. Ivii. cxi. cxiii. cxiv. cxviii. 

LESSONS. Exod. xiL xiv. Rom. vi. Acts ii. 22. 

ATHANASIAN CRESD. 
LITANY. 

By thy glorious Resurrection^ 

Good Lords deliver us. 
That it may please thee to give to all thy people 
increase of grace, to hear meekly thy Word, and to 
receive it with pure affection, and to bring forth the 
fruits of the Spirit ; 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

COLLECT. 

Almighty God, who through thine only-begotten 
Son Jesus Christ hast overcome death, and opened 
unto us the gate of everlasting life; we humbly 
beseech thee, that, as by thy special grace pre- 
venting us thou dost put into our minds good 
desires, so by thy continual help we may bring the 
same to good effect ; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, ever one God, world without end« Amen. 

EPISTLE. 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right 



hand of God. Set your affection on things above, 
not on things on the earth : for ye are dead, and 
your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, 
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also 
appear with him in glory. Mortify therefore your 
members which are upon the earth; fornication, 
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupi- 
scence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: for 
which things* sake the wrath of God cometh on the 
children of disobedience. In the which ye also 
walked some time, when ye lived in them. CoL iii. 
GOSPEL. St. John XX. 1. 

COMMUNION THANKSGIVING. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

It is meet and right so to do. 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, 

that we should at all times, and in all places, give 

thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, 

Everlasting God : but chiefly are we bound to 

praise thee for the glorious Resurrection of thy Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord : for he is the very Paschal 

Lamb, which was offered for us, and hath taken 

away the sin of the world ; who by his death hath 

destroyed death, and by his rising to life again hath 

restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with 

Angels and Archangels, and with all the company 

of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name ; 

evermore praising thee, and saying, Holy, holy, 

holy. Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full 

of thy glory : Glory be to thee, O Lord most High. 

Amen. 
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THE FESTIVAL- 
HOW IT WAS KEPT ANCIENTLY. 

This was accounted in primitiye times the most 
joyful season of the year ; and so it was often called 
" the Queen of Festivals," or " the Lord's Day of 
joy." The greeting in the morning was, '' Christ 
is risen," to which it was answered, ''He is risen 
indeed," or ''And hath appeared to Simon ;" a 
custom still remaining in some Churches. This 
was a great day for the releasing of prisoners, the 
freeing of slaves, and the exercise of all kinds of 
charity : neither did it end with the day itself; for 
the fifty days till Whitsuntide were all esteemed in 
some sort Festival-time, and chiefly the first week, 
which was kept everywhere with daily Communion 
and preaching ; and it was called after the newly- 
baptized, who came to church clad in white, to 
give thanks for the new life which they had received. 
Therefore the Paschal season consisted of fiftieen 
dajTS, namely, of Easter-day, with the week of Fast 
before, and the week of Festival aft;er it ; and the 
law-courts did not reopen till aft;er the next 
Sunday. This was not however done for the sake 
of mere amusement, for the public shows were not 
allowed, and the week was spent in devout 
rejoicings for the rising of the Lord* 

HOW THIS CHURCH KEEPS IT. 

The Church has appointed her whole service of 
this day with reference to our Lord's resurrection, 
teaching us, both how to express our joy for it, and 
how to turn that joy to the best account. Espe- 
ciaUy she celebrates the holy Communion ; and it 
is to be hoped that there is no church in England, 



where Christians may not now partake of it< Of 
the rest of the week, Monday and Tuesday only 
have Epistles and Gospels; but it seems that 
proyiinon has been made for Communion daily 
through the week, as there is a special preface for 
it for eight days together. The Church then would 
have us rejoice, but with such joy as shall never 
end: whereas many of her members make this 
week their chief season of worldly gaiety; and 
some who have got rid of the grace of Baptism, 
though not of Baptism itself, will choose the very 
time of their Lord's rising, to sink themselves 
deeper in the mire of sin. 

A TYPE OF OUR WHOLE LIFE* 

'' It is Festival, the whole time in which we live ^ 

for though Paul said, ' Let us keep the feast,* not 

with a view to the presence of the Passover did 

he say it ; but as pointing out, that the whole of 

time is a Festival unto Christians, because of the 

excellency of the good things which have been 

given. For what hath not come to pass that is 

good P The Son of God was made man for thee ; 

hath freed thee from death ; hath called thee to a 

kingdom. Thou therefore who hast obtained and 

art still obtaining such things, how can it be less 

than thy duty, to ' keep the feast ' all thy life P 

Let no one then be downcast about poverty, and 

disease, and craft of enemies : for it is a Festival, 

even the whole of our time ; wherefore saith Paul, 

' Rejoice in the Lord, Rejoice, again I say, Rcg'oice.' 

Upon the Festival-days no one puts on filthy 

garments : neither then let us do so ; for a marriage 

hath been made, a spiritual mariiage»^ — SU Chry* 

sostam, Horn, xv« 1 Cor, v. 
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HEStJRRECnON OF CHMST. 

Behold, it is I myself. 
I am the resurrection and the life. 
Christ did on this day, ''truly rise again from 
death, and took again His body, with flesh, bones, 
and all things belonging to the perfection of man's 
nature:'* (Art. iv.) and He thus "showed Himself 
alive to His Apostles after His passion by many 
infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and 
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom 
of God." By His thus rising again. He was 
^'declared to be the Son of God:" and "if we 
believe on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from 
the dead, it shall be imputed to us for righteous- 
ness ; for He was delivered for our offences, and 
raised again for our justification." If He had died 
for his own sins, and not for ours only, then death 
would have held Him ; and " if Christ were not 
raised, our faith were vain, we were yet in our sins, 
and they also which are fallen asleep in Christ were 
perished : but now is Christ risen from the dead, 
and become the first-fruits of them which* slept" 
Therefore we are thus not only justified, but 
^' begotten again unto a lively hope," that we also 
shall rise again "to an inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, that fadeth not away." And ** every 
man, that hath this hope in him, purifieth himself 
even as He is pure ; " for " when we were dead in 
sins, God hath quickened us together with Christ, 
and hath raised us up together," that we might 
live in holiness, without which " no man shall see 
the Lord." Thus did the Apostles preach the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 
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RESURRECTION OF CHRISTIANS 

WITH CHRIST IN BAPTISM. 

Baptism a new-birth unto Hghteoumess. — ''In 
baptism we are risen with Christ :** *' that like as 
He was raised up from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness 
of life. For if we have been planted together in 
the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the 
likeness of His resurrection. For in that Christ 
liveth. He liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye 
also yourselves to be alive unto God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord : and yield yourselves unto Him, 
as those that are alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness unto 
God." 

What then is righteousness ? — " The fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." 

And what is it to be bom again to it ? — It is to 
have our affection set on it : ''to put on, as the 
elect of God, holy and beloved," these heavenly 
graces : " above all to put on charity, the bond of 
perfectness : and whatsoever we do in word or deed, 
to do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the Father by Him.'* Thus do 
they, who are "baptized into Christ," show that 
they have " put on the new man, which after God 
is created in righteousness and true holiness." 

But do we thus show ourselves bom again? 
We are all baptized: are we all thankful and 
humble-minded P Are we kind one to another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another ? Above all 
these things, have we charity ? If so, what must 
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we think of nicknames in the Church> of random 
charges of heresy, and the like ? We find it easy to 
show how others want it ; let us rather read what 
St. Paul says of it, and ask for mercy. As for the 
other graces, it is plain that baptized persons often 
care little about them. Now this may arise, not 
from recklessness, but from not knowing what the 
new birth is. Many think that they have it, be- 
cause they once felt some sudden impulse, which, 
though now past, secures them as bom again for 
ever : but such a new birth as this they may have 
easily, and often do have, without any righteous- 
ness at all. Again others look only to the water of 
Baptism, and quite forget, that that water does 
pledge them to show forth its grace. Let us see 
then how far Baptism will avail us without right- 
eousness. 

Baptism without righteousness. — " He that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit : every branch in me that beareth not fruit, 
God taketh away : " these are the words of Christ. 
So St. John says, that by such an abiding only 
shall we ''have confidence, and not be ashamed 
before Him at His coming; for every one that 
doeth righteousness is bom of Him." Whosoever 
then thinks it enough, not to have fallen off by any 
great wickedness, is in a listless state of much 
danger. If we believe, as baptized Christians, that 
Jesus Christ hath given His life for us, and yet do 
not, at least in some degree, lay out our lives for 
Him, we are "unthankful;" and therefore we 
cannot wholly " die to sin," except we also " awake 
to righteousness," 
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Little children receive the principle of new life 
in Baptism ; and if they do not grieve the Spirit, 
they will in time bring forth the fruits of the Spirit. 
In this way *'doth Baptism now save us, by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ ; " when we so trust in 
Him, as to live to God by Him ; when we thus 
show ourselves to be risen with Him. This is the 
needful " answer of a good conscience ; " and holy 
Scripture tells us of no other condition, on which 
Baptism will save us. 

RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. 

As Jesus Christ rose on the third day from the 
dead, so at the last day will the bodies of all the 
dead rise again ; and each body will receive back 
its proper soul from the hand of God : *' for the 
hour is coming, in the which all that are in the 
graves shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and 
shall come forth ; they that have done good, unto 
the resurrection of life ; and they that have done 
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation." And 
the same bodie^s, which were before mortal, will be 
so changed as to last for ever ; the bodies of the 
wicked, fitted for misery ; and those of the righteous, 
glorified that they may live in glory. They there- 
fore, who while on earth have risen with Christ to 
righteousness, shall hereafter rise again to ever- 
lasting life ; but the rest " will awake to shame and 
everlasting contempt." 

This is ''the resurrection of the dead, both of 
the just and unjust," of which St. Paul had hope : 
and therefore "herein did he exercise himself, 
to have always a conscience void of offence toward 
God and toward men." And thus too does the 
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Cburoh ''look for the resurrection of uift dead," 
as •all her members profess at least every Lor^s. 
day. If this then be really our hope, we shall, like 
St Paul, be ever on the watch; "yea,- doubtless, we 
shall count all things but loss, that we may win 
Christ," and share His righteousness, " and know 
the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship 
of His sufferings, being inade conformable unto 
His death, if by any means we might attain unto 
the resurrection of the dead." And we shall long 
always after greater perfectness, and ''forgetting 
those things which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, we shall press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus." 

COLLECT. — Burial Service. 
O merciful God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christy who is the resurrection and the life; in 
whom whosoever believeth shall live, though he die ; 
and whosoever liveth, and believeth in Him, shall 
ngt die eternally; we meekly beseech Thee, O 
Father, to raise us from the death of sin unto the 
life of righteousness ; that, when we shall depart 
this life, we may rest in Him; and that, at the 
general resurrection in the last day, we may be 
found acceptable in Thy sight; and receive that 
blessing, which Thy well-beloved Son shall then 
pronounce to all that love and fear Thee, saying. 
Come, ye blessed children of my Father, receive 
the kingdom prepared for you from the beginning 
of the world : Grant tWs, we beseech Thee, O mer- 
ciful Father, through Jesus Christ, our Mediator 
and Redeemer. Amen. 
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